
Religious Education 

 

Religious Education provides a space for students to encounter 

and engage with the deepest and most fundamental questions 

relating to life, meaning and relationships. It encourages students 

to reflect, question, critique, interpret, imagine and find insight for 

their lives. The students’ own experience and continuing search 

for meaning is encouraged and supported.  Religious Education 

is about allowing students to think for themselves and giving them 

the space and the tools to do this.    

 

As students learn to live in an increasingly pluralistic world, Religious Education has a critical 

role to play in the curriculum in providing opportunities for students to consider the variety of 

religious beliefs found in Ireland and elsewhere, become aware of different understandings of 

the Divine, and examine other interpretations of life.  It encourages respect and understanding 

of different beliefs, perspectives and ways of living, including both the religious and non-

religious response to human experience. 

 

People today are faced with many concerns, many of which require an ethical response.   

Religious Education has an important contribution to make in encouraging students to engage 

critically with the belief system and principles of moral behaviour which can serve as a 

foundation for decisions. 

 

Religious Education helps to equip students with the knowledge, understanding, skills, attitudes 

and values to support their life journey and enable them to participate in their communities and 

in the world as informed, respectful, responsible and caring members of society. 

 

Junior Certificate:      2 classes of 40 minutes each per week.  Non exam.  

Transition Year:                 1 class of 40 minutes per week.   Non Exam. 

 

Young Social Innovators – www.youngsocialinnovators.ie  is a national programme 

undertaken by Third Year and TY students during RE time.   We know that the world is not 

always fair, not always equal and not always just. We also know that young people can be 

powerful catalysts for social change when given opportunities and supports and Young Social 

Innovators provides scope for the creativity and innovative spirit of our students in Bridgetown 

College. 

http://www.youngsocialinnovators.ie/

