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newspaper can be even half as 
successful as The Bridgetown Spirit 
was, then we will be very pleased!!  
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jokes and pictures. 

You can present them to our Submission Manager Shauna 
Breen. The Bridge offers you the chance to win prizes in 
our teacher interview competition, read the latest 
celebrity gossip, find a good book or film to read/watch, 
try a new recipe, these are just some of the things 
contained within these pages. 

So go on, turn the page. You know you want to.... 

Hello pupils of Bridgetown! 

Welcome to our school newspaper ‘The Bridge’. 

This is OUR paper. It has been made by us, designed by 
us and created by us. From journalists to 
photographers, from reviewers to cartoonists, we have 
it all here! In addition to all of this our paper invites 
you the students to contribute your poems, stories, 

WELCOME TO THE BRIDGE 

That’s the Spirit! 

Written By: Jack Murphy LC1 

The Bridge is the first school 
newspaper to be created designed 
and published, but there was in fact 
a previous magazine that the 
students of Bridgetown made, dating 
back as far as 1974. The Bridgetown 
Spirit was the name of the original 
magazine published by the students. 
We interviewed Patricia Boyd on the 
21st of March, and some of the 
information we gathered was truly 
fascinating. The hard work and 
dedication put in to making the 
magazines in the seventies was 
phenomenal, with the original draft 
being written out by hand and then 

handed over to 
be typed out on 
typewriters. 
Then after one 
magazine was 
made fully, it 
could be 

reproduced on a device called a 
gestetner. The magazine was issued 
once a year just before Christmas.  
There were approximately 11 editors 
on the magazine’s production team 
and students would often stay behind 
after school, even as late as 8 o’clock 
in the evening, producing the 
magazines. The magazine was a hit 
with fellow students from its initial 
release, but the interest grew even 
stronger over the years. 

We leafed through some of the old 
magazines, that Ms. Boyd kindly 
brought into us and seeing the 
magazines there in front of you really 
makes you acknowledge how much 
work was invested into them 
especially with the limited equipment 
at their disposal. It was also great to 
see a number of similarities between 
The Bridgetown Spirit and our newly 
released paper The Bridge. Ms. Boyd 
was very kind in donating two copies 
of the old magazine to the school 
(which we will cherish!). If our 
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“An eye for an eye makes the world go blind”. 
Mahatma Ghandi 
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The Bridge Newspaper Team 

Editors: Conor Doyle & Kirsty Moran 

Sports Editor: Jack Murphy 

Advertising Sales: Zara Lee 

Masthead Designer: Emily Lee 

Newspaper Sales Manager: Shauna Breen 

Submissions Manager: Shauna Breen 

Cartoon Column: Peter Ruddock & Mikey Lee 

Teacher Support: Ms. Bolger & Ms. Toomey 

Kristy goes to Abu Dhabi 

Kirsty Moran JC3 travelled for four days to Abu Dhabi with the 
National Youth Orchestra of Ireland to take part in a St Patrick's 
Day concert in the National Theatre in Abu Dhabi. This is Kirsty's 
first year with the National Youth Orchestra of Ireland and she 
played her first concert with them in the National Concert Hall 
in Dublin in January. As part of her preparations for that concert 
she attended a 6 day residential rehearsal camp in Kilkenny 
over the Christmas holidays. Her next performance with the 
National Youth Orchestra of Ireland will be in July when they go 
on a summer tour which will take place in Letterkenny, Belfast 
& Dublin. 

Costa Del Bridgetown 

Written By Adam Wickham LC2 

From BEMDAS to De Moivre, from 
locker to locker, and from green 
sheet to detention after detention. 
We’ve certainly seen it all, and some 
of us have done it all too! It’s been an 
incredible 5 years with which we 
should all be proud of. Full of 
scandals, fights, good times, bad 
times and plenty of craic. So I treat 
you; take a couple of minutes to 
indulge in the nostalgia, and 
remember the good times, as we 
explore some of the most 
controversial moments from the 
class of 2014. 

School and its Rules! 

Yes, we do have some very 
interesting school rules: of which 
there are many. Some of us think 
they’re gospel and others well, not so 
much. Whether we liked them or 
not, we had to put up with them. 
Some of my favourite quotes and 
rules from our stay are: “Where were 
you? Have you got a note!?” Our 
complete lack of colourful footwear. 
No phones between classes. Saint 
chewing gum, the patron saint of our 
classroom. And a jacket? What’s 
that!? 

Break Times 

The centre of the school day, all 
social and inter-personal interactions 
happened at this time. For some it 
was okay and for others it was an 
absolute godsend! The prospects of 
food and an almost teacher free 
environment were always welcomed. 
I suppose some of the most 
important aspects of our break-times 
were: 

Training: for those who were more 
enduring, and with that, some of the 
harshest words to hear as a friend at 
break time “I have to go....”  

Homework: For those who utilise all 
of their free time. 

Detention: You little rebel you! A 
perfectly acceptable excuse for not 
being present at break times, and an 
excellent conversation starter on 
your return.  

Creeping: for the more “ambitious” 
type, an epic journey into the world 
of love, war and partners. I would 
mention a few of the main 
contenders, but I don’t want to 
embarrass some of the teachers.  

Eating: fairly self-explanatory, was 
always suited to the more focused 
students, food for thought (and all 
that). Standards of eating greatly 
improved for us over the years, we 
were after all one of the first years 
with the new canteen. 

Gettin’ the Shift: Not a subject many 
of us want to remember, no 
comment.  

Gossiping: Always went a bit too far.  
And some people are more well 
known for this than others. Things 
that always happened: At least one 
person always got hurt, most times it 
was a rumour, news spread like 
wildfire and by the end it was 
hilarious to watch! “He said that she 
was at his house with her after being 
with that one and some freaky stuff 
started happenin’ and that’s all I’m 
sayin”  

Fights: More work than it was worth 
and a success rate of about 1 in 4 
thousand. Should’ve stayed in and 
had a nice hot chocolate. The 
teachers always stopped them 
anyway!  

The Bell: A sound which originated 
from hell and evolved slowly through 
time. It will be probably heard when 
the second coming occurs.  “CLASS 
PLEASE!!” 

 

Teachers 

We all have that one teacher that we 
hate, and Jesus do we talk about our 
teachers. At least half of our school 
lives have gone into complaining and 
criticising them, but who was the 
absolute worst? To be fair, 
substitutes have almost always been 
more annoying than our habitual 
teachers and definitely more gullible! 
I think to fully understand this topic 
we should surely recollect some of 
our favourite teacher quotes. For my 
own safety I’m mentioning no names 
but I’m sure you’ll get the gist!  

“Yo, yo, yo, yo, yo.....YO!” (worry, 
worry a lot) 

“I’m sure you can go to the toilet, 
whether you may or not is a 
completely different question” 

“Enlevé ton écharpe s’il te plâit?” 

“Lads there’s only so much I can do 
for ye like, I’ve done my part really 
it’s your turn, you know what I mean 
like? Does that make sense to 
ye?” (accompanying face needed)  

“Excuse me, what do you think you’re 
doing here” (Run, quite fast!!) 

“Do some study”  

“Is that okay yeah?” (More puzzled 
than we are) 

“Handball, fishing, shooting....what is 
the meaning of life?” 

“Leroy” (enough said) 

“Thank you for volunteering” 

So as we draw nearer and nearer to  
D-day, I’d like to think that we all left 
a lasting impression on somebody, 
and that we can reflect on how much 
we’ve come through together. Only 
once we’ve left is it going to hit us, so 
I implore you; Enjoy what’s left while 
you can, and take note of the little 
things – we’ll miss them when we are 
gone!!! 

“Your time is limited, so don't waste it living someone else’s life. Don’t let the noise of others opinions drown out 
your inner voice. And most important, have the courage to follow your heart and institution. They somehow already 
know what you truly want to become. Everything else is secondary”. Steve Jobs 

7th April is the 97th day of the year. There are 268 days until the end of the year. Celebrity Birthday’s: Jackie Chan (59), 
Russell Crowe (49), Franck Ribery (30), Francis Coppola (74), Billy Holiday (1915-1959), William Wordsworth (1770-1850). 

NEW MEMBERS TO ‘THE BRIDGE’ ALWAYS WELCOME 
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"It's not about the size of the dog in the fight, it's about the size of the fight in the dog". Mark Twain 

Goff’s Centra Bridgetown 

Open Monday-Sunday from 7:30-22:00 

Off Licence    Deli    Lotto   Newsagent    ATM 

 053 9175771 

                 ‘The Bridge’ Wall of Fame 

Sammy Delaney JC1RHY scored the winning goal in the 
soccer match on the 19th of March. Well done Sammy! 

Dylan Kavanagh JC2CD and Kaitlyn       
Chevailier JC2KC achieved superb 
results in spelling tests. Well done! 

Soraya James LC1 and Chloe Troy LC2 
have represented Bridgetown 
Vocational College at the recent 
Comhairle na Nóg AGM 2013 in 
Wexford. Hope they enjoyed the day! 

Eiméar Boyd LC2JR was nominated for the Youth 
Leadership Development Competition organised by the 
Rotary Club. She is now representing the school at County 
Level. Well done Eiméar! 

Congratulations to Shane Murphy and Ciarán Busher 
whose team who the 40x20 Leinster Final in Tinryland on 
Friday 28th March. Well done lads! 

Bridgetown 
Vocational 

College 

A Penny For Them 

Written By: Ms. Greene 

While I was in secondary school I had a 
great affection for the prose passages 
and short stories on the curriculum and 
the literature produced by the short-
story storywriters, essayists, journalists 
and humourists we studied made a 
lasting impression on me. More than 
thirty years later, when asked to write a 
piece for this publication, I found myself 
recalling those stories and passages 
and, for all too obvious reasons, 
remembering John D. Sheridan’s ‘On 
The Bridge’. 

While crossing a bridge a man stops to 
stand and stare at the river beneath and 
beyond the bridge and in no time 
curious onlookers begin to congregate 
assuming that something extraordinary 
is the source of his fascination. The man 
was not however at the centre of a 

Bridge but as I 
drop a coin 
into the 
abyss, I wish 
all those 
involved in 
this 
enterprise the 
very best of 
luck. I 
applaud the 
courage, 
commitment and enthusiasm of 
students who are participating in 
this new venture and I look 
forward to discovering the wealth 
of talent that exists in our midst.  

The most beautiful thing we can 
experience is the mysterious. 

It is the source of all true art and 
science. Albert Einstein 

scene likely to make headline news 
and he was blissfully unaware of 
the stir he had caused and of the 
speculation to which his behaviour 
had given rise. 

From similarly still waters I have 
witnessed the emergence not of 
commotion but of inspiration, the 
inspiration which has fuelled the 
creative process that lies behind 
The Bridge. Hidden talents are 
beginning to see the light of day as 
tentative journalists set about their 
work. Significant challenges are 
being faced by the editorial team 
as it attempts to establish a modus 
operandi that will provide a 
democratic and liberal platform for 
students who will contribute to 
and produce The Bridge. 

I do not know the extent of the 
treasures which lie beneath The 

JC2 Students Coasteering at the Hook 

Why did the skeleton walk in to the 
butchers? 
To buy some spare ribs. 
 

An English man, A Frenchman and Italian and 
a German were watching a street performer.  
When asked if they could see each 
responded with “Yes”, “Oui”, “Si” and “Ja”.  

Why did the duck jump of the roof? 
For the quack.  
 

What did the grape do when it got 
stepped on? 
It let out a little wine.  
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Easter Nests 
Makes: enough for 12 cupcakes 
For the cupcakes 
75ml (2½ fl oz) milk 
Scant 25g (1oz) butter 
75g (3oz) plain flour 
½tsp baking powder 
Pinch of salt 
2 medium eggs 
1tsp vanilla extract 
125g (5oz) caster sugar 
 

For the icing 
100g (3½ oz) butter, softened 
225g (8 oz) icing sugar, sifted 
25ml (1fl oz) milk 
1tsp vanilla extract 
A few drops of green food colouring (optional) 
 

For the nests 
100g (3½ oz) dark or milk chocolate, 
 in drops or broken into pieces 
4 Shredded Wheat 
36 sugar-coated mini chocolate eggs 

Guess the Teacher ???? 

Q1. Gender? 

 Male 

Q2. Age Group? (20-30, 30-40,      
 40-50, 50+) 

 30-40 

Q3. Eye Colour? 

 Blue 

Q4. Do you teach multiple subjects? 

 Yes 

Guess the Teacher Competition 

As part of The Bridge newspaper, there 
will be a competition which will feature in 
each issue. The process involves students 
guessing the identity of a teacher based 
on his/her responses to the following 
questions. 

(Answers should be placed in the 
submission box which will be set up in the 
canteen. The winner will be chosen from a 
random selection of correct answers and 
the person’s name who is picked will 
receive a prize). 

Catering for all dietary needs. 

Lunch orders taken before school 

 or during small break. 

Delicious home-cooked food. 

The Canteen 

Making the cupcakes 
Preheat the oven to 200°C (400°F, gas mark 6). Place twelve 
paper bun cases in a bun tray. Heat the milk in a saucepan until it 
almost comes to the boil, take it off the heat, add the butter and 
stir to melt, then set aside. Sift the flour with the baking powder 
and add the salt. In a separate large bowl, beat the eggs and 
vanilla extract with an electric hand mixer until light and fluffy, 
for about ten minutes. Gradually beat in the sugar until thick and 
mousse-like. Turn the speed down and blend in the flour, then 
the milk. Stop beating as soon as it's all mixed in. Spoon into each 
paper case and bake in the oven for 15 minutes or until golden 
and firm to the touch. Allow to cool slightly in the tin before 
moving to a wire rack and icing. 
Making the nests 
Crumble the Shredded Wheat and add these to melted 
chocolate, mixing in until well coated. 
Working quickly, add about 2 teaspoons of the mixture to form a 
small mound on the baking parchment. Use your fingers to press 
down the centre to form a rough nest shape, then add three mini 
eggs, pressing them down into the nest. Repeat with the rest of 
the mixture and eggs until you have twelve nests, then leave on 
the tray to cool and set. 
Making the icing 
Place the butter and sugar in a large bowl or in an electric food 
mixer and cream together until fluffy and light. Gradually add the 
milk with the vanilla extract and food colouring (if using) and 
continue beating the mixture until smooth. When the cupcakes 
are cool, ice them using a palette knife or the back of a teaspoon. 
Place a nest on top of each cake, pressing carefully but firmly 
into the icing. 

Q5. Favourite Music      
 genre? 

 Current 

Q6. Are you married? 

 No 

Q7. Do you have any 
 pets? 

 Yes WHO 
Could 

it 
be??? 

Results of the Biscuit Dunking Survey 
 

In your opinion, which is the best dunking biscuit? 
 

Rich Tea  25% 
Oreos   39% 
Digestives  27% 
Jammy Dodgers 1% 
Ginger Biscuits 3% 
Other   5% 

South East Tops Competition 

South East Tops is a competition 
held annually between 
community groups. The shows 
incorporate dance, singing, 
comedy, heritage and acting. 
With all ages from young to old 
taking part it brings a community 
together to produce hugely 
entertaining shows each year. 
The remaining 
parishes in the 
competition are:  
Our Lady’s Island, 
Taghmon, Kilrane/
Rosslare Harbour 
and Wexford Town. 
Go and see all the 
shows for great 
entertainment!! Áedán O’Shea and Jade Hennessy 

enjoying Oreos with a cup of tea. 

LIFE IS SHORT. 

SMILE WHILE 

YOU STILL HAVE          

TEETH 
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1.               2.     

                      

3.         4. 5.         

                      

                      

                      

    7.                 

                      

                      

                      

    6.                 

Crossword 

Down: 

1 Who played the role of Rose in Titanic”? (11) 

2 Who originally sang “Skyscraper”, covered by          
X-Factor winner Sam Bailey? (11) 

4 Who is the lead singer of Dublin based band              
 Kodaline? (5) 

5 What Irish band sings “Ordinary Love”, dedicated 
 to Nelson Mandela? (2) 

Across: 

1 Who won “I`m a celebrity get me out of here!” 
 2013? (8) 

2 What is the name of Little Mix debut album? (3) 

3 What is the name of One Direction’s first movie? (8) 

6 What is the name of the most subscribed channel 
on YouTube? (9) 

7 What is the name of the new Doctor from the 
famous show Doctor Who? (5) 

Ha Ha Ha…that’s classic girlie. Arrgh…what the hell girlie?? Where am I? 

Mom, mommy – is that you? 

I ain’t yo’ mommy— now out of my house!!! 

??? 
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family tries to cope with the hole in their hearts? Will 
everyone still laugh with you as they lower the small 
coffin into the ground? It isn't a joke and it isn't funny 
to make someone feel that bad. It isn't anything to be 
proud of, if it was your sister, brother, cousin or friend 
would it still be ok? If it was you, do you think it would 
be a laugh?  

In November 2013 a 15 year old girl from Galway 
whose parents were from Wexford committed suicide 
because of constant jibes and jokes that were made at 
her expense - all because she had ginger hair.  In an 
article written after the inquest of her death someone 
was quoted saying “For people with ginger hair, 
bullying seems to be acceptable, the norm.” which is 
true, if you have ginger hair today it’s seen as normal 
to get a comment or two thrown at you. But has 
anyone ever stopped and thought how it makes the 
person who is on the other end of the comment feel?     

If something you may be doing or saying would hurt 
you if it was said to you then maybe it's time to make 
things right, be a better person and stand up and 
apologise. Saying sorry won’t change what happened 
in the past but admitting you were wrong; making a 
change may change someone’s whole life.  

Fixing the world is a gigantic type of dream, but fixing 
our little community in Bridgetown Vocational College 
isn't. It's a dream for some, to wake up and not dread 
going to school, to not be afraid of what the day might 
hold. How you make people feel about themselves 
says a lot about you. When you leave and Bridgetown 
becomes all just a memory for you and for others, but 
when people remember you, when people attend your 
funeral in many years to come, do you want them to 
remember all the times you made them laugh and 
smile, or even just gave a simple hello passing by, or all 
the times you made them cry, all the times you made 
them feel alone and worthless? Maybe it's time we 
stop worrying about whether or not something is 
'racist' or 'sexist' and start worrying about whether or 
not is an unkind thing to say to a person regardless of 
gender or physical appearance. 

"People may forget what you said, may forget what 
you did, but they will never forget how you made them 
feel." - Maya Angelou  

Please speak up if you know of someone who is being 
bullied, it may change not just that person’s life, but 
the life of all those who love them too. If you are being 
bullied there are many people both in the school and 
outside it who are willing to help and willing to listen.  

People DO care. 

It’s OKAY to be Different 

Written By Shauna Breen LC1 

We live in a community, a 
society where some would 
rather die than be who they 
are. We have prejudice and 
we have an issue that seems to be worsening and 
becoming an even greater issue as technology becomes 
better, as 'normal' seems to be something you have to 
be, as fitting in is what matters, as listening to a certain 
type of music or liking a certain thing can get you 
branded a certain type of person, as hurtful words are 
thrown together for a laugh at someone’s expense, and 
as more and more young people are dying, we ask why? 
Why people would be so hurtful? So ignorant? So 
unaware of how damaging words can be? But behind all 
the disbelief that one human could do such horrible 
things to another, the true realisation that it is us the 
ones who are so against bullying, who are the bullies. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that 
'All human being are born free and equal', 'Everyone has 
the right to freedom of opinion and expression without 
interference'. Some might say just as a person has the 
right to be someone or do something, that you have the 
right to not like it. This is true, you have your right to 
have your own opinion, but if their expression and 
opinion is without interference then so should yours. But 
is your reason for not liking something concrete? Or are 
you a sheep that follows the crowd, because you’re 
afraid to be different yourself? 

We each live our lives a certain way. Does that mean 
that ours is the 'right' way? Does it mean it is the only 
way? Does it mean that this is the way every one of the 7 
billion people on this earth should live? Does it give us 
the right to force our way upon people? No. We have 
seen in the past that this is not the way forward. So what 
is? An ideal world where, people can be who they want 
to be, can express themselves to whatever degree they 
want. A world where your sexual orientation, the colour 
of your skin, the shape of your body, the way you like to 
dress or do your hair, how much money you have, your 
religion or your government of choice didn't matter to 
those that weren't affected by your choice.  

"It was a joke" "Sure I was only messing" "We were just 
having a laugh" but is it funny as someone is crying, as 
someone sits at home alone and doesn’t feel like they 
have any reasons to live anymore, as someone takes 
their own life? Is your joke still funny as a family mourns 
a child? Is your little nudge in the hall still funny as a 

Ger Hore Photography 

Official Photographer for the Wexford People Newspaper 

77 South Main Street, 

Wexford. 

035 9141192 

 

Can do portraits & restore old photographs. Capturing magical 

moments in people's lives at weddings, parties, family events, 

sporting events and Wexford's historical occasions for thirty years.  

Student Services 

Focus on Dyslexia 

Dyslexia is where people find it hard to learn to write, read or to 
spell. But there is help in school and there is help at the Dyslexia 
Association Ireland. You can contact by e-mailing or phoning.  

Here are all the contacts: 

Address: DAI, Suffolk Chambers, 1 Suffolk, Dublin2, Ireland. 

www.dyslexia.ie 

e-mail: info@dyslexia.ie 

“Be who you are and say what you feel because those who 

mind don’t matter and those who matter don't mind”.     

Dr. Suess 

mailto:info@dyslexia.ie
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My Views on the JCSA 

Written By Fionn Kelleher JC3 

The Minister for Education Ruairí 
Quinn made a speech in Dáil Éireann 
on the 5th of March concerning the 
country’s need to reform education. 
In his speech, the Minister 
introduced what he called the Junior 
Cycle Student Awards, abbreviated 
as JCSA. 

The basic idea behind the JCSA 
system is, rather than engaging in a 
three year Junior Cert course, 
students would be continuously 
assessed and awarded on their 
academic performance throughout 
the three years, with no end-of-
course examination. At first glance, 
this may seem like a superb idea for 
students and teachers alike, 
however in reality if such a system 
were implemented in the manner 
Ruairí Quinn specifies, it would 
result in havoc. 

Although I don’t strictly agree with 
examinations and rote learning, the 
beauty of the Junior Cert and 
Leaving Cert is that the 
examinations themselves have no 
personally identifiable information 
on them, ensuring a level playing 

field for every student; only one 
identifier – the examination number 
– is assigned to the paper. Examiners 
don’t know anything personal about 
the student and vice versa, creating a 
certain level of anonymity. 

From this September onwards – 
assuming the Minister’s plan goes 
full steam ahead – teachers will be 
responsible for assessing Junior Cycle 
students. Not an external entity, the 
teachers. As a student with 
experience of the near entirety of 
the Junior Cert course, I can 
confidently say that this will cause 
massive ructions. The anonymity of 
state examinations perishes, opening 
the door to occurrences of bias and 
favoritism whilst grading tests. 

Work over the course of the JCSA will 
be determined and decided by 
individual teachers, which in turn 
means that marking schemes will be 
non-existent. It will be entirely 
impossible for students and parents 
to ensure they aren’t being cheated 
out of marks. This will undoubtedly 
lead to an increase of disputes 
between teachers, students and 
parents. 

Similarly to Project Maths, this 
system will be phased in gradually 

over the next few years, meaning 
only certain subjects will be taught 
using the new JCSA syllabus. This 
means that apart from English, 
everyone will still be doing the Junior 
Cert exam based on the current 
syllabuses. From what I can hear from 
teachers, and from research on the 
trade union websites, English 
teachers are unhappy with how little 
information they’re getting at in-
service events about the new English 
syllabus. Depending on the severity, 
an issue could spawn from this in that 
teachers would be unable to 
effectively teach JCSA English this 
coming school year. 

Last week, around 27,000 teachers in 
the ASTI and TUI trade unions 
protested at lunch break to show 
dismay about the situation all over 
the country, including Bridgetown. 
Amongst the concern, Ms. Hally 
provided me with the following 
quote: “The issue of assessment 
needs to be discussed in much more 
depth.” 

It’s important that not only teachers 
are actively against the changes, but 
students take an active role in 
preventing our great education 
system being destroyed. 

Student Award Ceremony 

Written By: Shauna Boyd JC2 

Every year the school hosts an awards ceremony for the 
students. Fr. Denis presents the award to the students 
who have won awards with the help of some teachers.  
Every year there is the Attendance Award which is 
presented to students who have not missed a day of 
school all year. The Academic Awards are awards for 
those who got excellent results in house exams - 
summer tests and Christmas tests. There is also All-
Round Achievement Award which is given to students 
demonstrate their dedication, co-operation and 
commitment to their work throughout the year. There 
are more than 10 awards for different Sports; Athletics, 
Basketball, Rugby, Soccer, Gaelic Football, Hurling, 
Equestrian and Handball are only some of the sports. 
Throughout the year there are Art competitions both 
inside and outside of the school. Every year the school 
gives the first years a chance to win a scholarship to the 

Where is Leo Going Wrong? 

Written By Jade Hennessy JC3 

Another year of excellent performances by Leonardo DiCaprio and yet again no award to show for it. The 86th 
Academy Awards, which was hosted by Ellen DeGeneres, was held on March 2nd 2014. Leonardo lost out on the 
Best Actor Award to Matthew McConaughey for his role alongside DiCaprio in the Wolf of Wallstreet. Leonardo 
was nominated for other awards for his performances in ‘The Great Gatsby’ and ‘The 
Wolf of Wallstreet’ yet he still has no gold statue to call his own. It seems the only 
thing poor Leo got to take home with him was a bruised ego and some misty eyes. Lets 
hope he recovers from his latest snub in time to target a move to get lucky in next 
years Oscars. Winners of the night included Alfonso Cuarón snatching the Best Director 
Award for the movie Gravity, Cate Blanchett Best Actress, Jared Leto was the Best 
Supporting Actor winner alongside Lupita Nyong’o who won Best Supporting Actress, 
so it wasn’t all doom and gloom for the actors on the night. It’s okay Leo, you’ll always 
be a winner in our hearts. 

Gaeltacht. Last year two boys and two girls won. The 
LC2 Awards are not only for having a certain academic 
standard in a subject but to take into account a 
student’s interest in a subject. There is also Subject 
Awards for 'The Duais Ui Mhorda' for excellence in 
Technical Subjects, 'The Jim Hurley Cup' for excellence 
in Senior Science Subjects and the award for 'Best 
Agricultural Science Project'. The School Spirit Award 
was only new to our school last year. It was brought in 
to highlight the many students who give up their free 
time to help out in fundraising, training sports teams at 
break times and in many other ways. They show pride in 
our school. The last award is the Student of the Year 
Award. It is the most honourable award. The nominees 
for this award have shown that they’re mature, honest, 
responsible, respectful and have made a valuable 
contribution to 
the school during 
their time here in 
Bridgetown 
Vocational 
College. 

“The world is full of magic things patiently waiting for our senses to grow sharper”. William Butler Yeats 
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A Sugar Coated Nation 

Written By: Clara Rochford JC3 

Since time began sugar has been one 
of our greatest weaknesses. The 
difference between then and now 
that the simple piece of fruit that 
contains an average of 2 teaspoons of 
natural sugar fructose does not satisfy 
our sweet tooth anymore. The lack of 
nutritional knowledge and discipline 
has tipped the balance and thrown us 
into a world of sugar related diseases. 
Potential for obesity, type two 
diabetes, heart disease, poor 
immunity, fungal infections and skin 
disorders such as acne are all fuelled 
by our high sugar consumptions. 

We need to take a good look at what 
we are eating on a daily basis. Do we 
really know how much sugar is 
contained in our diets? How often do 
we turn over a bottle or a wrapper, 
and even if we did would we 
understand the ingredients and the 
amount of sugar contained. What 
many of you might not realise is that 
sugar has many names including high 

fructose corn syrup, sucrose, 
molasses, malt syrup and honey. 
The RDA (recommended daily 
allowance) of sugar for women is 
24g (6 teaspoons) and 37.5g (9 
teaspoons) for men 
(livestrong.com). However, 
according to an article in the Irish 
Independent by Victoria Lambert on 
the 15/04/2013, the average Irish 
person consumes 238 teaspoons of 
sugar per week .In my opinion this is 
an alarming amount. 

So where is this sugar coming from? 
Some of the top brand high energy 
drinks contain between 8 and 13 
teaspoons of sugar per 380ml 
bottle. Some of our most common 
brands of fizzy drinks can contain 
anything between 6 teaspoons to 9 
teaspoons per 12oz. can. On 
average bars, that we find in our 
shops and vending machines every 
day contain sugar amounts of 33g 
approximately 8 teaspoons of sugar 
in a 60g bar. For those of us who 
think we are taking the healthier 
options many of the average size or 

6oz pots of flavoured yogurts have up 
to 27g which is approximately 7 
teaspoons of sugar and if you are 
looking for the lighter diet yogurt 
alternative these 6oz. pots contain up 
to 14g of sugar plus artificial 
sweeteners. Certain brands of 
flapjacks or oatmeal biscuit may 
contain 12g of sugar, half our daily 
allowance! Even our sandwiches 
contain sugar, not just in some of our 
fillings but in the bread itself. We 
have become oblivious to this sweet 
poison creeping into our diet day in 
and day out slowly creating a nation 
of sugar addicts. The question is, are 
we in the midst of a sugar epidemic? 

The good news is there is help out 
there both conventional and 
alternative to aid us in reducing our 
sugar cravings and there are 
alternative products available if we 
keep a close eye on the nutritional 
information and ingredients on the 
back of the bottle, the can, the packet 
or the bar. We have got to take 
control of our blood sugar levels 
before they take control of us. 

The Official Top 10 Biggest Selling Singles of 2013 
1. Blurred Lines  Robin Thicke/Ti/Pharrell 

2. Get Lucky   Daft Punk Ft Pharrell Williams 

3. Wake Me Up  Avicii 

4. Let Her Go   Passenger 

5. La La La   Naughty Boy Ft Sam Smith 

6. ROAR    Katy Perry 

7. Thrift Shop   Mackelmore/Ryan Lewis/Wanz 

8. Just Give Me a Reason Pink Ft Nate Ruess 

9. Counting Stars  One Republic 

10. Mirrors   Justin Timberlake 
“Life is what happens while you are busy 

making other plans”. John Lennon 

My goldfish, Dexter died recently. I'm 
finding it very hard to cope with it all. 
We had a very nice send-off for him but 
it still doesn't feel right. Every time my 
Mum mentions buying a new fish, I just 
feel like crying. 

How can I make all this 
easier on myself? 
 
Advice: 

Firstly, I'm sorry for your loss. I too have 
experienced the death of a goldfish but 
maybe not in the same way as you 
though nonetheless it was a change.  
I suggest putting away the tank/bowl 
where your fish lived and instead but 
something else, something happy, like 
flowers in its place. Or you could make a 
scrapbook of things that 
remind you of him such 
as plants or pictures. 
Maybe then you can 
move on, and focus on 
getting a new fish…. 
Dexter the Second! Dexter II 
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Goodbye Prefabs 

Written By: Ellen Fletcher-McHugh JC1 

You would have either seen or heard the building site situated 
beside the gym. This building is going to be a wonderful ASD 
unit. It is specially designed for students on the autistic 
spectrum. It is due to be finished in September 2014. Ms. 
Fortune informed me about the build, when I asked her 
opinion she said “It should be a fine building, considering the 
ASD Unit has been based in a prefab to date.” They will have 
three classes of up to six students in each class. There should 
be a lovely sensory garden as part of the building. In a sensory 
garden the plants and features try to appeal to the senses. 
Niamh Sinnot in JC1 said “It’s really loud and annoying but it 
should be worth it.” I hope everything will go smoothly and 
that the new facilities will be a great success. 

The Grad 

Written By: Saoirse 
Burke LC2 

Our time at 
Bridgetown 
Vocational College 
is coming to an end 
and although the teachers will disagree they’re going to 
miss us. Whether you loved it or hated it we’ve only got 
a few more months in the hallowed halls of Bridgetown - 
the class of 2014 is moving on. There’ll be no more 
classes to attend and no more morning roll calls but for 
now there are talks of a yearbook and a grad and many 
silent prayers for a quick and painless Leaving Cert. 

First lets talk grads. The grad or “debs” has always been 
surrounded by a hype and excitement never associated 
with any other school event. Bridgetown has seen many 
students through from first year to their Leaving Cert 
grad, each one has had its own unique touch and ours 
will too. However these events have all got several things 
in common, lots of young people dressed to the nines, 
loaded with cash and out to have a good time. Our grad 
will be no different and whether it’s excitement for the 
food or just the hype of the grad it’s a common topic of 
discussion now. The secret to anything in life is planning 
or preparation and the grad committee is hard at work 
hoping to create a night to remember. I know personally 
I’ve got my fingers crossed that Mr Kent will be DJ on the 
night. Many girls are worrying about who has a dress and 
who has a date now. The worry of “What if I don’t have a 
date” has surely played across the minds of many a 
student but these things tend to be needless worries. As 
tickets go on sale and things begin to fall into place, 
worries about the grad will slowly melt away.  

Although many will deny it girls are jealous and 
competitive everyone wants to be “Belle of the Ball” and 
look drop dead gorgeous on the night. The hunt for the 
perfect dress has been on for months and no girl wants 
to wear the same dress as someone else.  

Boys will put on ‘the playing it cool’ front but I think 
secretly even they have worried about dates at some 
stage but it’s more about who’ll look good in a photo 
rather than interesting conversation. There’s no worry 
about what to wear mammy will sort that and as for the 
corsage “What’s that?” sure mam can get that too. 
There’s no need for hairdressers and make-up artists. A 
shower and a tub of hair gel on the night will do the job 
just fine.  

The graduation mass is a bit of a tradition in school. It’s a 
chance for us to come together and gather our strength 
and ask for help with our Leaving Cert and future. The 
LC2s and their nearest and dearest will be there. It is a 

statement that we are all in this together but also that 
our childhood is ending and we have to grow up.  

It’s a remembrance for us the students who started out 
on this journey together in September 2009 and also 
those who have left along the way. Most of all whether 
you loved or hated your time in Bridgetown Vocational 
College I’m sure you’ll agree it ’s been an unforgettable 
experience. 

The grad is ultimately the goodbye to childhood. It’s 
formal for a reason, because it makes a statement to 
the wider community that we are ready to take on the 
world. The pomp and the ceremony allow us to take 
videos and photos and record the memories. It forces 
us to take something serious for once if only in front of 
the adults. Boys will have to collect girls, face the 
parents, meet the grannies and stand for pictures in 
uncomfortable clothes but that’s life. Girls on the other 
hand will have to walk up the red carpet, smile and be 
the film star’s we were meant to be. The entrance is 
similar to one once saved for monarchs. It’s almost like 
a masquerade ball or Halloween party with everyone all 
dressed up. The tans are on, the nails painted and 
buffed, hair pulled up in a series of curls, heels so high 
you can’t walk and dresses of all shapes and lengths.  

All good things come at a price and most products have 
a health warning attached these days. The grad’s health 
warning is one that will have been preached on many a 
night before a trip to the Halfway or overnight party. 
Alcohol, drugs, sex and peer pressure trigger all the 
basic fears in our parents but they should also be taken 
seriously by us. Use your brains lads, party well and 
enjoy yourselves but survive the night with good 
memories and no surprise packages or injuries. 

We’ve all heard the tales of previous grads - the sore 
heads, the endless laughs and crazy dances. We’ll make 
our own memories and tell the tales for years to come. 
After this night we’ve all got to move. Change is 
inevitable and we must accept it with a daunting fear 
and an expectant excitement. Maybe in a couple of 
years we’ll look back on our grad and recount our 
memories perhaps after a pint or two in The Halfway. 
So just remember 
whether it’s the touch 
of the “hard” boys or 
simply our awesome 
year the grad is going 
to be amazing. Look 
forward to it with 
anticipation not fear. 
To quote Jay-Z… I’ve 
got 99 problems but a 
grad ain’t one. 

Prefab on the move. 
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Changeable 

Written By: Ms. McKenna’s 3rd Year JCSP English Class 

“Finally…”, Rob announced to the empty room. Valerie had 
just texted him back. She wanted him to meet her after 
school at the abandoned mill behind old Cogley’s farm. He 
would definitely be there, he had fancied her for ages!!! 
After fixing his hair & spraying himself liberally with Lynx, 
he grabbed his bike & cycled rapidly down the narrow lane.  

As he approached the mill, the rusty gates were closed. 
They should have been opened already if Valerie was 
here…He jumped down & pushed them open. He was 
wading through the long grass when a mouse ran over his 
foot making him jump. He looked all around but saw no 
sign of Valerie so he checked his phone. His battery was 
dead, even though it had been fully charged when he left 
the house. 

Suddenly Rob heard someone calling his name from inside 
the mill. His name was called clearly twice but the third 
time it faded quietly away. As he pushed the door of the 
mill open the old hinges whined. He noticed a rickety spiral 
staircase but it suddenly got dark as the door closed behind 
him. “Ro……ob”, he heard again so he proceeded up the 
stairs. 

He opened the door at the top of the stairs, walked in 
& immediately noticed a small girl. She was all 
dressed in white but had her back to him. She was 
sitting down facing her reflection in a cracked mirror. 
All you could see was the white of her eyes. Rob 
noticed that a candle was 
lighting on the floor in front 
of her. He was frozen to the 
spot when she began 
chanting in what sounded 
like Latin. The girl’s voice 
began soft & slow but 
increased in volume & 
intensity. She stopped.  She 
reached forward, picked up the candle, slowly turned 
around & blew the candle out. Rob took several steps 
backwards unable to peel his eyes away from the 
approaching figure. All of a sudden his feet went from 
underneath him & he was falling. 

Rob woke. He was on the floor of the mill with an 
ache in his head. He put his hand to the back of his 
head & when he looked at it, it was covered in blood.  
Rob slowly got to his feet and made his way to the 
door of the mill. As he picked up his bike he glanced 
back. All he saw was a figure in white staring out the 
window. 

Trend to Try: Top Knot Bun 

Written By: Jade Hennessy JC3 

No longer a look for reserved librarians, the 
top knot bun seems to be the trend on top 
of everyone’s head. This particular hairstyle 
can be in an incredibly chic and feminine 
look without trying too hard. Celebrities 

including Kim Kardashian and Cheryl Cole have 
been spotted sporting this style of bun. Whether 
it’s a date night, school or even a trip to the gym, 
this bun is extremely versatile for all occassions. 
What’s more is that it is an effortless look, you 
can see Grainne modelling the look here. 

“Learning never exhausts the mind”. Leonardo da Vinci 

Nothing To Him, A Lot To Me 

Written By: Sally-May Jones LC1 

You say it’s nothing,  
But this isn’t nothing, 
Your actions tell me you’re done, 
But in my heart you are not gone. 
 

I’m trying so hard to let go, 
I wish I could let you know, 
I’m not ready to say goodbye, 
But I can’t stand hearing another lie. 
 

What do you want me to say? 
That I need you in my life, Dad 
Because it hurts more and more 
each and every day. 
But what good would that do? 
I’m nothing to you.  

LCA2 Trip to Wexford Creamery Friday 28th March. 

Say Cheese 

Written By: Hazel Kavanagh and Shane O’Rourke LCA2 

The LCA2 students went to Wexford Creamery on the 28th of March 2014. 
They were firstly told about Health and Safety, followed by information on 
how the milk is collected and how any antibiotics in the cows are traced. 
The students found it intriguing to hear about the different stages the raw 
milk goes through before becoming the finished product – cheese. They 
then took a tour around the creamery 
where they saw how the milk was 
separated into curds and whey. Some 
students tasted the curds directly from the 
machine. At the end of the tour the LCA2 
students each got a bag of cheese. It was a 
very worthwhile experience. 

Best Wishes to 

The Bridge 
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“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the World”. Nelson Mandela 

Comhghairdeas le gach dalta a rinne an scrúdú bhéil an tseachtain seo chaite. Go n-éirí an 
t-ádh libh amach anseo. - An Roinn Gaeilge. 

“Well done to all those who had their Home Economic’s cooking practicals. Brilliant job. 
All your dishes looked great”. Ms. Byrne  

Best of Luck to all students with the Orals and Practical Exams over the next few weeks. 

Best of luck to all Junior Certificate and Leaving Certificate students in the State Exams  
this Summer. You can do it! 

Important Dates 

County Wexford Youth Theatre's Annual Show 'The Elephant in the 
Room' is being held in the Wexford Opera House the 24th and the 
26th of April. A massive Good Luck to Soraya James and Emma 
Freeney. Break a leg! 

JC2 Students enjoying the activities at Shielbaggan Outdoor  
Education Centre 
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The Bridge Book of the Month 

Review Written By: Cormac Doyle JC1 

Title: Skulduggery Pleasant: Book 1 

Author: Derek Landy 

Genre: Fiction 

Summary: When Stephanie Edgley’s Uncle 
Gordon – a writer of horror novels – passes away, she 
meets his one-time friend Skulduggery Pleasant…who 
just happens to be a skeleton wizard-detective, who 
believes he is invincible and has the world’s biggest ego 
(not that he believes that part!). He drags her into a 
world of magic and chaos, introducing her to a whole 
range of characters: Tanith Low; a stunningly pretty and 
deadly master swordswoman, Ghastly Bespoke; an 

amazing tailor who is also a boxer, China Sorrows, who 
is not only lovely but collects things with magical 
properties (usually by corrupt and illegal means) and 
more. Together Skulduggery and Stephanie explore 
the mysterious circumstances around her uncle’s 
death, meeting danger at every turn. And as this world 
tightens its clutches around her, Stephanie starts to 
believe that though her uncle’s novels were horror - 
they were definitely not fiction. But can Stephanie and 
Skulduggery be strong enough to defeat the evil 
Serpine? 

Personal Response: From the first moment I opened 
this book I was hooked. The author captures the 
characters so well and never seems to run out of 
ideas. I’ve read all of the books so far and they take 
my breath away. In my opinion it’s the best book I’ve 
read so far. 

Review of Bullying and Friendship Workshop 
Written By Ciarán Pierce JC1 

On the 18th of March Péader Donohoe and four 
other actors came to our school to do a friendship 
and bullying presentation. All of first year enjoyed 
it because it was very humorous. There were three 
main parts to the presentation: firstly a drama 

which showed a story of bullies and victims of 
bullying. It was a great insight into how bullies 
and victims of bullying think. The second part 
of the presentation was a slideshow which 
told us about the different types of bullying 
and finally we engaged in some group activi-
ties focusing on how to prevent bullying and 
how to deal with it. I speak for all of first year 
when I say it was an enjoyable experience. 

LC1 Writers in Residence Workshop with Billy Roche 

Written By: Dylan Cleary LC1 

Fifth year English students have once again participated in the annual 
Billy Roche Residency Programme. The classes took place on Tuesday 
mornings during the students’ double classes and consisted of writing 
exercises, which helped with thinking of names for characters, titles, 
and places whilst helping to expand descriptive vocabulary. Billy also 
read out some of his favourite poetry and short stories to the class.  On 
occasion Billy even sang pieces from his plays.  

This is a unique programme for our school which concluded on Tuesday 
25th of March with an award ceremony honouring some of our more 
skilled writers and admiring their work whilst still congratulating 
everyone who participated for sharing their work; all of which was 
admirable in its own way. We heard readings from students 
representing all three classes Soraya James, Conor Doyle, Adam McGee 
(reading Josh Cahill’s piece), Pippa Kineen, Sally-May Jones and 
Stephanie Murphy (reading Emily Lee’s piece), other pieces read by Billy 
and Ms.McKenna included stories by Amy O’Connor, Amy Scallan and 
Moritz Vannahme. All stories received praise from Billy Roche, Ms. 
Greene and the representative from Poetry Ireland, Jane O’Hanlon. The 
overall winner was Amy O’Connor with runners up including Amy 
Scallan, Soraya James, Conor Doyle, Emma Freeney, Alice Jordan and 
Moritz Vannahme, and Pippa Kinneen received a prize for her poetry. All 
of the stories and poems not just the winners have been compiled in a 
book accompanied by art work from Jodie Codd and Emily Lee. This 
anthology will be kept in the school library. 

I felt like the programme was inspiring and has encouraged me to 
pursue creative writing. It seems to have evoked an interest from other 
students in my year too but only time will tell if the next great Irish 
writer will emerge from Bridgetown. 

Ms. Bolger’s English class 

Ms. Cahill’s English class 

Ms. Kenna’s English class 

The Mrs. Carter Show Review 

Written By: Megan Benson JC3 

Just ten months since Beyonce played the O2 in her world tour, she 
surprises everyone with announcing another European tour. Beyonce 
sold out four nights in Dublin. As a vocal performer, Beyonce is 
perhaps unrivalled. While Adele and Celine Dion can belt out tunes 
gloriously, nobody can match Beyonce’s on stage athletism and her 
ability to not just hold a note while furiously dancing in intimidating 
heels, but make it soar. Beyonce has released her new album 
featuring her newly released songs ‘XO’ and ‘Drunk in Love ft. Jay-Z’ 
which she performed in the O2. Anyone assuming her husband Jay-Z 
would step out to sing his verse was disappointed. 

“If you can dream it you can do it”. 

Walt Disney 
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The Book Thief: Film Review  

Written By: Rebecca Egan JC3  

Based on the book written by Australian author Markus Zusak, directed by Brian Percivil, 
The Book Thief is narrated by ‘Death’ and is set in Nazi Germany. It follows the struggles 
of a young girl, Leisel, and her foster parents as they cope with Hitler’s rule over the 
country. 

Leisel (Sophie Nélisse) finds a book at her brothers snowy graveside and although she 
can’t read, keeps it. After gaining a good relationship with her foster father, Hans 
Hubermann (Geoffrey Rush; The Kings Speech) she slowly learns how to read and write, 
unhappy with the taunts of her fellow classmates. After a Nazi book burning she acquires 
another book but not without someone seeing her in the act. This book makes her love 
for reading grow even more. As the movie continues the son of an old friend who is a Jew 
named Max shows up and the family takes him in. Leisel quickly becomes close to him. 

The events in this film are quite tragic and unfortunately realistic, some including 
basement checks and the removal of Jews. Leisel is quite a courageous girl for her age. 
The young Canadian actress, Nélisse, portrays her very well for the duration the film, 
displaying strong emotion in this grim story.  

As the story progresses lives are lost, people leave and the young girl is left with difficult situations. As sad as this 
film is there are also many joyful moments in the darkest of times, mostly due to family moments. The director did 
a very good job simulating the Nazi occupied Germany. The German language is scattered throughout but is always 
accompanied by subtitles. 

Review of the Production of  
William Shakespeare’s Othello 

Written By: Pippa Kinneen LC1 

On Tuesday March 18th, the LC1 
Higher Level classes on coming back 
from their long St. Patrick's 
weekend, were in for, what they 
thought to be a dreaded non-stop 
Shakespearean day. The play 
Othello was coming to Bridgetown 
in the auditorium. One person who I 
will not name moaned; “The 
thoughts of this”. 

The play would commence at a 
quarter past eleven and proceed 
through the middle three classes 
(unfortunately missing everyone’s 
favorite subject: Maths). The three 
higher level English classes were 
ushered into the auditorium and 
took their seats in front of the stage. 
However their expectations did in 
no way line up with the reality. In a 
matter of minutes the room was 
amazingly full of laughter as the four 
energetic actors introduced 
themselves. 

Many of the students doubted the 
quantity of actors on stage as there 
are up to twenty one characters in 
the play. But this illusion was soon 
shattered as the play launched into 
Act 1 Scene 1, when the actors 
demonstrated that they were more 
than capable of switching characters 
in a matter of minutes, and that this 
was no ordinary play. “It was very 
entertaining” said Amy O' Connor a 
fifth year student who attended the 
play. A second doubt then sprang to 
mind for many observers as they 
wondered curiously as to how on 
earth Marcus/ Momo/ Mohammed 

could ever play Othello while being 
Caucasian. Othello is a colored man, 
which is the only reason there is 
uproar upon him marrying the fair 
Desdemona, causing confusion and a 
silent uproar in the auditorium itself.  
But once again, the actor who 
played Othello astounded us all and 
proved that he was worthy, with his 
regal manor, powerful voice and 
dramatic presence. Once the play 
began he started acting it didn't 
matter what his skin colour was as 
everyone watched transfixed as he 
captured Othello perfectly. 

Unlike other play productions 
Cyclone’s Othello, breaks down after 
every act, sometimes asking 
questions or permitting you to 
inquire about something you might 
not have understood about the play 
or characters, or explaining the act 
through modern English with their 
rap song featuring Iago, Cassio and 
the word “CLINK” 

No one expected such humor and 
fun from the play. It put a smile on 
everyone's face. The actors then 
asked for volunteers, and so it was 
that Cathal O' Shea became a very 
convincing Bianca, wearing a curly 
wig and revealing his promising 
career as a dancer. Also appearing 
on stage were Soraya James and 
Jack Murphy, whose wig fell off 
several times (playing Lodovico and 
Gratiano). 

The feedback from students was 
very positive and seems to have 
been a triumph throughout. The play 
was humorous but also extremely 
powerful and enchanting, 
particularly in the last scene. The 
actors were funny and happy when 

interacting with students but then 
very serious when assuming their 
character's personas again. “It's not 
what I expected but it helped me to 
see different aspects that I would not 
have thought of myself, I enjoyed 
hearing their point of view and what 
they took from the play, it really 
enlightened me” said LC1 student 
Emma Freeney. It was a unique 
experience helping the students 
learn and have a better 
understanding of the characters and 
the play itself, while in an upbeat 
atmosphere that held everyone’s 
attention. Cyclone’s production of 
William Shakespeare's Othello was 
certainly unexpected but indeed a 
highly memorable experience. 

Sketch By: Jodie Codd LC1 

“It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves”. William Shakespeare 
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Happy Birthday 
Ryan Stafford 
From the lads 

Happy Birthday 

Laura Sinnott 

love  
Kellie, Julia 

& Shóna 

25th April 
To Isobel 

Happy Birthday! 
Love Boo x 

Happy Birthday 
Bethany 

we love you. 
From your 
Homies x 

11th April 
Abbie Jones 

Happy Birthday 
Love from 

Lorna  

Happy Birthday 
Becky 

hope you have a  
good day! 

Love from Abbie x  

Isobel 
Happy Birthday 

Love 
Conor & Delphine 

5th May 
To my best friend 

Shauna 
have an amazing 

birthday! Whoops. 
Love you lots, 

Shauna x 

30th April 
A massive Happy 

Birthday to 
Chloe O'Brien 

The big 17. 
Have a great day! 
Love from Áine x 

Happy Birthday 
Samantha Thomas 
love from all your  

friends. 

19th April 
Happy Birthday 

Mic 
We hope ya have a 

fantastic day! 
Lots of love 

your 3 Shauna's  

Belle 
Happy 

Birthday 
from your 
favourite 
people. 

18th April 
Happy Birthday 

Becky xo 
Love R.B  

29th April 
Happy Birthday 

Emily Lee 
have the best 

day ever!! 
Lots of love from 
Kerrie, Amy O'C, 
Jodie & Amy C. x 

Breithlá shona dhuit (Irish), 

Joyeux anniversaire (French) 

Alles Gute zum Geburstag (German) 

Feliz cumpleaños (Spanish) 

Buon compleann (Italian) 

Apsveicu dzimšanas dienā (Lativian) 

Wszystkiego najlepszego z okazji urodzin (Polish) 

Penblwydd Hapus (Welsh) 

Všechno nejlepší k narozeninám (Czech) 

Tillykke med fødselsdagen (Danish) 

生日快乐 (shēngrì kuàilè) (Chinese) 

Chúc mừng sinh nhật (Vietnamese) 

Rā whānau koa (Māori) 

Til hamingju með afmælið (Icelandic) 

According to the 1998 Guinness Book of World Records, "Happy 
Birthday to You" is the most recognized song in the English 
language.The melody of "Happy Birthday to You" comes from the 
song "Good Morning to All", which has been attributed to 
American sisters Patty Hill and Mildred J. Hill in 1893. Patty was a 
kindergarten principal in Louisville, Kentucky. Mildred was a 
pianist and composer.  
One of the most famous performances of "Happy Birthday to You" was 
Marilyn Monroe's rendition to U.S. President John F. Kennedy in May 1962. 

15th April 
Happy Birthday 
Sophie O'Neill 

Happy Birthday 
Katie Goff 

Love from Hayley! 
Happy 16

th   

Birthday 

Shóna 

love Kellie &  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinness_Book_of_World_Records
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patty_Hill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mildred_J._Hill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisville,_Kentucky
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marilyn_Monroe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Happy_Birthday,_Mr._President
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._President
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_F._Kennedy
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Written By: Jack Murphy LC1 

Bridgetown claimed a historic win 
on Wednesday the 19th of March 
as they overcame Arklow 2-1, 
courtesy of an own goal and a last 
gasp winner from Sammy Delaney 
in a game that they were always in 
control of in a sun-soaked 
Bunclody. The boys in red and 
white gave a strong and solid 
performance throughout the 70 
minutes—one all of the supporters 
could be proud of, and showed no 
signs of fatigue despite beating 
Kilcool of Wicklow the day before. 
Led out by captain Dylan O’Brien, 
Bridgetown set the game alight 
early on with good use of 
possession and dedicated tackles. 
Arklow couldn’t set a foot on the 
ball in the first 30 minutes as 
players like centre backs Daniel 
Halligan and Eoin Goff and the 
midfield line were outshining their 
opponents. The first clear chance 
fell to Goff on the thirteenth 
minute as his rasping left footed 
free kick from the edge of the box 
was tipped onto the crossbar by 
the Arklow keeper. Goff’s set-
pieces and deliveries were a major 
threat all day, and Bridgetown 
came close on numerous occasions 
from his accurate kicks. Bridgetown 
continued to control the first half, 
but they couldn’t snatch the crucial 
goal that would take them ahead 
despite their dominance, with 
chances from Barry Roche and 
Dean Corish not taken. Against the 
run of play though, the Wicklow 
team took the lead from the 
penalty spot in the twenty ninth 
after Goff was harshly penalised for 
his attempted tackle. And the 
resulting penalty was dispatched 
from Arklow’s number seven, their 
captain on the day. This goal gave 
Arklow some much needed 
confidence after a dismal display in 

the first half, but they did end the 
half the stronger team and they 
nearly doubled their lead in the thirty 
second minute when their number 
seven forced a fine save from Brian 
Moore from a free kick nineteen 
yards out. Number seven and eight in 
centre midfield stood out towards 
the end and were the clear danger 
men for Arklow. As the whistle blew 
to indicate half time, the Bridgetown 
lads trudged to the side-line in 
disbelief as to how they weren’t in 
the lead in this game. But when the 
second half began, it was clear to see 
that Bridgetown meant business and 
were there for the trophy. Right from 
the first whistle of the second half, 
they kicked their opponents off the 
field. Captain O’Brien stepped up to 
the plate and started to show what a 
good player he can be, along with 
winger Roche and the attacking 
threats we contained and they finally 
got themselves back into the game 
on the forty eighth minute. Another 
great Goff delivery from a corner 
caused confusion in the Arklow box 
and eventually the ball found its way 
to the back of the net off the 
unfortunate goalkeeper. From then 
on it was like men against boys. 
O’Brien’s hard drive from a distance 
two minutes after the first goal 
nearly found its way into the back of 
the net but with just too much height 
and it went over the top. But in the 
fifty-fifth minute Bridgetown really 
did get off lightly when Arklow were 
denied a stone wall penalty for 
obstruction. This claim for a penalty 
turned out to be Arklow’s only real 
chance of snatching victory in the 
remainder of the game, although 
they did control possession for 
periods leading to the end. Our lads 
finished the brighter, with the whole 
team putting in a huge final effort to 
try and grab victory. And they got 
what they thoroughly deserved as a 

long punt forward as nodded on in 
the direction of winger Sammy 
Delaney, and his low left foot shot 
was out of the reach of the diving 
keeper and Bridgetown had secured 
in the last minute! Delaney ran to the 
supporters to celebrate and the final 
whistle to signal the end of the game 
was blown moments later. Delaney 
was carried off the pitch shoulder 
high after his third goal in two days 
and was one of the star performers of 
the match, but credit to all the boys 
from first year for a superb, 
professional display of soccer that we 
can all be proud of, and of course it’s 
not just the first 11 who should be 
praised, it’s a squad game and the 
substitutes and the players missing 
the game through injury on the day 
also deserve our praise. Captain 
O’Brien then distributed the team 
their winners medals before holding 
the trophy aloft. Once again, 
congratulations to all players, and of 
course the teachers who took over 
the team, on a job well done and a 
great victory. Come on Bridgetown!  

‘’Super Sammy strikes late to secure victory for the Boys in Red and White…’’ 

Replacements: 
Jamie Somers and 
Jordan Comerford. 
Kyle Kennedy and 
Fionn Byrne who 
were injured on 
the day. 

1 Brian Moore 
3 Paul Cummins 5 Daniel Halligan 4 Eoin Goff 2 Luke Hunt 

7 Barry Roche 8 Aaron Hanley 6 Dylan O’Brien 11 Sammy Delaney 

9 Dean Corish 10 Richard Stafford 

Winning Team ‘Selfie’ 
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Bridgetown Handball 

Written by: Shane Murphy JC3 

As many of the people who play 
handball know, Mr. Codd holds 
numerous tournaments throughout 
the school year. He has introduced 
many different tournaments this 
year including ‘The Junior Handballer 
Of The Year’ along with ‘The First 
Year Boys Trophy’ and ‘The Richard 
Martin Trophy’. The Richard Martin 
Trophy is for anyone who fancies 
their chances ranging from JC1 all 
the way up to LC2. At the moment, 
both ‘The Richard Martin Trophy’ 
and ‘The Junior Handballer Of The 
Year’ are at the second round while 
‘The First Year Boys Trophy’ and ‘The 
First Year Girls’ competitions are 
both at the preliminary rounds. 

These matches can be seen every 
Monday and Tuesday in the gym.  

Also things didn’t go too bad in the 
schools competitions as six 
competitors managed to reach the 
second round but also six competitors 
had to bow out at the first one. Jack 
Roche received a walk-over in the first 
round of the U-19 singles but was 
beaten by a narrow margin in the 
second round. Jamie Scallan and Séan 
Stewart teamed up in the U-19 
doubles but unfortunately were 
beaten by their opponents who were 
too hot to handle. Ciarán Busher 
reached the second round of the U-17 
singles and gave it his all but, 
unfortunately, it was not enough. 
David Murray and Shane Murphy also 
reached the second round but then 
had to bow out at the end of a well-

fought game. In the U-15 singles 
Willie Murray Byrne tried his best 
but was beaten in the end. In the U-
15 doubles Jack Hendrick and Barry 
Stone Walsh also received a walk-
over in the first round and fought 
until the end in their second round 
defeat. The first year boys singles 
saw Richard Stanners receive a 
defeat but he never stopped 
fighting until the end. Finally the 
first year doubles also saw Barry 
Roche and Dylan O’Brien receive a 
defeat despite their determination 
throughout. Well done to all 
competitors!! 

Also a huge congratulations to Sean 
Wickham, Ciarán Busher, Josh Cahill, 
Shane Murphy and Willie Murray 
Byrne on making it on to the 
Wexford Development Squad. 

Leinster Indoor Athletics 

Written by Katie Daly JC3 

The Leinster Indoor Athletics took place from the 4th to the 8th of March in 
Athlone IT Campus. The Arena has some of the best facilities in the country 
including an upstairs warm up track for athletes. Offering everything from 
sprints to pole vault, there is no shortage of events to take part in. Those 
who participated from Bridgetown Vocational College include: Sam 
Boxwell, Páraic Reville, Críostóir Reville, Michael Glynn and Katie Daly. 

Basketball News 

This year our girls and boys trained very hard and it paid 
off! 

Our U16 girls’ team qualified from their pool of Wexford /
Wicklow schools for the South East Regional quarter final. 
In basketball the South East region covers Wexford, 
Wicklow, Waterford, Carlow, Kilkenny and Tipperary. 
They had a tough game against St Anne’s Tipperary and 
were very unfortunate to be beaten by a point in the last 
minute of the game.  

Team: Shauna Walsh, Michaela Naughton, Clara 
Rochford, Chiara Morgan, Chloe Bates, Rebecca Burke 
and Emma Cousins. 

The U16 boys reached the South East regional semi-final 
in the development league. They travelled to Monroe in 
Co Tipperary to play against Mooncoin. The boys put up a 
great fight but Mooncoin came out on top by 3 baskets. 

Team: Liam Deveraux, Oisín McGee, Philip Murphy, Gavin 
Carroll, Liam Delaney, Conor Kelly, Aldolfo Blanco and 
Mark Sinnott. 

The Second Year girls’ team, (two first years are allowed 
play on team along with any first year girls over 14) went 
a stage further than last year and are hoping to build on 
this for next year. After qualifying from their pool they 

travelled to Baltinglass to play Scoil Chonglais in the  
South East regional quarter final. The match was closely 
contested for the first two quarters but Bridgetown then 
took the lead and did not allow the opposition any 
scoring chances and won the match 20 -13. This took 
them to Regional semi-final stages where they too had   
to travel to Tipperary to Scoil Ruain, Killinaule. The long 
journey took its toll and despite a great effort the girls 
lost a tough match. However they still have the Wexford 
Blitz finals day to look forward to where they were 
victorious over Kilmuckridge and Presentation Wexford  
in the first day of blitzes. 

Team: Áine Maher, Rachel Boxwell, Rebecca Burke, 
Imogen Fanning, Rebecca Foley, Emma Cousins, Elaine 
O’Sullivan Connell, Abbie Jones, Rebecca Furlong, Lorna 
Walsh, Caitlin Chevalier, Anna Mai Stafford , Rachel 
Eccleston, Dainielis Lizama, Emily Bates. 

The first year girl’s team 
also have the Wexford Blitz 
finals coming up. Best of 
luck to both teams. 

A big thanks to all the senior 
students who help coach 
younger students and to all 
those who help out at 
matches doing table 
officials.  

Unlucky Battlers defeated by St. Mary’s 

Written By: Jack Murphy LC1 

Despite Bridgetown’s JC1’s success in reaching the quarter final of Leinster and defeating a battling team in Arklow 
in a hard-fought match at the Wexford-Wicklow Final, the young boys in red and white were unfortunately out-
done by an outstanding team, St. Mary’s of Drogheda 3-0. Although Bridgetown gave a heart-filled performance 
and put their bodies on the line for the school, they were no match for St. Mary’s as they ultimately dominated the 
game for long periods with their beautiful use of possession and first touch control. But despite the demoralising 
defeat Bridgetown has a lot to be proud of and to take from this experience, and it is a huge achievement to have 
reached this stage in the competition. And of course, Bridgetown are still the best team out of Wexford and Wick-
low combined, and our first years should hold their heads high and be very proud of themselves. Congratulations to 
all the players and the managers involved on a job well done!  


