
Hi all,  
  
Please see the Department of Education and Skills statement below.   
All twelve WWETB post-primary schools, including Bridgetown College: 

 welcome the additional ICT funding and other supports being made available; 

 appreciate the complexity of making arrangements for Leaving Certificate assessment and 
encourage students to focus on the work that teachers are assigning; 

 will make a collective decision regarding Junior Cycle assessment following the outcome of further 
national discussions with all education partners and assure you that this will be as soon as it is 
possible.  

  

“The Department of Education and Skills has hosted its second meeting with a range of stakeholders as part 
of planning for the State Examinations in response to the Covid-19 public health measures. 

Representatives of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the State 
Examinations Commission, the National Educational Psychological Service, the National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment and the Department took part and further meetings are scheduled as part of 
consideration and planning of revised arrangements for the examinations, taking account of public health 
advice. 

Among the items discussed were the package of supports being put in place for students for continuity of 
learning including – 

-       An additional €10m fund for IT equipment for schools 

-       Guidance for schools on continuity of teaching and learning for students with special educational 
needs and those who are at risk of disadvantage 

Also discussed were: 

 The practical arrangements for project work, coursework and practical examinations for the Leaving 
Certificate;  

 development of a range of supports for students’ wellbeing’; and  

 issues concerning the Junior Cycle.  

Minister for Education and Skills Joe McHugh TD said: “I am grateful to the advisory group for their efforts 
and focus on issues relating to the Leaving Certificate and continuity of education. Some of these are quite 
complex and require detailed consideration. I know that the group is also aware of the need to provide our 
students with as much clarity on these issues as soon as possible. The group will continue to work 
intensively on these issues in the period ahead.” 

In relation to Junior Cycle exams, the Minister said: “The best way to address this issue is to allow the group 
have further discussions, in a spirit of partnership in the best interests of this year’s Junior Cycle students. I 
would urge schools to await the conclusion of these discussions with the education partners before taking 
any decisions regarding assessment arrangements for their Junior Cycle students”” 

 


