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Dear Parent/Guardian, 

As you are aware, the Government has decided that the majority of Covid related 

restrictions in society shall be lifted from tomorrow and this will lead to a return to 

normality in both our schools and community after the past two years. This will come as a 

relief to many but also be a cause of concern and nervousness for others. In considering the 

impending changes, the Department has advised schools that the changes cannot be 

immediate and will have to be carried out in a manner that is practical for each school. 

On return to school next Monday the 28th of February, it will no longer be compulsory to 

wear masks in the school building or on school transport. However, it is advised that masks 

continue to be worn on school transport and students and staff who wish to wear masks in 

school will be encouraged to do so. This is because a school is a close environment where 

people are in classrooms for lengthy periods of time and Covid is still present in our 

community. I feel that this is a sensible precaution to take until at least the Easter holidays. I 

would request that any visitors to the building continue to wear masks when in the building. 

It will not be possible or practical to make timetable changes at short notice, so the ‘spilt’ 

breaks and classroom configurations will remain unchanged for the present time. We will 

examine over the next few weeks to see if changes to these arrangements should take place 

during this academic year. The enhanced cleaning and sanitisation measures which have 

served us so well during the pandemic will continue for the present time. 

In relation to students being required to isolate, the guidance is now that anyone who has 

cold/flu like symptoms should remain at home and take a number of antigen tests until the 

antigen tests are clear (if positive for COVID) and the symptoms are gone. There will be no 

need for close contacts to isolate unless they also have symptoms, but it advised that they 

take regular antigen tests particularly if someone has Covid in their household. 

Finally, can I again thank you for your support and cooperation over the past two years 

which has been greatly appreciated. However, I hope you understand that the lifting of the 

Covid measures needs to be staggered as we still have to consider the safety of all and 

ensure that the state exams can proceed without disruption in June which is now crucial for 

that cohort of students. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

School principal 
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