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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

As a student entering the senior cycle, you are coming to a crossroad in your life.  You need to make decisions 

and plan for your future. The first decision you will be asked to make is to choose subjects that you will study 

for the Leaving Certificate. 

 

 

Q.  What are students aiming to do when choosing subjects? 

 

 

A. Students are aiming to choose a meaningful, manageable package of subjects, (ie. A set of       

subjects which will give students a sense of direction, will provide self-motivation and is    achievable.  

 

 

 

 
 

Q.  What decisions must students make? 

 

A. Ultimately 3 decisions:     

(i)  The total number of subjects.        

(ii)  The actual subjects. 

(iii)  The levels at which each subject is taken.  

 

Q.  What should students keep in mind when choosing subjects? 

 

A.         1.   Know your strengths and interests – use your DATs  

 2.   Choose subjects that you like and would be good at 

 3.   Inform yourself of Leaving Certificate subject requirements for third level colleges and courses 

 

 

 

THOUGHT, PLANNING, RESEARCH AND ACCURATE 

INFORMATION 

is a pre-requisite to making the above decision? 
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The following is designed as a guideline to help you make the 

above decisions. 
I  Irish, English and Maths are considered the core subjects in this school. 

Therefore, students generally choose 4 other subjects. 

 

2. What subjects are available? 

Students should familiarise themselves with the range of subjects available, especially new subject 

areas. Be aware of the differences in content and approach between Leaving and Junior Cert. subjects, 

e.g. History, Science.    

 

3. The subjects we have available this year are: 

 

       

4. What subjects are students interested in? 

 Genuine interest is important in terms of motivation. 

 

5. What subjects are students good at? 

Christmas Tests Results and chatting to teachers may help gauge student's ability within subject areas 

but remember attitude is as important as ability.  

 

6. Are there subjects that complement each other? 

 

 

7. Do students intend to attend Third Level or directly enter the workforce?   

 

8. What subjects are:   a. essential (needed) college/course requirements 

b.  desirable for courses/areas of work 

 

9.         Do students have a definite career direction?  If so choose a combination of appropriate subjects  

to enhance career prospects but be aware of the cost of not doing a subject.   

 

10. What should students do if they are unclear and wish to keep options as open as possible.  

It may be advisable to choose subjects from different groups: 

 

(a)  Science:   Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Agricultural Science  

(b)  Social Sciences:  Home Economics (Soc. & Sc.), DCG, 

     Construction Studies, Engineering.  

(c) Languages:   French 

(d)  Social Studies:  History, Geography, Art, Music 

(e)  Business Studies:  Accounting, Business. 

 

11. Are students considering taking up a new subject not studied at Junior Cert. Level.  

Give careful thought to this.    TALK to the subject teachers concerned. 

You will have the opportunity to talk to all subject teachers. 

GET as much advice as possible – BUT be aware of bias or incorrect information. 

 

1. Accounting  6. Chemistry 11. Geography 

2. Agricultural Science  7. Construction Studies 12. History 

3. Art 8. Engineering 13. Home Economics (Soc. & Sc.) 

4. Biology 9. Design & Communications 

Graphics  

14. Physics  

5. Business 10. French 15.  Music 
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REMEMBER 

                                                                   
 

• The number of courses and jobs which require specific subjects are quite small, but these 

need to be researched.  

 

• It may be a mistake not opting for a certain subject 

 

Practically all science, medical, paramedical and engineering courses require at least one 

laboratory science subject (Biology, Chemistry, Physics).   A number are now looking for 2 

science subjects. Some courses at Certificate level in IT’s do not need a science subject as a 

requirement 

 

• If interested in a specific area, check out the admission requirements and faculty/course 

requirements in the specific colleges. (Directory of Entry Requirements included at the end 

of this booklet – Check it out!) 

(a)   admission to the college - college requirements 

     (b)   admission to the specific course – course requirements 

 

• All Leaving Certificate subjects are available at both Higher and Ordinary levels. 

 

• NB - There are Three Hurdles to get into College – (1) College Requirements, (2) 

Course Requirements and (3) Points 

 

• Some courses also require you to do an interview, portfolio, test or audition 

 

• National Framework of Qualifications  

 

After your Leaving Cert you can go on to apply for Level 6, 7, & 8 Courses  
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Please see the following two websites:  

1. Careers Portal www.careersportal.ie 

 

https://careersportal.ie/school/subject_explorer_more.php?parent=2004

&ed_sub_cat_id=590&menu_parent_id= 

 

This site gives a comprehensive guide to all Leaving Certificate subjects 

including information on what the subject involves, why study it, career 

possibilities, subject content, exam structure and marks distribution. 

 

 
 

https://careersportal.ie/school/subject_explorer.php?parent=34&ed_sub_cat

_id=238&menu_parent_id= 

This web page allows you to find out more information on each subject 

 

 

Useful Websites to help you with your decision  
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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2. Qualifax   www.qualifax.ie 

 
Click on Students → Useful Tools → Minimum Subject Requirements 

→Leaving Certificate Subjects and research any third level course requirements 

 

 
 

3. Examinations.ie 
Look up past papers online – www.examinations.ie 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 
 

ACCOUNTING 

 

Accounting is an essential element of any business. A good logical mind and an ability 

to manipulate figures is all that is needed. While it is in no way a mathematical course, 

an aptitude for figures is desirable.  

 

The syllabus is divided into two sections: 

(1) Financial accounting and  

(2) Management accounting.     

 

(1) Financial accounting involves the recording of financial information by an 

individual, voluntary organisation or business, the presentation of this financial 

information and the interpretation and uses of this financial information.    Students will be able to 

interpret accounts (ratios), prepare cash flow statements and learn how to present accounts of clubs of 

societies as well as other very relevant areas.  

 

(2) Management accounting on the other hand is essential in helping managers make very important 

decisions, which will affect the future of their businesses. It is divided into costing and budgeting.    

Costing examines product costing (how do companies decide what price to charge for their products 

and how will they allocate costs relating to these products) and marginal costing (if managers alter 

costs, selling price or volume what effects will this have on profits). This technique helps managers 

to become more focused and fine-tune their companies to best practice.    Budgeting looks at cash 

budgets (money in and money out) and functional budgets (what the company would hope to achieve 

in different areas of their business).  

 

A STUDENT WILL BENEFIT FROM STUDYING ACCOUNTING BY LEARNING HOW TO:  

➢ -collect, organise, record and present financial information  

➢ -analyse and interpret financial information  

➢ -think clearly and logically  

➢ -prepare your own accounts if you set up your own business  

➢ -prepare students for the performance of the role of Treasurer in clubs and societies  

 

ACCOUNTING IS USEFUL FOR CAREERS IN:  

Accounting, Auctioneering, Auditing, Advertising, Banking, Bookkeeping, Building Society Clerk, Business 

Law, A vast array of Clerical Work, Company Secretary, Hospital Administration, Hotel Management, 

Insurance, Market Research, Purchasing Officer, Quantity Surveyor, Receptionist, Sales Representative, 

Taxation Consultant, Teaching, Computers.  

 

To study Accounting at senior level, it is not necessary to have studies Business for Junior Certificate Level. 
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AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 

The Leaving Certificate Agricultural Science Curriculum Specification is designed to provide pupils with 

the necessary skills, practical experience and knowledge in a range of agricultural and scientific principles. 

The specification for Leaving Certificate Agricultural Science is set out in four strands of study and eight 

cross-cutting themes that permeate these strands. It also emphasises the importance of the environment, 

sustainability plus health and safety. 

 

As well as being classroom and lab orientated, field trips and excursions to farms and other agricultural 

enterprises will allow those undertaking the course see the practical applications of their learning. 

Individual Investigative Study 

In addition to the specified practical activities, each student must complete an individual investigative study 

during the course, through which a topic of agricultural significance is investigated in greater depth. This 

study, incorporating any appropriate research, will be based on a thematic brief which is set by the State 

Examinations Commission. The reports on these practical activities are directly assessed by the State 

Examinations Commission. In addition, some of the skills developed during the individual investigative 

study will also be assessed in the written examination. 

Assessment 

The examination in Agricultural Science consists of:  

➢ A terminal examination paper (75%) 

➢ Individual Investigative Study (25%) 
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ART 

 

The Leaving Certificate Art Course is a two-year programme which combines 

practical art, craft and design work with a study of Art History and Art 

Appreciation.  

Throughout their time in senior cycle, learners are encouraged to develop the 

knowledge, skills and values that will enable them to become more 

independent learners and to develop a lifelong commitment to improving their 

learning. 

Leaving Cert Art builds on students’ art, craft and design skills from the 

Junior Certificate Visual Art cycle and attempts to expand the students’ 

imagination and develop their creativity.  

 

Students who have not studied art for Junior Cycle are advised to prepare a selection of work to present to 

the art department should they wish to take up art for senior cycle. 

Those that have studied art for the Junior Cert will be given first preference.     

 

 

                                
 

Students undertake a series of projects over the two years and through the exploration of ideas, research, 

development and realisation of these ideas, students are taught to tackle projects in a structured way. 

 

Art History and Appreciation explores a large range of works by Irish and worldwide artists from pre- 

Christian to modern times, as well as developing students’ appreciation of art across a broad range of areas, 

including exhibition units, film analysis, analysis of work in various design areas, etc. 

The 2D media used range from pencils to charcoal, colouring pencils, oils and chalk pastels, acrylic paints, 

block printmaking & graphics. 3D media is also used and this includes modelling, pottery & ceramics. 

 

ART IS USEFUL FOR CAREERS IN: 

 

Advertising, Set Design, Costume Design, Tattoo Artist, Gaming Design, Animation, Graphics, Photography, 

Teaching, Architecture, Bookbinding, Crafts, Fashion, Florist, Environmental Designer, Furniture and 

Product Design, Curator for Gallery and Museums, Industrial Design, Interior Design, Marketing, 

Merchandiser, Art Therapist, National Teacher, Picture Restoration, Printing and Publishing, Sculptor, Sign-

writer, Video Production Media Studies, Textile Design, Television, Theatre, Town and Country Planning, 

Lecturing in History of Art. 
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B I O L O G Y 

 

More than any other Science, Biology is part of everyday experience.   When you visit a 

Nature Reserve, watch the behaviour of a pet animal, or collect a prescription from the 

chemist, there is a close encounter with biology.   Switch on the TV, for a documentary on 

transplant surgery, on AIDS, or open a familiar textbook, and peeling off the surface layer of 

the biological onion reveals some fascinating science underneath. 

 

At another level, open your newspaper and read about the success of a new biotechnology 

company, or a new campaign by Greenpeace, and the economic and political importance of the subject can 

be seen. 

 

The L.C. Biology course bears very little resemblance to Junior Certificate Science Biology and  

- it is far more detailed 

- it is mostly learning work and must be done every night 

- The Major areas of study are: 

◙  Ecology   ◙  Genetics   ◙  Microbiology 

◙  Plant Systems   ◙  Scientific Method  ◙  Human Body Systems 

       ◙  Advanced Cell Biology + Biochemistry 

      -       Mandatory Experiments 

 

From the employer's viewpoint there are some qualities developed during the study of Biology, which make 

it especially valuable as a preparation for other jobs. 

(i) Because of the complexity of living things, studying them usually involves dealing with a wide 

 range of variables and complex sources of data.             

 (ii) Field work and some laboratory-work, can be a team activity. Taking personal responsibility and  

learning to work together with others in a group, are qualities valued highly by employers. 

(iii) Speaking the language of science is a valuable asset in this era of high technology. . 

 

 

 

BIOLOGY IS USEFUL FOR CAREERS IN: 

Health Professionals, Environmental Officers, Publishing, Journalism and Broadcasting, Library work and 

Information Science, Environmental Conservation, Marine and Freshwater Biology, Animal Nurse, 

Education, Horticulture, Zoologists, Food Industry; Production Management, the Brewing Industry. 
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BUSINESS 

                                                                                                                                                                            
 

This subject provides students with a general introduction to business and it sows the seeds of initiative and 

enterprise. It contains elements of law, finance, marketing, management, and economic issues. This enables 

students upon leaving school to choose from a variety of disciplines in third level. Leaving Certificate 

Business also provides students with business start-up knowledge and skills which then allow self-

employment to become a positive career option.  
 

 

WHY SHOULD LEAVING CERTIFICATE BUSINESS BE STUDIED?  

▪ Provides students with a valuable insight into the world of business, which complements their other  

studies on the curriculum.  

▪ Develops an understanding of the role people play in business.  

▪ Is a practical and vocationally oriented subject, which deals with real issues relating to the community, 

business enterprises, industrial relations, and the environment.  

▪ Helps students develop an awareness of their own enterprise and communication skills.  

▪ Introduces the various management skills and activities used in both the household and business.  

▪ Explores the stages involved in developing a product or service and in setting up a business, with the  
▪ legal requirements to be put in place to do so.  

▪ Highlights the relationship between business and the wider economy both at home and abroad, including 

the European Union.  

 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF STUDYING BUSINESS?  

▪ It is an interesting subject which deals with topics as diverse as marketing, social responsibilities of 

business, global selling and communications.  

▪ The diverse strands in L.C. Business highlight a variety of potential career opportunities.  

▪ L.C. Business provides a foundation for the many business modules included in courses of study in 

Universities, Institutes of Technology and Post-Leaving Certificate Courses (P.L.C.'s).  

▪ Business is an important subject to complement the Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme 

complementing the mandatory Link Modules of Enterprise and Preparation for Work/Work experience.  

▪ The subject encourages students to reflect on the wider social and ethical issues in business.  

▪ It is a subject which, through active learning, encourages students to seriously consider the possibility of 

self-employment.  

▪ L.C. Business is a subject which students enjoy and which prepares them for adult and working life.  

 

 

To study Business at senior level, it is not necessary to have studies Business for Junior Certificate Level 

and it is included in the vocational subject groupings which qualify students for taking L.C.V.P.   

 

BUSINESS IS USEFUL FOR CAREERS IN:  

Accounting, Auctioneering, Auditing, Advertising, Banking, Bookkeeping, Building Society Clerk, 

Business Law, A vast array of Clerical Work, Company Secretary, Hospital Administration, Hotel 

Management, Insurance, Market Research, Purchasing Officer, Quantity Surveyor, Receptionist, Sales 

Representative, Taxation Consultant, Teaching, Computers. 
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C H E M I S T R Y 

 

 The Leaving Certificate Chemistry course is very different to the Junior Certificate Science 

course. 

 

➢ It is very detailed. 

➢ It involves learning work which must be done every night to maintain a good level of  

understanding.  

➢ The Maths calculations require a good understanding of Maths. 

 

 

- The Major areas of study are: 

 

• Atomic Structure: (History of Periodic Table and The Atom) 

• Volumetric Analysis (Titrations) 

• Rates of Reactions 

• Organic Chemistry 

• Chemical Equilibrium 

• Water 

• Acid, bases, pH and Indicators 

• Bonding, Formula, Equations and Calculations 

• Equilibrium-Chemical & Ionic 

• Rates of Radioactivity 

• Electrochemistry 

• Mandatory Experiments (of which most contain calculations) 

 

 

Chemistry for the Leaving Cert is a very practical subject. There are 28 mandatory experiments to be 

completed of which three are those are asked on the Leaving Cert Paper worth 38% of the exam. 

 

Chemistry involves a lot of understanding and learning from the start of 5th year. The maths required is 

a good understanding of higher-level Maths.   

 

 

 

CHEMISTRY IS USEFUL FOR CAREERS IN: 

 

Pharmacy, Nursing, Chemical Engineering, Industrial Chemistry, Food Science, Veterinary Science, 

Medicine, Applied Science, Metallurgy, Materials Science, Dentistry, Agriculture, Forestry Mining, Polymer 

Science, Dairy Science, Textile Science, Forensic Science, Photographic Processing, Teaching, Pollution 

Control, Cosmetic Science, Geochemistry, Quality Control, Biotechnology, Health Care and Pharmaceutical 

industries. 
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CONSTRUCTION STUDIES 

 

 

As the name implies this subject is the study of Construction and its effect 

on Irish building customs, practices and the environment. The subject 

investigates many aspects including materials, skills, services, lighting, 

heating and ventilation. 

 

 

 

 

AIMS OF THE COURSE: 

 

➢   To introduce pupils to the knowledge of skills involved in construction technology. 

➢   To develop the pupil's ability to communicate ideas and information by appropriate methods. 

➢   To contribute to their general education and 

➢   To provide a basis for those who wish to study any of the careers outlined below. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE: 

Students will study every aspect of the design and construction of single and two storey dwellings. The 

following topics will be covered:    site selection, planning control, site preparation, foundations, floors, walls, 

roofs, fireplaces, chimneys, stairs, plumbing, electrical circuits, drainage, analysis of materials and principles 

of heat, light and sound in buildings.     Students will also prepare for a practical joinery/cabinet making 

examination and plan and execute a project for evaluation, based on one of the following areas:   construction 

details, furniture making, and building science or written/drawn.  

 

CONSTRUCTION STUDIES IS USEFUL FOR CAREERS IN: 

Urban and Rural Planning, Archaeology, Estate Agency, Environmental Protection, Surveying, Architecture, 

Landscape Architecture, Agriculture, Forestry, Transport and Communications, Local Government, 

Education, Teaching, Garda, Development Control, Quantity Surveyor, Acoustic Control, Property 

Developer, Geology, Marketing, Fire Officer, Health Officer, Trade Apprenticeships.  

 

Construction Studies:  Students wishing to study Construction Studies in the Senior Cycle must have 

studied Material Technology Wood in the Junior Cycle. An exception can be made for a student who has 

workshop experience with wood outside school e.g. joinery/cabinet making/kitchen unit workshops etc.  This 

must include competency in machine use, as well as an understanding of basic design in wood and an ability 

to demonstrate this proficiency in the use of hand tools eg: tenon saw, jack plane, chisels, coping saws etc.  A 

letter confirming this will be required from the workshop or manager. 

 

Priority is given to students who have studied Materials Technology Wood in the Junior Cycle.  
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DESIGN & COMMUNICATIONS GRAPHICS 

 

Design & Communications Graphics (formerly called Technical Drawing) makes a unique contribution to the 

student’s cognitive and practical skills development.   These skills include graphics communication, creative 

problem solving, spatial abilities/visualisation, design capabilities, computer graphics and CAD modelling.   

These skills are developed through three principal areas of study:  plane and descriptive geometries, applied 

graphics and design and communication graphics. 

 

1. Plane & Descriptive Geometry includes the study of the following elements: 

 (a) Projection Systems 

 (b) Plane Geometry 

 (c)  Conic Sections 

 (d) Descriptive Geometry of Lines and Planes 

 (e) Intersection and Development of Surfaces 

 

2. Applied Graphics where students will study two optional areas of study.  They are: 

 (a) Dynamic Mechanisms   (d) Surface Geometry 

 (b) Structural Forms   (e) Assemblies 

 (c)  Geologic Geometry  

 

3. Design & Communications Graphics:  Students will be able to generate drawings and design ideas 

electronically.   A comprehensive study of Computer Aided Drawing (CAD) through the design and 

communications graphics elements will enable students to accurately model designs and solutions and 

to communicate these within the electronic environment.   This element, along with CAD, will 

encourage students to become creative problem solvers. 

 

Assessment:   There are two assessment components: 

A. A course assignment (40% of marks, of which CAD will form a significant and compulsory 

component). 
B. A terminal examination paper (60% of marks) 
 

Note:  At Bridgetown College, all students of Design & Communications Graphics will have access to his/her 

own PC for the study of CAD during DCG lessons. 

 

DESIGN & COMMUNICATION GRAPHICS is USEFUL for CAREERS in the FOLLOWING 

AREAS: 

Architecture, Engineering, Building, Graphic Design, Clothing/Footwear Design, Product Design, &    

Aeronautical Engineering etc 
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ENGINEERING 

Engineering involves the study of a wide range of mechanical engineering processes,  

materials and technological applications along with the development of  

manipulative skills, resourcefulness and creativity. The course is divided into a  

Practical Section – Workshop Processes, and a Theoretical Section – Materials Technology, which involves 

the presentation of a project as part of the Leaving Certificate examination.    

 

What will I learn in Engineering?  

Some of the things you will learn include:  

How to read and follow a technical drawing 

Skills in shaping, cutting & joining materials 

How to use a wide variety of tools and machines correctly and safely 

The properties of metal and plastics in our everyday lives 

Measurement, testing machining design and engineering process to name just a few 

How to use the internet in you research  

Projects have included Toy Carousel, Cranes, Motorised Vehicles, Boats, Hover Craft, Moving 

Barriers & Bridges.  

 

How will I learn Engineering in school?  

 

➢  Some of the things you may do with your teachers and your classmates are:  

➢  Examine the properties of different metals, plastics and wood 

➢  Examine simple mechanisms and “how things work”  

➢  Learn how to do freehand sketching  

➢  Develop good craft skills using hand tools and machines in a safe work 

➢  Learn how to apply a variety of decorative finishes to your project work 

 

Will Engineering have anything to do with other subjects I will be studying? 

 

Yes. Engineering covers some of the same topics in Construction Studies and also in Technology. Many of 

the practical skills learned in the other two subjects. 

If you are taking DCG it will help you to understand drawings and diagrams that you will be using in 

Engineering. You will also find some of the same topics coming up in Science & Geography.  

 

ENGINEERING IS USEFUL FOR CAREERS IN : 

All Engineering and Engineering Technician courses;  Aircraft Technician;  Army/Air Corps Apprenticeship;  

Design of Building Services;  Designing new products;  Electronic Material Technologists;  Engraving;  

Equipment & Machine Design;  Fitter;  Industrial Design;  Industrial Operative;  Industrial Research & 

Development;  Material Scientist/Engineer;  Mechanical Production;  Mechanics;  Metallurgy;  Motor 

Mechanic;  Production;  Quality Control;  Service & Maintenance Personnel;  Structural & Civil Engineer 

and Technician;  Teacher;  Technical Sales;  Toolmaker;  Turner;  Welder.  

 

What is the Engineering Leaving Certificate exam like?  

There are two (or three) parts to the exam: Coursework project- there is a project worth 25% at Higher Level 

of 30% at Ordinary Level. You will have approx. four months to make it. Written examination – the written 

paper is based on Engineering theory and make up 50% at Higher Level or 40% at Ordinary Level.  

 

Practical exam 25% at Higher Level or 30% at Ordinary Level. 
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FRENCH 

 

• Studying a modern language enables students to communicate effectively by fostering 

the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

• Provides students with the knowledge of the grammatical workings of the language 

which will assist them in further study whether for academic, business or leisure 

purposes.    

• Offers insights into the culture and civilisation of other countries. 

• Encourages an openness of mind to the customs and culture of other peoples.  
 

A H7/06 in French is required for entry into many courses in the NUI Colleges, RCSI, St 

Angela’s College and the Defence forces.  
 

Knowledge of a continental language will always be useful and is essential for many courses at third level 

e.g. Applied Languages, Marketing, Clinical Speech, Primary Teaching (N.U.I.), European Studies, 

Computer Studies and Linguistics. 

 

 

Four Key Skills are assessed: Oral, Listening, Reading and Writing 

 Higher Level  Ordinary Level 

Oral 25% 20% 

Listening 20% 25% 

Written 25% 15% 

Reading Comprehensions 30% 40% 

 
 

 

 

NB: Students need to obtain a Distinction, Higher Merit or Merit grade in their Common Level Junior Cycle French 

exam in order to be able for Leaving Cert Higher Level French. 

 

 

 

MODERN LANGUAGES ARE USEFUL FOR CAREERS IN: 

 

Teaching, Travel Agency and Tourism, International Marketing, Transport and Communications, Export 

Careers, Interpreter, Translator (e.g. for Google), Journalism, Librarian, Department of Foreign Affairs, 

Hotel Management. 
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GEOGRAPHY 

 

Geography is a subject which is a relevant and useful part of daily life, when you take a walk in the 

countryside, go to the beach, visit a heritage centre or even go shopping, you are "experiencing" Geography.   

Daily newspapers and magazines, radio and television programmes keep us in close contact with geographical 

issues - weather forecasts, earthquakes, industrial developments, the use and abuse of natural resources, 

tourism, poverty, unemployment, emigration, famine, pollution, rezoning controversies, shopping centre 

developments, EU enlargement, urban renewal and 

sustainable development.   These are just some of the issues which are part of a subject that is "alive" and 

changing by the day. 
 

WHY STUDY GEOGRAPHY? 

(i) Geography keeps you up to date with current affairs in a rapidly changing world. The subject  

encourages in students a sensitive awareness of our environment and provides a good understanding 

of important issues and problems in modem society.  

(ii) When you study Geography, you will acquire a wide range of skills which are extremely valuable  

from an employer's point of view.   Students learn how to observe, record and analyse information, 

draw conclusions and present sensible solutions to problems with realistic plans for action. These 

skills are rightly valued in the workplace.  

 

 (iii) Fieldwork is an integral part of the subject, so students learn to work as members of a team taking 

responsibility to complete a specific task.   From an employer’s point of view this is a very important 

characteristic in a worker. 
 

GEOGRAPHY IS USEFUL FOR CAREERS IN: 

 

Urban and Rural Planning, Tourism, Travel Agency, Archaeology, Meteorology, Estate Agency, 

Environmental Protection, Surveying, Cartography, Landscape Architecture, Agriculture, Forestry, Transport 

and Communications, Architecture, Marketing, Leisure industry, Local Government, Education, Airline 

Industry.  
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 HISTORY  

 

History at Leaving Certificate level is a most enjoyable and challenging subject. It 

deals with a range of human activities: political, administrative, social, economic, 

cultural, religious and scientific. It deals with issues in Ireland, United States and world 

history. It is concerned with the whole human family, with women’s experiences as 

well as men’s, with ordinary people as well as leaders in society. It provides students 

with the opportunity to evaluate key developments in both Ireland and the Wider 

World and examine how these developments impact us today. 

The new Leaving Certificate syllabus, introduced in 2004, emphasises acquiring 

historical knowledge and developing the historical skills of inquiry and evaluation of evidence. It covers a 

general study of a period along with in-depth case studies of particular events. Case studies examine topics 

such as The Moon Landing, The Montgomery Bus Boycott, The divide between Catholics and Protestants 

in Northern Ireland and Hitler’s use of propaganda. 

Course Content: For the years 2021-2023, The course content will cover the following areas of study. 

1. The History of Ireland, North and South 1912-1993 

This is divided into two main topics of study 

(a) The Pursuit of Sovereignty and the Impact of Partition 1912-1949 

(b) Politics and Society in Northern Ireland, 1949-1993 

2. Modern Europe and the Wider World 1945-1989 

This is divided into two main topics of study 

(a) The United States and the Wider World, 1945-1989 

(b) Dictatorship and Democracy 

3. The Research Study 

The Research Study involves the study of a subject of historical significance, chosen by the student under 

the direction of the teacher. The study, of up to 1,500 words, (depending on the level chosen) allows the 

student to develop research skills and experience the sourcing, evaluating and editing of evidence, relating 

to a study unique to the student. The report on the Research Study accounts for 20% of the total marks. 

Why Study History? 

➢ Because it develops students’ ability to read and think critically; the study of history helps to prepare 

students for a wide range of career options, e.g., business, journalism, local government, public 

administration, archaeology, law, librarianship, sociology, teaching, etc. 

➢ The research skills developed through the study of history are widely applicable in the world of 

work today 

➢ Because it develops students’ appreciation of the inheritance and knowledge of their country’s past, 

it enables students to develop their historical consciousness, by questioning leaders’ decisions in the 

last century 

➢ Not least another reason for studying history is the enjoyment stimulation that such study provides. 

As it encompasses all human life, it develops in many people a lifelong interest in their historical 

inheritance and awareness of a past that continues to inform and illuminate the present. 
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HOME ECONOMICS [Social & Scientific] 

 

The new Home Economics Scientific & Social Programme was introduced in 2004.   It 

is an applied subject which combines theory with practice.   The outline of the syllabus 

is as follows.   The syllabus consists of a core and three electives. 

The core consists of three areas: 

(i) Food Studies (45%):  Food Science & Nutrition, Diet & Health, Preparation and 

processing of food. 

 (ii) Resource management and consumer studies (25%):  Family Resource 

Management and Consumer Studies 

(iii) Social Studies (10%):  The Family in Society. 

 

There are three electives from which the teacher and class group must choose one.   The electives are 

extensions of content contained in the core and provide students with the opportunity to study certain topics 

in more depth.   The electives are: 

A. Social Studies:  Social Change and the Family; Education;  Work;  Leisure;  Unemployment; 

     Poverty – Statutory & Community Responses, Unemployment & Poverty. 

B. Home Design & Management:  Housing;  House Building & Design;  Designing the House  

   Interior; the Energy Efficient Home; Systems & Services. 

C. Textiles, Fashion & Design:  Contemporary Clothing & Fashion; Textile Science;  Design  

      Evaluation & Garment Construction; The Clothing & Textile Industries. 

 

A compulsory element of this subject includes submitting a journal of practical course work.   It is submitted 

in November of 6th Year and is worth 20% of the overall examination marks. 

 

 

 

CAREER PROSPECTS:  

 

 Dietician, Nutritionist, Occupational Therapist, Food Science, Food Technology, Food Business, Hotel 

Management & Catering, Baking and Confectionery, Butchering, Hospitality Industry, Home Economics 

Teacher, Chef, Fashion Design, Environmental Science, Agri-Business, Microbiologist, Environmental 

Health Officer, Quality Controller, Restaurateur, Social Science, Horticulture. 
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M U S I C  

 

Music -  

♪ broadens students horizons in an enjoyable subject with lots of variety 

♪ develops a students creative and imaginative skills, their powers of 

description and social skills 

♪ promotes involvement in musical activities 

♪ cultivates an awareness of and a tolerance for the artistic views of others 

♪ builds confidence  

♪ gives students a leisure activity and means of relaxation 

♪ develops the critical and imaginative faculties  

♪ is a worthwhile accomplishment for its own sake – an education for life  

♪ encourages the enjoyment of music through listening to recorded and 

live musical events 

♪ is like any other subject in that it receives the same points.  

                        

The L.C. Music course aims to develop an understanding of how music contributes to the social, historical, 

technological, economic and cultural aspects of life.    

It provides opportunities for the development of individual and /or group performing and composing skills at 

an appropriate level consistent with individual differences, needs and interests.     

It encourages students to listen purposefully to a wide variety of musical styles and genres, including music 

from the past and the present and from our own and other environments. 
 

Assessment 

Students do a practical examination on one or two instruments (including voice) around Easter time each year.  

This can be worth up to 50% of the overall exam.   In June students have an aural examination and a written 

examination – 25% composing paper and 25% listening paper. 

 

Previous experience and a genuine interest in performing any type of music is very important as 50% of the 

overall mark is for performance.   
 

 

 

MUSIC IS USEFUL FOR CAREERS IN: 

 

Entertainment – Solo performing career, orchestra, bands, Choir, Teacher, Sound engineering, Radio 

presenter, Music Journalist, Record Producer, Tour manager, Music Publicist, Music Technology, 

Librarianship, Music Shop Sales, Music Therapy, Composer/Arranger, Dancer, Film and Television Director, 

Instrument maker, National Teacher, Occupational Therapist, Physical Education, Television and Radio 

Production, Actor, Communications ….. Music is for life!  
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PHYSICS 

 

 

Physics is the most exciting of all science and technology.                                                   

It explains everything from the smallest atoms to the largest galaxies 

in the universe; it involves living as well as non-living things.  

Through Physics we begin to understand why things behave as they do,  

and with Physics we attempt to solve stimulating and important scientific, 

practical and social problems. 
 

A knowledge of physics is needed: 

*  to set up satellite communications   *  to investigate "black holes" 

*  to construct a computer     *  to detect flaws inside structures 

*  to make new materials    *          to take scans for the human body 

*  to study pollution of air, land and water  *  to reduce noise in vehicles 

*  to harness energy of all kinds    *  to solve crimes 

and to understand so many other things which affect everyone's life, every day.  

 

Successful physicists need imagination and creativity. They also need mathematical ability. It is not enough 

to describe an event using words as words can sometimes be ambiguous. Therefore, mathematics is used since 

every term has a precise meaning.   Explanations and theories require to be tested so a physicist may need to 

be practical.   He/she will often have to design and build equipment and then be able to record events 

objectively and accurately. 

 

CAREERS for PHYSICS GRADUATES 

 

A Physics degree is broad based, which allows great freedom of choice.   The skills acquired such as problem 

solving, information handling, critical reasoning, logical thought, clear communication and use of computers 

as an analysis tool, are valued in many fields of employment.   You could end up as a professional physicist 

but equally the study of physics fits you for a job in communications, medical physics, manufacturing, 

teaching, journalism, public service, management, finance and many more.   Physics graduates take up 

positions right across the technology and engineering sectors and the range of job titles below reflects this:   

Aeronautical engineer, astronomer, ballistics expert, econophysicist, electronic engineer, environmental 

physicist, forensic scientist, lecturer/teacher, medical physicist, meteorologist, researcher, nuclear scientist, 

research scientist, engineer, software designer, telecoms engineer, wind analyst, etc. 

 

The main areas of study in the Leaving Certificate course are 

 

Light 

Sound 

Waves 

Mechanics 

Electricity and Magnetism 

Radioactivity 

Atomic Structure 

Particle Physics 

 

30% of the written examination paper is based on the 24 Mandatory Experiments 

 

Good mathematical ability is a requirement.  
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P A R T I C U L A R  A R E A S  T O  N O T E  
 

Subject REQUIREMENTS  (a full detailed list for all courses is emailed to each student)  

 

This may mean: (i)  A pass in the Subject is all that is required.  

(ii)  A certain grade/level is often required. 

(iii) Combination of certain subjects.  
 

 

 

The following are the minimum entry requirements of the main colleges in the CAO 

system.  

Abbreviations: 
 

 

Dublin City University      DCU  

Dublin Institute of Technology    DIT  

National College of Art and Design    NCAD  

University College Galway     UCG  

University College Cork     UCC  

University College Dublin     UCD  

University of Limerick      UL  

National University of Ireland Maynooth   NUIM  

Royal College of Surgeons     RCSI  

Trinity College Dublin      TCD  

National University of Ireland    NUI 

 

 

NUI Colleges (UCC, UCD, UCG, NUIM)  

• Irish, English & Modern Language (FRENCH).  

• Important: A Modern Language is essential to gain entry to a number of courses in the 

NUI universities with the exception of Science, Agriculture, Nursing and Engineering 

courses. Some business and law courses in Maynooth University. 

 

There are some language courses you can enter without having previously studied 

languages, but generally speaking you will be required to have studied a particular language 

to Leaving Cert in order to study it at third level. 
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Bonus Points Maths: A bonus of 25 points will be allocated to students who achieve a grade H6 
or above in higher level (HL) mathematics.  This means that the maximum cumulative LC points 
total will increase from 600 to 625 (existing maximum points plus bonus points).  

No bonus points are given for H7 in Honours Maths, or for any Ordinary Level Maths grade. The 
25 Bonus points for Honours Maths are not counted unless Maths is included in the top six 
subjects counted for the purpose of calculating CAO points. The New 
Grade H7 is not accepted for minimum entry requirements to Third Level. 

Medicine:   The maximum possible adjusted points score for applicants to Medicine will increase 
from 560 to 565. (For all scores over 550, each 5 point band equals one extra point.) The 
baseline score of 480 points will still apply but can include the bonus points if HL mathematics 
(cumulative points) is among the best six subjects. 

 MATRICULATION REQUIREMENTS (BASIC/ COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS): 

• Most level 8 (Honours bachelor’s degree) courses require 2 H5 and 4 O6/H7 
grades and some others require 3 H5 and 3 O6/H7 grades 

 

• Most level 6 (Higher Certificate) and level 7 (Ordinary bachelor’s degree) 
courses require 5 O6/H7 grades 

                   

 

 

             NEW POINTS SYSTEM FROM 2017 
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Subject Choice Considerations 

Accounting, Art, Biology, Business, Chemistry, Agricultural Science, Construction Studies,  

Engineering, Design & Communications Graphics, French, Geography, History, Home Economics, 

Physics & Music. 

 

1. What are your strongest subjects at the moment? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What are your favourite subjects at the moment? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Based on interest alone, what subjects do you think you would like to study for the Leaving 

Cert? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What careers do you think you might be interested in the future? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What Leaving Cert subjects do you think you might need for this career/careers?   

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What other personal characteristics do you think you might need for this career/careers? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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When considering your options after Junior Cycle it is important to look at all the options on offer to 

you. At the same time, it is important to research well all the courses, colleges and other training 

options and become familiar with the entry requirements before you make your selection. 

Work your way through the following questions and begin your research. 

How do I feel about my leaving cert options? Confused? Bit confused? Some ideas? Know what I 

want? 

How many subjects will I study in total?  

How many at higher level? Ord? Foundation?  

What subjects do I like?  

What subjects do I find difficult?  

What subjects am I good at?  

Will I study a European/other language?  

Will I need to study a science? Which one?  

Will I study a business subject? Which one?  

Will I need to study Art or Music?  

Am I aiming for a Level 5, 6, 7 or 8 course 

after school? 

 

What counties am I interested in studying in?  

What colleges am I interested in?  

What types of courses/further training am I 

interested in? 

 

What are the college min. entry requirements?  

What are the course min entry requirements?  

Are there other tests/portfolios etc. needed?  

Do I want to keep my options open and keep 

general subjects, maybe one science? 

 

What research do I need to do?  

What questions do I have?  

What websites can I use to find out what I 

need to know? 

 

What careers fairs will I attend?  

What open days will I attend?  

Who can I talk to? Contact?  

What emails will I send?  

When will I meet my Guidance Counsellor?  
 

Make the right decisions by researching all your options and discussing your options carefully. 
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Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme 
Programme Requirements for students taking Leaving Certificate Examination: 

Students must take 

• At least five Leaving Certificate subjects, one of which must be Irish – students exempt from Irish  

must take an additional subject to ensure a minimum of 5 L.C. subjects 

• Two of the above subjects must be selected from one of the designated Vocational Subject   

 Groupings – see below 

• Two Link Modules: Preparation for the World of Work and Enterprise Education  

• A recognised course in a Modern European Language other than Irish or English  

 

Vocational Subject Groupings (VSGs)  

➢ Two subjects are selected from one of the Vocational Subject Groupings. These subjects provide 

students with a focus for developing vocational skills and exploring their career options. 

➢ The Specialist Groupings consist of subjects which complement one another naturally. The Services 

Groupings comprise subjects which complement one another in a commercial context. 

 Vocational Subject Groupings (VSGs) 

 Specialist Groupings 
1.  Construction Studies; Engineering; DCG; Technology – Any Two 

2.  Physics and Construction Studies or Engineering or Technology or DCG 

3.  Agricultural Science and Construction Studies or Engineering or Technology or DCG 

4.  Agricultural Science and Chemistry or Physics or Physics/ Chemistry  

5.   Home Economics; Agricultural Science; Biology – Any Two 

6.  Home Economics and Art – Design Option or Craft Option  

7.  Accounting; Business; Economics – Any Two 

8.  Physics and Chemistry 

9.  Biology and Chemistry or Physics or Physics/ Chemistry  

10.  Biology and Agricultural Science  

11.  Art – Design Option or Craft Option and DCG  

 Services Groupings 

12.  Engineering or Technology or Construction Studies or DCG and Accounting; Business; 

Economics 

13.  Home Economics and accounting or Business or Economics 

14.  Agricultural Science and Accounting or Business or Economics  

15.  Art: Design or Craftwork Option and Accounting or Business or Economics 

16.  Music  and Accounting or Business or Economics 
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MASTER CHART of ESSENTIAL Subjects 
Each college has its own basic minimum entry – or matriculation- requirements without which no student can 

be enrolled.  In addition, many courses require particular grades in certain subjects.  These pages are a master 

chart of college matriculation and course subject requirements stated in terms of Leaving Certificate subjects  

at Higher or Ordinary level.  Check the college brochures for absolute certainty.  Specific courses 

are only listed if they differ from normal matriculation requirements; for full list of courses available refer to 

college prospectus also: 
 

 

 Please check Internet for up-to-date Subject Requirements (eg. www.cao.ie) 

 

  Entry Requirements Booklet 2021 – emailed to each student 

 

Activity  

 

Look up three courses you might be interested in and fill in below 

 
1. Name of the Course: _________________________ 

 

Name of the College: ___________________________ 

 

Points: _____________ 

 

Subject Requirements: ______________________________ 

 

College Requirements: _______________________________ 

 

 

2. Name of the Course: _________________________ 

 

Name of the College: ___________________________ 

 

Points: _____________ 

 

Subject Requirements: ______________________________ 

 

College Requirements: _______________________________ 

 
 

3. Name of the Course: _________________________ 

 

Name of the College: ___________________________ 

 

Points: _____________ 

 

Subject Requirements: ______________________________ 

 

College Requirements: _______________________________ 
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