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The Cassidy Family are stars on ‘The Late Late Show’ 

Written by: Cian Cassidy (JC3) 

Friday the 24th of March started like any ordinary Friday, 
it was spent in Bridgetown College. However, in fact it 
was not like any ordinary Friday. A week previously, a 
researcher from RTE’s “The Late Late Show” had 
contacted us, and asked us if we would be willing to 
appear on the show the following Friday. They had 
planned that we would speak about Mother’s Day on the 
show, and wanted to talk about our lives when we were 
babies because as you can imagine to deal with five 
babies at the one time was obviously quite a struggle! 

As the days rolled even closer, I for one was beginning to 
get very excited. The day before the show, the line-up 
was released by RTE, and I suppose it was then when we 
realised that we were actually going to be on “The Late 
Late Show”. We went into school Friday rather excited, 
the day went by normally as only a few people in the 
school knew we were going on the show. I was glad of 
this as I knew the experience was going to be nerve 
racking enough, without knowing there were going to be 
loads of friends watching. I think that would have just 
added pressure. 

We left home for RTE at about 4:30pm, as we had to be 
there for 8:00pm. Before heading to the studios we made 
a stop at the partner hotel of “The Late Late Show” the 
Radisson Blu. From here, we were collected by two taxis, 
which brought us to RTE studios in Donnybrook. When 
we arrived at the studios, we could see that the audience 
were already queuing to get in. We headed for T.V. 
reception, here we met Katherine the researcher. She 
took us into the green room, where we were greeted by 
the show’s producer Larry. The atmosphere in the green 
room was very relaxed, and all the staff were very 
friendly. 

After spending some time there we were taken into the 
studio, the first thing that hit me when I walked into it 
was the size. When watching the show at home the 
studio appears massive, but this is not the case, as it is 
really quite small. In the studio we practiced the “walk 
on” so that we were all aware of what exactly was going 
to be happening during the show. Next, it was time to 
meet the show’s host Ryan Tubirdy, Ryan was very nice 
and assured us that once we sat down it would just be 
like having a conversation with a friend. While we were 
talking to Ryan, we also got the chance to view the “VT”, 
which was the video clip of our first visit to “The Late 
Late Show” fifteen years previously. Ryan also assured us 
that there was no need to be worried about the audience 
as he put it, “they are monkeys outside the cage, we’re 
monkeys in the cage”. 

When we finished in the studio, we were taken to a place 
I really was not expecting to have to visit, the infamous 
hair and makeup room. I can safely tell you that was 
definitely not the highlight of my night, but it had to be 
done as without the makeup there would have been a 

shine on our faces due to all the lights in the studio. 
After our time here, we went back into 

the green room. The next step in the long process was 
to sign a form, which stated that we agreed to be 
filmed. 

About ten minutes before the show was due to start 
we were brought backstage, by now the audience had 
taken their seats and were having lots of fun singing 
along with “The Late Late Show House Band” who were 
doing a great job at creating the atmosphere. While all 
this was going on, we were getting our microphones 
tested. We had to count to ten, which is not so easy 
when there is a room full of people singing and 
laughing behind you, in fact none of us managed to get 
as far as ten without laughing. 

A few moments before the show began we heard Ryan 
shout, “Come down here boys and girls and lets look 
important”. We followed him down to the back of 
those famous steps that he walks down every Friday 
night to start the show. Ryan struck me as a very 
energetic man. The T.V. crew described as “a big child”, 
this was most fitting. Just before, he walked out he was 
jumping up and down and clapping his hands, he 
wished us good luck and within seconds the show had 
begun. The band began to play the famous theme tune, 
and we all began to get very excited. Before we knew it 
the floor manager tapped Amy who was going to be the 
first one on to the stage, then it was my turn, Conor 
followed me, next was Rory and finally Dearbháil came 
out. Then Ryan invited our parents to join us on stage. 
The next seven minutes flew by and it really was just 
like “talking to a friend”, Ryan then presented Mam 
with flowers and an envelope, which contained a 
voucher for a weekend away, meanwhile us kids were 
each given a sweet . 

We went off stage and headed back for where the night 
had begun in the green room. We were greeted by 
applause, which I found a bit overwhelming. We stayed 
in the green room until the show was over and really 
enjoyed meeting the other guests. Before we knew it, 
the show was over, we said a quick goodbye to Ryan 
and all the crew, and then headed back to the Radisson 
Blu for the night. 

We really enjoyed our experience of being on “The Late 
Late Show” again. In addition, I would like to thank 
Ryan and all the team for making it so enjoyable. 

The Bridge Liaison Teachers: 

Ms. Toomey & Ms. Walsh 
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A trip to our past by JC1 Students  
Defending (and besieging) a castle 101: A brief introduction to medieval military dwelling thievery 

Written by: Evan Clarke (JC1) 
Lord Richard of Winchester lives with his wife, daughter and son in a mighty stone castle. This stone castle is 
quite valuable, as well as all the gold good ol' Richie has in the bank. On top of that, has a lot of people working 
with him, AKA a lot of slaves in the eyes of the enemy. Naturally, with such things, it would be sadly inevitable 
that someone would want to attack Richard and co. to take their stuff. So, how would one go about attacking a 
castle, referred to commonly as 'sieging the castle', without dying horribly, and how would the defenders make 
the siegers...Well, die horribly? Good question. 
SIEGING 101: 
Let's face it, if you're planning to siege a castle with just your bare hands, a suit of armor or two and an army 
probably slowly dying from the bubonic plague, you're not gonna get too far before someone stubs their toe and 
you all have to go home, or something like that. So, obviously, attackers were well prepared with various 
machinations of cruelty and malice involving medieval weaponry and tools. In layman's terms, it's basically Tom 
and Jerry but with a lot more death. 
A popular tool to attack a castle with was the aptly named 'Battering Ram'. This was a large heavy wooden pole 
tipped with an iron horn, hence the name battering 'ram'. This machine, usually on wheels, was used to break 
down the door of the castle, or sometimes even the walls. The only problem? This particular strategy could take 
up to twenty four men to put into practice effectively, and if you were trying to capture the castle, the last thing 
you wanted to do was damage any part of it. 
On the other side of the spectrum, we have a less destructive but equally potent siege tower, or breaching tower. 
This siege engine, similar to the battering ram, was on wheels, except this particular device was much bigger, 
with the biggest on record, named the Helepolis and deployed in the Siege of Rhodes in 305 BC, stretching up to 
135 feet tall. Although that siege was unsuccessful...Anyways, these would be rolled up to the castle walls, 
usually with plenty of people inside, with the intention to use the tower to enter the castle. So, what were the 
advantages versus a siege ladder, a tool that was much easier to make and deploy? Well, for starters, a siege 
tower was essentially a rolling fortress. You'd have a tough time tipping something like that over, unlike with a 
simple ladder. Secondly, bowmen could go up to the top and take shots at those on the battlements, giving what 
could generally be classified as a more supportive siege engine an offensive property. Seems invincible, doesn't 
it? Well, not entirely. You see, this thing was made out of wood. Wood, as you may have guessed, is very easy to 
burn. And it can rot away, meaning it was pretty difficult to reuse a siege tower and it often had to be 
constructed on the spot, which could take a while. Because of this, a siege tower was generally put aside until a 
scaling ladder (which is exactly what it sounds like) attack failed. 
So, once you've got your troops in the castle, it's time to start doing some serious damage. A trebuchet was a 
particularly scary piece of 'literally kills everything', which can best be described as a really old version of a 
catapult. It's name comes from the French word 'trebucher', meaning 'to throw over', although over in England it 
was sometimes referred to as ingenium, meaning ingenious device in Latin! Medieval engineers were quite 
cocky, it seems. But was the trebuchet really that ingenious?...Kinda. Going back to the whole 'old catapult', the 
trebuchet was commonly used to fling stuff like fireballs, heavy boulders, and sometimes...Dead people, into the 
enemy castle. We'll get to that later. So, that seems pretty effective. But unfortunately, it did have it's downsides. 
For starters...You had to be really smart to even work the trebuchet. It of course had to be far away from the 
castle, so you had to do the exact calculations to find out where whatever mad, probably destructive object you 
were flinging at your enemies. That, and you had to carry whatever you were flinging at the enemy, so if it was 
something like a disease ridden corpse, which was used to spread pestilence throughout a castle, there was a 
good chance the effects would rebound onto you. Still, seeing some great ball of fire flinging towards the enemy 
at high speeds was probably pretty uplifting, ignoring the screams of pain from the poor sap who was just 
smacked across the face with a corpse sent flying from a trebuchet. 
''Well that's all fine and dandy,'' I hear you say with the power of forethought, "but what if I'm trying to defend?" 
Well, have I got news for you! 
DEFENDING YOUR CASTLE SO YOU DON’T DIE 101: 
So, how's good old Richard of Winchester doing? Probably okay, despite his castle basically crumbling at this 
point, because of this fort's clever design. See, just like everything in life, the most important bit was the most far 
away. Specifically in this context, the Lord was in the Great Hall, the part of the castle furthest away from the 
entrance, and he was well guarded in there. But wait! Richard has literally been doing absolutely nothing while I 
just explained how to destroy his castle with siege engines! So, how is he planning on defending himself? Well, 
aside from having his knights take potshots at people from the castle battlements, and fight outside the castle, 
there wasn't much a defender could do until the enemy entered the gatehouse, AKA the entrance to the castle, 
AKA where everyone dies. 
There were usually holes in the ceiling of the archway of the gatehouse. Doesn't sound too threatening? Well, 
their actual name, 'murder holes', certainly does. So why were they called this? Well, it's because they murdered 
people. Not directly, but they were instrumental in killing the attackers. Once the attackers got in, boiling water 
or hot sand could be poured through the holes and down on the attackers. That last bit was particularly nasty. 
Ever gone to the beach and got home only to discover you have sand literally everywhere? It's kinda itchy. Have 
you ever burned yourself? It's kind of really painful. Now, imagine the itch of sand, mixed in with the searing pain 
of burning. That's what it felt like, as the sand got stuck in the armor very easily and basically scalded the enemy 
to death, or sometimes suffocated them. Nasty. 
Congrats! You have now been educated in the fine art of sieging. If the government is ever overthrown and the 
country is plunged into total anarchy that inevitably reverts us back to the Dark Ages, you'll be well prepared. 
And if that never actually happens...Well hey, at least you were probably a little bit entertained. Best case 
scenario, you get like, a C on your History test or something. Thus concludes this bit of medieval education. I 
hope you enjoyed! 
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Mad Roman Facts 

Written by: Evan Clarke (JC1) 

Cardea was the ancient goddess 
of...Door hinges. How exhilarating!! 

Furrina was an ancient Roman goddess. The problem is, 
not before long whatever she was the goddess of was 
quickly forgotten by everyone. So she's the god of 
nothing! I guess. 

Over 84,800 kilometres of road were made by the 
Romans across Europe, enough to fit around the world 
twice! Don't know why you'd want to, but whatever 
floats your boat. 

When a Roman died, people often hired strangers to 
stand behind the coffin and cry. They were called 
professional mourners. 

A special treat in Rome was to eat a 
mouse stuffed with mince meat called 
dormice. Gordon Ramsay eat your heart 
out! Or...Mouse. 

'We who are about to die salute you' is a 
quote popularized by the film Gladiator (2000), which is 
what gladiators said before battle. Right? Oh sweet naïve 
summer child. This was only said once. And they weren't 
even gladiators! They were prisoners, fated to die in the 
Colosseum. Of course, I don't know about you, but a lot 
of people don't want to die, so they 
pulled off the classic strategy of 'be a 
suck-up', and cried the famous 
phrase to the emperor before the 
fight. He was not amused however, 
and told the prisoners to get on with 
it. And they did! ...Kinda. They 
proceeded to ‘pretend’ to kill each 
other (Author’s note: No, I don’t 
know how you can ‘pretend kill’ 
someone, or even fathom the 
thought that it’s a good idea in this 
situation.), which angered the 
emperor, who threatened to have 
them all executed if they didn't go ahead and, well, 
execute each other really. Eventually, they did, and the 
Emperor was (finally) amused, so he spared those who 
survived the fight. Nice guy when he isn’t threatening to 
have you executed. 

The first Roman emperor, Romulus, 
shared the same name as the last Roman 
emperor, Romulus.   

Not all gladiators fought to the death. 
Training a gladiator was tough work, and 
took years. You couldn’t afford to lose that in one battle! 
How’d you get your money then? The fights generally 
went on until the gladiators were too wounded or 
exhausted to continue. If you were a prisoner, though... 

Female gladiators were a thing! Equality, yeah! ...For a 
brief period of time, and were frequently mocked, until, 
get ready here...'Caesar Lucius Septimius Severus 
Eusebes Pertinax Augustus' banned them. Wish he 
banned long names instead. 

Of course, being a gladiator was still dangerous, even 
outside of combat! One story tells of a man who wanted 
to become a gladiator, but was bought out of gladiator 
school by his sister. So he signed up again, and was 
bought out again, ad infintium, ad infintium, until finally 
the sister decided to put an end to her brother's hopes 
and dreams for good, by chopping off his thumb as he 
was sleeping so he could never hold a sword again. Her 
punishment? Let's just say that there weren't a lot of 
thumbs left in the family after that. 

More Mad Roman Facts 

Written by: Jordan Boggan (JC1) 

1. Romans ate door mice. 

2. Life expectancy in Ancient Rome was 20 to 30 years. 

3. Urine was used in Ancient Rome to wash clothes. 

4. The Romans used urine to wash their teeth. 

5. The Roman Emperor Gaius Caligula made a horse a    
senator. 

6. Ancient Greeks and Romans often bought slaves 
with salt. 

7. Two Roman dams in Spain are still in use after 1900 
years. 

8. In 86 AD, the Colosse-
um was filled with water 
to stage a full naval 
battle. 

9. The Colosseum holds 
over 70,000 people. 

10. Not all Romans spoke Latin. 

JC1 History students head to the National Heritage 
Park with Ms. Walsh & Ms. Cantwell to learn more 
about the Stone Age. 

JC1 students consider moving into this Stone Age House? 

Think I am trapped in this Stone Age House!! 

Students take shelter 
under a Dolmen 

I think this fire will heat 
me up....why is there no 
food cooking? 

Wishing the best of luck to the Bridgetown Choir 
in the AIMS choral competition on May 19th. 
The dedicated members will be performing 
'Seasons of Love' from the musical Rent as well as 
the song 'May it Be' from the film The Lord of the 
Rings. Break a leg everyone!!!  
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How do you know when you have a teenager? When you look at your phone bill 

What do you call a teacher without students? Happy 

Time is a great teacher. Unfortunately it kills all its students 

Why did the music teacher need a ladder? To reach the high notes 

Why did the teacher wear sunglasses in class? Because the class is so bright 

Why did the teacher write on the window? Because the lesson needed to be clear 

What is the teacher's favourite nation? Expla-nation! 

Why is 6 afraid of 7? Because 7 8 9 of course 

Why did the student take a ladder to school? Because they were going to high school 

What do you call a cow who plays a musical instrument? A moo-sician 

Our wedding was so beautiful. Even the cake was in tiers 

What did the buffalo say when his son left? Bison 

A sandwich walks into a bar. Bartender says "Sorry we don’t severe food here" 

You hear about the new broom? Its sweeping the nation 

What happened to the plant in the maths class? 
It grew square roots!!! 
 
Why didn’t the quarter roll down the hill with the nickel? 
Because it had more cents. 
 
How do you make seven an even number ? 
Take the s out! 
 
Why wasn't the geometry teacher at school? 
Because she sprained her angle!! 
 
Why is a math book always unhappy? 
Because it always has lots of problems. 
 
What do you call friends who love math? 
Algebros 
 
What did 2 say to 4 after 2 beat him in a race? 
2 Fast 4 U! 
 
Teacher: Why are you doing your multiplication on 
the floor? 
Student: You told me not to use tables. 

Maths Jokes and Puzzles 

Submitted by: Ms. Brennan’s 1st Year Maths Class 

Mary Jane Connors, Steph Doyle, Lilia Djiusajevaite, Mai Kavanagh, Martin Kearns, Josh Reid and Patrick Roche. 

Well done to the winners of the Maths Eyes Competition Daniel Halligan (TY) and Shauna Cody Bennett (TY) 

Written by: Evelyn Murphy (JC1) 
Have a Giggle! 

Well done to the winners 
of the March Numeracy 
Puzzle: Sean Thompson 
(LC2) and Cian Doyle (JC1) 

Sketched by: 

Kira Bates Crosbie (JC3) 
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Being Irish 

Written by: Alexandra Kindler (JC3) 

I may not be Irish, but having lived in this country 
for almost eight months, oh Jaysus, I can tell you 
stories. The first thing you hear when you’re 
telling someone that you’re going to Ireland is 
“Did you say Ireland or Iceland?” Now you either 
know that my nanny is a bit deaf or that Ireland is 
a really small country so some could oversee it. 
This little green island is just like a big village and 
the people are more like villagers. You can`t walk 
through a town, because you will be stopped 
every second step you take by people you might 
know and who want to have a chat with you, 
even if it`s the cousin of your grandson who`s 
playing in a team with your cousins half-sisters ex
-boyfriend! If you’re Irish you’re going to stop and 
talk to them and in the end you always invite 
them for a cup of tea. 

There are things you would find in every Irish 
household: a kettle, a box of tea bags and a bottle 
of milk. If there was one day in an Irish household 
that the kettle wasn’t boiling, oh Jaysus, then 
there is something really wrong. We don’t want 
to contemplate it, but if the kettle isn’t boiling 
then it’s likely someone has died. Obviously, it’s 
going to be a huge funeral. If it’s the woman up 
the road whom you only said hello to once, you 
will definitely attend the funeral. Following it, you 
spend your time drinking endless cups of tea and 
crying. 

When in Ireland, someone might ask you “What’s 
the craic?” No, they aren’t enquiring about a 
highly illegal drug, they’re only asking you what 
you’re up to. Another thing about the Irish is that 
they are always in a good mood, even if they’re in 
a bad mood because it’s the hundredth day of 
bad weather. They still say “Thank you” when 
they get off the bus or their teacher is giving 
them a worksheet. Also, the Irish always want to 
help you, whether you are in a bad mood, 
received a bad mark or you’re just frustrated with 
the weather. This is what I love about the Irish 
people and now when I scream “Jaysus” while I’m 
talking to my parents or ask my friends “What’s 
the craic?”, I actually realize how Irish I’ve 
become and how proud I am to be at least a bit 
Irish. 

Numeracy Workshop 

On Monday 23rd January 2017 magician Leon Andersen visited the school to work with our first year students. He 
performed card and number tricks and later explained how he used numeracy skills to create and develop each 
trick. He encouraged all students to use their numeracy skills and to try out the magic tricks themselves. The 
workshop was a great success and was greatly enjoyed by all students. Many thanks to Leon for taking the time to 
visit our school. 

Well done to the winners of the April 
Numeracy Puzzle: Rory Cassidy (JC3) and 

Sarah O’Brien (LC2) 
Sketched by: Emily Xu (JC1) 

The Student Council 

The Student Council have been busy this year discussing issues 
and working on improving conditions for students in the 
school. These issues are discussed at meetings with the liaison 
teachers Ms. Foley and Ms. McDermott and then with Ms. 
Greene. This year The Student Council have introduced two 
microwaves for student use in the canteen which have been a 
big hit. Sanitary products have been placed in the girls' toilets 
and are replaced regularly. In November, three members 
travelled to Dublin to attend The ISSU Regional Council in 
Trinity College. This was a great opportunity to discuss issues 
affecting school students nationally. At Christmas, music was 
played over the intercom and good luck notes placed on the 
desks of all students sitting the mock exams. A noticeboard has 
been created at the reception to raise awareness of LGBT 
terms. In January, all the members received training from The 
Irish Second Level Union( ISSU) and other Wexford schools 
were also in attendance. Thanks to the chairperson Séan 
Thompson who organised this event and hard luck to Séan 
who missed out on the role of International Officer with the 
ISSU by one vote recently. Keep up to date with The Student 
Council on social media- Bridgetown Student Council on 
Facebook and @bridgetownsc1 on Twitter. 
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TY students take on the farmers with a trip to the Ploughing Championships 

Written by: Abigail Lambert 

On the 20th September, 49 students left Bridgetown at 7a.m. for the National Ploughing Championships in 
Tullamore, Co. Offaly. After three long hours we arrived at our destination. Great excitement was ahead, when we 
realised the only way to the gate of the field was on a trailer pulled by the tractor. There was so much to see when 
we arrived, animals, machinery and lots of farmers with their families. We watched the actual ploughing 
championships, it was fascinating to see them compete, with so much attention to detail. We saw some young 
farmers playing soccer with tractors, it was hilarious. There were lots of opportunities to shop with all the different 
stalls, all needs catered for; food, farming and fashion. A great day out, and not just for farming enthusiasts! 

A trip to the wonderful Waterford Walls….a sight to behold! 

Written by: Cormac Doyle 

On the 29th of September we got the opportunity to visit ‘Waterford Walls’ a series 
of works by prolific Irish street artists spanning across Waterford city. We left at 9 
am and drove to Waterford where we met our tour guide at Waterford Walls HQ. 
The walk spanned from a dark back alley brightened up by striking and lively 
paintings that covered the walls to many other more obvious locations. Some of 
these paintings expressed the artists individual style and others did graphic 
painting some of which were finished in mere hours. The tour lasted for 2 hours 
and continued through some strange locations around the town of Waterford such 
as a car park or the side of a church. A lot of these paintings hid deep and powerful 
messages such as depression, individuality, racism and animal endangerment. 

Y.S.I.-Young Social Innovators Speakout 

Written by: Ellen Fletcher McHugh 

So what is Young Social Innovators about? 

YSI is about encouraging young people to re-imagine the 
world and empowering them to bring their vision to life. 
The vision of our T.Y. class is that females would have a 
much stronger participation in sport. We have spent a 
number of weeks researching this topic, and set off for 
Kilkenny in March to ‘speak out’ about our topic, 
competing with many schools from Leinster. This was our 
opportunity to present our findings in a dramatic way. 
This is how our day unfolded… 

We left for Kilkenny at 9.30am on Wednesday the 8th 
March. We loaded our props and costumes onto the bus. 
Our first stop was the McDonalds in Kilkenny to fuel up 
for the performance ahead. We made it to the Lyrath 
Convention Centre and rushed to change into our 
costumes, the villains dressed in all black, the 
superheroes in purple and the rest of the class sported 
Wexford jerseys.  

We eagerly awaited our performance, waving our 
Wexford flag and rehearsing our lines. Other 

Project Maths Workshop 

This years transition year students attended a Project Maths workshop in Larch Hill Dublin 
on the 15th October 2016. All students got involved in various problem solving questions 
followed by fun activities such as archery. The day was a huge success and greatly enjoyed 
by all students. 

performances addressed issues such as farm safety, 
speeding, drink driving, mental health and cyber 
bullying. The event was hosted by the DJ John 
Gibbons.  

We were called on stage to present our Speakout 
which took weeks of preparation. We wrote and 
practiced our script which incorporated our research 
carried out in the earlier stages of the project. Our 
project was about the lack of female participation in 
sport. We used the villains to represent the barriers 
facing girls in sport: lack of motivation, lack of body 
confidence, lack of safety and lack of confidence. We 
presented a drama about a girl who was trying to 
avoid P.E because of the villains but in the end with 
the support of her passion (represented by the 
superheroes) she was able to re-join the class with 
confidence in her abilities. To conclude the 
presentation we explained our action project to be 
held within the school to 
encourage girls within our 
community to take part in 
sport. It was very enjoyable and 
we are currently waiting to see 
if we get through to the next 
round. Watch this space!! 

T Y Drumming Workshop 

Written by: Sammy Delaney 

As part of our TY music class last February we did a Drumming Workshop. We learned a variety of skills such as 
what way to hold a drum stick, how you hit a drum can affect the sound as well as learning the names of the 
different drums. 

At the start of the workshop, our drum teacher asked us all to stand up and to do beats with our body and our 
feet. He asked one side of the class to do one type of beat and the other side to do another and then joined them 
together. It was really cool, listening to the sounds coming together. 

He distributed the drums to us and taught us different beats and variations, then we all joined in. It sounded like a 
proper band, it was so loud and powerful. We created a whole song, with our new sounds, we all enjoyed it so 
much. 

Transition Year Diary 
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The Transition Year students received their certificate of achievement for the successful completion of the Junior 
Achievement Learn to Earn programme. The programme is supported by Bank of Ireland and was successfully 
carried out by Kirsty Little.  

Time to put on our ‘broga’ for this year’s Céili 

Written by: Shauna Coady Bennett 

TY students organised a céili during Seachtain na Gaeilge for all first year students in the month of March. We 
started off by picking what dance we would teach them. After much discussion, we choose 'The Walls of Limerick' 
as we all learned how to do the dance. Our next task was to teach all the first year Irish classes. Dancing with the 
stars, eat your heart out!!It was great craic showing the classes how to master the steps and sequence, the 
majority picked it up very quickly.  We picked our canteen as the venue for our dancing extravaganza. Luckily all the 
tunes were performed by students from our school. All of the first years, teachers and TY students got involved. It 
was a fantastic day all round and enjoyed by everyone! 

Show Racism the Red Card 

Written by: Caoimhe McGuire 

Our geography class took part in International Awareness week to raise awareness and to end racism. 
This week was from the 15th to the 20th of March. A TY student was chosen every day and given 4 red 
cards that said ‘Show racism the red card’. They were told to hide them in places around the school. 
The first student to find the card and give the card to the chosen TY student won a voucher for Centra. Each day 
before break there was an announcement over the intercom to tell the students which TY student to give the card 
to if one was found.  

T.Y. refurbishment of the old prefab 

Written by: Tyra Brennan Roche 

5 TY students took on a refurbishment project with Mr. Byrnes at the start of the school year. We started by 
clearing out the entire prefab and built a partition. We built benches around the edges of the front room and 2 
walls in the second room with a big bench in the middle. We painted the walls, sanded the benches and then we 
varnished the benches. These changing rooms have helped our school teams immensely. They can now change in 
an area that is fully kitted out. The group gained lots of skills putting this transformation together. Interior design is 
our next career. 

Irish Architecture Foundation of Ireland Schools Project 

Written by Naoise Ward 

Starting in November, the TY class took part in a workshop designed to introduce 
architecture to young people. Local architect and past student of the college, Emer Doyle 
came to our DCG classes every Friday for 12 weeks. In the beginning we learned basic 
architectural skills such as lighting effects, clever storage and much more. We were given 
the brief to design a reading area for our school. As the weeks went on our class 
progressed from making basic mood boards of our ideas, to making detailed and to scale 
plans. In the last 3 weeks of this workshop we made models of our chosen designs. We 
furnished, carpeted and even replaced walls in our models. After a lot of hard work we 
were all very proud of our finished products. On the 5th of April the class travelled to 
Tullamore with Ms. Toomey and Mr. Kent to present these models. By taking part in this 
workshop the TY's feel that they have learned valuable skills to carry forward and many 
possible career options for the future. 

Student Enterprise Awards 

As part of TY Enterprise our class took part in Student Enterprise awards run by Wexford local enterprise offices. 
This project lasted from September 2016 to February 2017, our class was split into 7 teams. 

Our team members were Róisín O’Connor, Lauren McCormack and Lara Guthrie. The name of our student 
enterprise project was ‘Gear fresh’. We carried out market research to come up with our idea of making gear bag 
air fresheners that were small but strong and would last for a long time. We used two pieces of netting and filled it 
with Unstoppables. As a team we worked very well together, because we had known each other well before the 
project so we all knew what we were capable of. We all had equal parts and got the work done, along with having 
fun doing it. We all learned new skills both as a group and individually. 

We sold most of our products to students and teachers, mostly around December and January. Our team won our 
school final and qualified for the county final. We attended the county final in Claytons Whites hotel on the 21st of 
March 2017. We enjoyed seeing all the other products the other school teams from around the county had made. 
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Crocuses, Daffodils, Tulips and more! 

Written by: Anna Furlong (JC2) 

In October 2nd years, JCSP went out 
to the garden. The second years 
planted tulips and daffodils. As our 
teachers brought us out, we had to 
use equipment to plant them. The 
equipment we used was as follows 
dibber, labels, spade, compost, bulbs, 
gloves and pots. We only had to bring 
our own pots. We went out to the 
garden. Our teachers instructed us on 
what to do. Firstly, you need to get 
ready your equipment and after you 
did that you fill your pot just over 
halfway. Next you use your dibber in 
a circular motion to make a hole for 
your bulb. Your next step is to plant 
your bulb in the hole make sure you 
plant the bulb with the roots facing 
downwards. Last, but not least you 
clean up your equipment and put 
them into the storeroom. 

On 31st March, the 2nd years 
brought the 1st years out to the 
garden. The 2nd years got two 1st 
years each and taught them how to 
plant bulbs and how to use the 
equipment. The 2nd years had to get 
the equipment, as the 1st years 
didn’t know where the equipment 
were. As the 2nd years got the 
equipment they were paired with 1st 
years and taught them on what to do 
and at the end we cleaned up the 
equipment. 

D E V E L o P M E N T  E D 

Afroeire Drumming Workshop 

Written by: Shane Gazley (LCA2) 

Paul came in to teach us how to play different types of African 
drums. He was from a group called Afroeire and he came from 
Dublin. He taught us about the different types of drums and 
the different sounds and rhythms each drum makes. The 
drums originated from west Africa and they form a very 
important part in the African culture.  

Concern Fast 

In order to stir up some interest among our school community 
in the Concern Fast Ms Kelleher invited a speaker from 
Concern to talk to pupils. A number of students from Ms 
Kellehers' 5th year and TY Geography classes took part in the 
fast on November 24th 2016 , as well as Ms Norris 2nd year 
Geography class.  

The TY students organised a bucket collection for Concern in 
Wexford town, this was a highly successful day and over 400 
euro was raised. Just three classes, along with the help of Ms 
Norris and Ms Kelleher, raised 1,100 euro for Concern. This was a fantastic achievement for all involved 

and we hope to raise a lot more next year. 

They brings neighbourhoods together. Mali, Guinea and Senegal are where he talked about the most. I played the 
drum called the Doum Doum and you have two sticks to hit the drum. A djembe drum is a drum which you hit with 
your hand and when you hit the middle of it, it makes a different sound. The top of the drum is made out of cow 
skin and the body is made out of wood. The blacksmiths make agogo bells. In Africa black smiths are still around 
and make lots of things. I liked the drum workshop because it taught us a little bit about African culture and how 
they have different drums for different beats. I also found it interesting that there are still blacksmiths in Africa. 

Next, the 2nd years brought the 3rd 
years out as well. The 2nd years did 
the exact same thing with the 3rd 
year . The 2nd years got out their 
equipment and they paired up with 
a 3rd year. They instructed 3rd 
years on planting bulbs. 

When they finished planting their 
bulbs, the 2nd years clean up the 
equipment and swept the yard as it 
was messy after the compost. 

Dangers Of Depleting Bee Population 

Written by: Aaron McCarthy (JC2) 

On the 29th of November 2016’ Philip McCabe, President of The 
Worldwide Beekeepers Association came to our school to do presentation 
on the bee population in the world. The bee population has been rapidly 
decreasing since 2006 and people don’t really see how serious this 
situation is. If the bee population depletes fully then we are at serious 
danger of running out of food. Without bees there can’t be pollination of 
plants. This means that the plants would not be able to reproduce, which 
isn’t so great for us! In this case many crop items that we depend on 
would run out, e.g. oranges, apples and raspberries. The main reasons for 
the decreasing bee population is intensive agriculture, the loss of 
biodiversity, pesticides and pathogens. There are multiple pesticides that 
are highly toxic to bees. Examples include Methyl parathion and  
Methoxychlor. Methoxychlor 
is a general use pesticide and 
Methyl parathion is an ex-
tremely hazardous pesticide. 
All second year Geography 
Students went to view the 
presentation , along with 
members of our school ICA 
Branch. Personally, I found the 
presentation interesting. 
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D E V E L o P M E N T  E D 

Grow It Yourself 

Written by: Lucas Stan and Sean Maddock (JC2) 

We, the people of Ireland naturally love to 
hold local agricultural events during the 
summer to mark the great year of produce we 
have created in our local communities. The 
feeling of knowing the contents of your meal 
and its origin is always reassuring and healthy 
for us. The Grow It Yourself program 
encourages this positive idea all over the 
country. The program started from humble 
begins and slowly expanded not only through 
Ireland but through the entire world. The 
founder Michael Kelly created the concept in 
county Waterford on the year 2008. It began 
as a very small interest for him as he started 
with producing a small amount of garlic. He 
sook more knowledge online about growing 
foods which led him to create the idea of GIY 
with a group of people online. This idea spread 
virally and soon events and campaigns were 
occurring throughout all of Ireland and the GIY 
program fully established itself. It began to 
receive more recognition and followers as the 
years went by.  

We now come to the year 2017, and 
Bridgetown vocational school has been given 
the offer to partake in this pro-active 
movement. We are given to choice to join a 
GIY group in our school. We already have a 
growing number of members  and are looking 
for more to join this brilliant activity. We are 
open to new ideas of things to grow and have 
a wide variety to choose from. Foods like fruits 
and herbs and are being produced in the 
garden area in the Unit. Not only are foods 
being produced but, flowers are also being 
grown to support the bees who are in need of 
desperate protection in recent . All of this 
cannot be properly accomplished without 
YOUR help. This program is highly productive 
for us as a community and all help will be 
greatly appreciated.  

Some ways you can get 
involved include: 

Go online and search 
www.giyinternational.org 

Join a GIY group in your school or local area. 

Get the knowledge and products you need 
by becoming a GIY subscriber. 

Willow Weaving with Terry the Weaver 

Written by: Naoise Ward and Lara Guthrie (TY) 

As a part of our Development Ed programme, Bridgetown College 
took part in a willow weaving workshop on Wednesday the 9th of 
November. Two groups of students took part in this workshop. 
The first workshop began in the morning starting at 09:10 and 
finishing at 12:10 (Jack Holden, Dylan Murphy, Chloe Halligan, 
Jessie Stafford, Dylan Walsh O’Connor, Nadine Cunningham, Josh 
Quigley Power & Denisa Paul). This was followed by the second 
class in the afternoon which continued from 12:10 to 15:35 (Lara 
Guthrie, Naoise Ward, Lila Dzlusajevaite, David Keating, Ryan 
Whelan & Evelyn Murphy). 

We were introduced to a man called ‘Terry the Weaver’. Terry 
showed us pictures of previous creations he had made by 
weaving willow, to say they were impressive was an 
understatement! 

It was decided that we would make a Fedge (mixture of a fence & 
hedge) and a hut, or “Spongebob’s Pineapple” as one excited 
member of the group kept referring to it. 

The first team put down the foundations and started to build the 
hut. A circle was measured on an area of grass at the front of the 
school and we lay down weed matting and sand on the circle. 
Then Terry gave us all living willow whips to stick into the ground 
around the circumference of the circle which were then tied at 
the top with string to secure the shape of the hut. The second 
team then finished the hut and started working on the fedge. To 
finish off the hut we wove willow sticks horizontally into the 
vertical hut frame and stuck the ends of the sticks into the ground 
as so later on they will grow. Once this was finished we started to 
make the fedge, we marked a line on the grass and started to 
diagonally plant the willows on the line and tying them together 
with string where they crossed over each other so that it formed 
a criss-cross pattern. 

These wonderful garden structures will grow over time and will 
need to be taken care of. Once they grow the willow will start to 
stick out of the structure making it look overgrown and untidy, and 
will need to be woven back into it, making it look much neater. 

Planting willow has many benefits such as cleansing nitrates from 
soil, absorbing water from the ground in wet areas and can be used 
for building, firewood, basketry, fencing and much more. 

Both groups put in very solid work to create something unique that 
the school is now proud to showcase. Well done to all involved and 
of course thank you to the group of teachers who organised this 
thoroughly enjoyed activity. 

http://www.giyinternational.org/
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D E V E L o P M E N T  E D 

What is Development Education? 
Development Education is aimed at giving an understanding of developing countries and their place in society. It 
challenges perceptions and stereotypes by encouraging optimism, participation and action for a just world. Irish 
Aid's WorldWise Global Schools is the national programme of Development Education for post-primary schools in 
Ireland. It was introduced to our school in 2015, two years after it was founded. 
Aims of Development Education 
The programme aims to increase the number of schools that are involved in quality development education. To do 
this they provide a broad range of supports . WorldWise Global Schools wants to enrich learning for students and 
staff. This will help us understand the world better. Development education shows us key skills that we will require 
for life. 
Development Education in our school 
In our school Development Education focuses on a wide variety of subjects. These include: English, Geography, 
CSPE, Home Ec., Art, Business and many more. We have two noticeboards in the school displaying information and 
projects. The Board and management ratified the schools policy last March. There is also a Development Education 
section in the Bridge to keep teachers and students abreast of events and initiatives taking place now and in the 
future. Our school also received our Global Citizens Passport and received €1700 of a grant this year. 
What has our school done? 

2015/2016 

* Last year, Ms. Roche's 2nd year geography class worked on gender inequality. 

* First year geography classes organised a bake sale for Trocaire and also had a talk from the charity. 

* Fairtrade workshops were organised for 1st year Home Economics students. 

* Art students used recycled materials from 'ReCreate' in Dublin. They designed and created an indoor garden. 

* Poetry Ireland and Trocaire held a poetry competition ,first year english students entered this competition. The 
topic was the Syrian Refugee crisis. The school also held a ' wear red' day in aid of Trocaire raising €460. This idea 
was part of a CSPE action project. 

* Our geography class also had a workshop from GOAL where we learned about and discussed the Syrian Refugee 
crisis. This was very interesting. 

* TY students did a project on Climate Change. They also did a project on social inequality. They visited the Irish Aid 
Centre and also learned about the sustainable global goals. 

2016/2017 

* Ms. Norris organised a willow weaving workshop which took place in the ASD sensory garden. 

* The garden in the ASD unit which was part funded by Development Ed. and school completion with involvement 
from LCA and JCSP students. 

* Food market held in the ASD unit which focused on sustainable locally sourced products 

* Concern Hunger Heroes workshop with Ms Kelleher's TY class and Ms Jordan's CSPE class. 

* Ms. Kelleher took TY students to visit to the Irish Aid Centre. 

* Ms. Fitzgerald organised a bee keeping talk which focused on the importance of bees in the world. 

* Global food miles project. 

* Concern fast which a number of students from Ms Norris' and Ms Kelleher's classes took part in as well as the 
teachers themselves. TY Geography class also took part in a bucket collection in town to raise money for Concern. 

3rd Year YSI Action Project 

Written by Naomi Wallace (JC3) 

Our 3rd year religion class (Ms. Kenna’s class) is currently 
completing a Young Social Innovator’s junior action 
project, where we identified a social issue that concerned 
us and will raise awareness about it. 

Young Social Innovators was set up by Sr. Stan and has 
been on the go for 15 years. Throughout this time endless 
social issues have been tackled such as gender equality, 
consent and LGBT issues. 

Our project tackles the subject of appearance and the 
problems that go along with it, for instance, making 
judgements on someone’s character and background 
solely on what they look like. We aim to make this project 
as fun as possible whilst socially educating at the same 
time. 25 schools nationwide entered and we managed to 
be 1 of 5 schools that got highly commended. 

Our Experiences 

Written by: Rory Cassidy & Hannah Wright (JC3) 

In Geography class we took part in workshops on gen-
der inequality, which is the fifth global goal and also 
had a speaker from GOAL who carried out an interac-
tive workshop while informing us about the Syrian Ref-
ugee crisis. Both were very interesting as they taught us 
things about global issues. It taught us to accept every-
body for who they are, forgetting about religion, race, 
gender etc. It was also very informative as the Syrian 
Refugee crisis was and still is very current. It informed 
us about the less fortunate in our world and the strug-
gles they have to endure on a daily basis. It made us 
realise how much we take for granted but also that we, 
as individuals and as a society, should take action to 
help those who suffer unnecessarily. We would recom-
mend these workshop to everyone in every school. 
Knowledge empowers change and it starts with you! 
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Global goal #5: Achieve gender equality and 
empower all women and girls.  

Written by: Lauren Divilly (JC3) 

Gender equality is not only a fundamental 
human right, but a necessary foundation for a 
peaceful, prosperous and sustainable world.  

Gender equality is the state in which access to 
rights or opportunities is unaffected by 
gender. This means that the different 
behaviour, aspirations and needs of women 
and men are considered, valued and favoured 
equally. It is important because women and 
girls represent half of the world's population, 
and therefore also half of its potential. Many 
things are unequal in the world, for instance, 
child marriage affects girls far more often than 
boys. Globally, nearly fifteen million girls 
under the age of eighteen are married every 
year. Education is very unequal as two thirds 
of the world's 774 million adults who cannot 
read or write are women. This proportion has 
not changed over the past two decades. In 
some countries, girls are deprived of access to 
health care or proper nutrition, which leads to 
a higher mortality rate. Regardless of where 
you live, gender equality is a fundamental 
human right. Advancing gender equality is 
critical to all areas of a healthy society, from 
reducing poverty to promoting health, 
education, protection and the well-being of 
boys and girls. 

Societies that treat women as equals are 
known to be more peaceful and prosperous. 
However, though one hundred and ninety-two 
countries assert equality and non-
discrimination in their constitutions, every 
country has laws that treat women and girls as 
second- class citizens. Legal inequality can 
prevent girls from going to school, or women 
from owning property and can even promote 
violence against them. Often, countries are 
not strict enough with their laws regarding 
equality or women’s rights. For example, 
despite FGM (Female Genital Mutilation) 
being outlawed in Ireland in 2012 and almost 
four thousand girls here having become 
victims of it, there have been no convictions 
under the legislation. Also, trafficking women 
and children is the fastest growing criminal 
enterprise in the world despite the fact that 
international law and the laws of one hundred 
and thirty- four countries criminalize it.  

To help spread gender equality, you can do 
many things such as being aware of gender 
stereo-types, promoting the cause on social 
media and standing up to harassment and 
bullying. You can also show your support for 
gender equality by signing up for the UN 
Women’s #HeForShe initiative – a solidarity 
movement for gender equality that brings 
together one half of humanity in support of 
the other half of humanity. In doing so, we are 
helping the world to become a better place 
and are providing future generations with a 
chance to be equal.  

Climate Change  

Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its 
impacts.  

Written by: Caoimhe Van Der Blake (JC3) 

Climate change is now affecting every country on every continent. 
It is disrupting national economies and affecting lives, costing 
people, communities and countries dearly today and even more 
tomorrow.  

Climate change is caused by human activities and is threatening the 
way we live and the future of our planet. The average sea level rise 
is predicted as 24-30cm by 2065 and 40-63cm by 2100. Because of 
the rising levels of sea water some countries are under threat of 
being swallowed up by the water. For example, in the Netherlands 
47% of the population is in danger, that is 7,793 people. And I know 
that that does not seem a lot out of the seven billion that live on 
the planet, but losing one person is bad, never mind 7,793. If sea-
levels rise up to one meter only, Bangladesh could lose up to 15% 
of its land area and around 30 million people living in the coastal 
areas of Bangladesh could become refugees because of Climate 
Change impacts.  

Climate change is caused by us, humans. We burn fossil fuels which 
adds to the blanket of gases in the atmosphere, which then results 
in more heat being trapped, causing the temperature of the earth 
to increase. If the temperature increases, some areas of the world 
will come to be inhabitable. As a result, different parts of the world 
will become overcrowded and overpopulated. Another thing we 
don’t do is recycle properly. Plastic is not biodegradable so that 
means it cannot be broken down. If we do not recycle plastic 
properly and we leave it lying around, in one year that plastic will 
still be there. 

Some ways to reduce climate change: reduce, reuse and recycle, 
ride a bike or walk to places instead of driving,  pack waste free 
lunches and reduce energy and water use. I know parents and 
teachers always talk about switching the tap off when you brush 
your teeth or using cold water to wash your hands instead of 
waiting for it to heat up, all the time everyone nods and agrees but 
then they don’t do it. If we were to reduce our water use by doing 
the things teachers and everyone says, we would be helping the 
planet, and I know most people would say "how can I, one person, 
out of the seven billion people in the world help stop climate 
change?" If every single person in the world reduces their water 
usage, we would be saving the earth. By doing everything 
mentioned and being environmentally aware we will save lives, 
money and most importantly, we will save the earth. 

D E V E L o P M E N T  E D 

The Bug Hotel 

As part of our Development Education Programme in Geography 
class, we had been looking at the fall in the insect population 
worldwide. This has been mainly caused by pollution and the use of 
pesticides in farming. We looked at simple local things that could 
be done to improve biodiversity. We decided to try and build a bug 
hotel for our school. Five 2nd year students that were in both the 
Geography and 
Woodwork class worked 
on the project – Horens, 
Ben, Chloe, Adam & 
Dion. We collected as 
many recycled materials 
as we could for the hotel, 
and worked on it during 
woodwork class. It is 
located in the outside 
garden close to the ASD 
unit.  
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D E V E L o P M E N T  E D 

The Sensory Garden 

Written by: Jack Holden (LCA2) 

The sensory garden was made by the Leaving Certificate 
Applied class. It is outside the ASD unit. We started 
working on the sensory garden in April 2016. Before we 
started working on the garden, there were tarmac and 
weeds all over the place. It just looked boring and not a 
place where people would want to spend time. Our class 
decided to do it up as part of our Enterprise module in 
LCA.  

 First of all, 50 tyres were brought in for us to use as 
flowerpots. Ms. Cahill’s husband kindly brought these 
tyres down to the school for us. We painted the tyres all 
different colours. We used bright colours such as Blue, 
pink, green and yellow. We planted flowers and plants in 
the tyres, I made a minion tyre plant out of 5 tyres and I 
planted daffodils in it.  Now all of the tyres are painted in 
different colours and there are flowers growing in them. 

Sleepers were brought in for us to make beds for growing 
herbs and vegetables. Some LCA students made brackets 
in metalwork class to help join the sleepers together. 
Kilmore Potatoes kindly donated top soil to fill the beds 
with.  Today we have a herb garden in one the beds with 
herbs such as: Mint, Fennel, Lemonbalm, Bay, Tarragon 

Local Food Market Day 

Written by: Sean Maddock & Lucas Stan (JC2) 

Why do you think we had a local food market day? For 
us it was raise awareness for the increasing amount of 
imported products that we demand. Little do we know 
that many of these foods can be grown in our own 
homes. Encouraging this has many benefits not only to 
you but to the economy we live in. To give an example 
of the food we import, here is short table listing some 
foods that we have noticed are in demand. 

FOOD COUNTY OF ORIGIN DISTANCE 

Apples Chili 11,622 km 

Blueberries Spain 1,485 km 

Strawberries Egypt 4,305 km 

All these foods can even be grown in your back garden! 

The event we hosted was supported by many local 
Wexford suppliers - Killowen Yoghurts, Glanbia, Baldy & 
Doyle, Thai Gold, Frank Doyle Butchers, Wexford Home 
Preserves, Scallans Food Factory, Paganini, Uncle Aidan's 
Stone Ground Flour, Greenhill Fruit Farm, Saltees Fish, 
Ballycross Apple Farm & Kilmore potatoes. Just by 
supporting local companies, we are not only employing 
people in our communities but we’re also helping local 
Irish businesses grow. The food itself is pure and we are 
guaranteed that no additives are present in the fruits and 
vegetables we eat. Also by buying local our communities 
will grow and our health will improve. Instead of buying a 
frozen pizza that you know is bad for you, you could enjoy 
a fresh strawberry or apple on a lovely summer day, filling 
you with prosperity and happiness.  

The market we hosted can be only one of many if you and 
I decide to help this amazing opportunity grow into a local 
tradition. The day itself was amazing and many people 
were glad to see their hard work pay off. In total it raised 
492 euro, which will be spent on the school garden 
project. 

and Parsley. We also have peas, broccoli, lettuce, garlic 
and onions growing in the vegetable bed. 

We made things in metalwork for the garden such as 
bird feeders, hangers for the tyres on the fence, wind 
chimes, compass, a flower decoration on the wall. 
These things help to decorate the garden and are also 
sensory items. This means they appeal to our senses. 
We can hear the wind chimes, see the bright colours, 
smell the flowers and herbs and taste the herbs and 
other foods. We also have a number of plants which 
are very nice to touch because they feel furry or soft. 

We have a compost bin to make our own compost. In 
this bin you can put teabags, fruit and vegetable 
peelings, eggshells and other raw foods. We are also 
collecting rainwater which can then be used to water 
the flowers. 

I enjoy working in the sensory garden, I do a lot of 
watering out there on the plants and the vegetable 
beds. I enjoy it out in the sensory garden because it’s a 
very nice garden to be out in on a sunny day. It’s good 
to get fresh air in the garden and it’s nice to learn 
about growing flowers and food so you know what to 
do in the future if you’d do gardening. It is a very nice 
place for students to be at break time and lunch time. I 
am happy to be part of LCA and to make the sensory 
garden a nice place for students in school. 

Unveiling of the WWGS Gobal Citzens Passport. 

 Ms. Kelleher, Ms. Norris, Frank Lonegran (former 
Geography teacher), Ms. Greene, Seán Thompson and 

Méigen Rossiter 
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Fr Peter McVerry, Campaigner for the Homeless visits 
Bridgetown College 

Written by: Rory Cassidy (JC3) 

Recently third year students Rory Cassidy, Gary Duggan 
and Cian Cassidy won the Mercy Project Junior Group 
category for their project on Fr Peter McVerry. Earlier in 
the year, Fr McVerry visited the school on the day of the 
Apollo House verdict in Dublin. This was a massive day for 
homeless campaigners like Fr McVerry, so we were very 
lucky to have him. 

Fr McVerry spoke about a wide range of topics including 
drug use, the current homelessness crisis, Apollo House 
and many more topics. He was a great speaker and 
answered every question asked of him by students. He 
was very genuine in his approach and it was great to have 
an opportunity to speak to him after his talk. People left 
feeling inspired by such a great man and were very happy 
that he visited. 

Fr McVerry spoke about a wide range of topics including 
drug use, the current homelessness crisis, Apollo House 
and many more topics. He was a great speaker and 
answered every question asked of him by students. He 
was very genuine in his approach and it was great to have 
an opportunity to speak to him after his talk.People left 
feeling inspired by such a great man and were very happy 
that he visited. 

Fr McVerry was born in 1944 and trained as a Jesuit priest. 
According to a report,the trust he founded helped 3600 
people in Dublin in 2013. He has been working with 
vulnerable young people in Dublin for 40 years. The Peter 
McVerry Trust operates eleven homeless hostels, over 100 
apartments, a drug detox centre and 2 drug stabilistation 
centres. 

We put together a project on the visit, which included an 
article, quotes and photos of the visit. We were delighted 
to win the competition and we were grateful to Mr Codd 
who entered. This experience really opened our eyes to 
what is being done in Dublin to end the crisis and what the 
people who are homeless have to go through. I definitely 
will not forget this great experience in a hurry.  

This is our winning article: 

Jesuit priest Fr. Peter McVerry recently visited our school 
for a talk on homelessness. It came as a surprise to us that 
such as busy man would come down to Bridgetown 
especially on the day of the Apollo House verdict. Fr 
McVerry, has been working with the homeless for over 
thirty years and has provided help to thousands of people 
in Dublin. The Fr Peter McVerry trust has provided light 
and help to people in very difficult times. It has been a 
great success. When speaking about plans for the future of 
the trust, Fr. McVerry simply put it. “Our job is to go out of 
business, we will have succeeded when we become 
unemployed”. What other business could say this, it is 
certainly thought provoking? 

Fr McVerry has also praised the work of Apollo house who 
have earned praise across the country. He said it has 
gotten more attention than the Peter McVerry Trust has 
received in all its years. This for me was remarkable. 

“Christmas is a horrible time for homeless people a lot of 
them tell me that they would love to fall asleep on the 1st 
of December and wake up on the 1st of January”. I asked Fr 
McVerry about the work the trust did over Christmas and 
he said they helped plenty of people and provided them 
with Christmas dinner. The volunteers who help him and 
all the staff should be greatly credited for their efforts. 

Fr McVerry has achieved some incredible feats in his time 
as a homeless campaigner and described the special 
feeling he gets when somebody who was previously 

homeless manages to get the keys to a new home. “It’s 
special. It’s the best part of the job.” 

I asked Fr McVerry about current world issues such as 
Brexit and Donald Trump and he sees Brexit as a 
massive threat for Ireland’s economy. When asked 
about Donald Trump, the unpopular US President elect 
he commented that he thinks he won’t last very long. 
“Donald Trump is going to liven up politics, it’s going to 
become very, very unpredictable and very different 
from what’s gone on before”. Speaking about Brexit Fr 
McVerry said: “Brexit is more serious, Brexit could 
really damage our economy enormously and if it 
damages our economy, that means a lot more people 
are going to be plunged into poverty, there’s going to 
be more homelessness. There’s going to be more 
problems for a lot more people.” 

Fr McVerry talked about drug use and how he feels 
that people should be allowed to take drugs if 
necessary and reckons there is no point in fining 
people or putting them in a cell for taking drugs. 

Peter McVerry inspired so many people in our school 
and it really was a pleasure to speak to him. Fr Peter 
McVerry Trust will have a lasting legacy even after the 
crisis ends. It was an incredible experience. 

From the left: Gary Duggan (JC3), Richard Fenlon 
(JC3), Cian Cassidy (JC3), Fr. Peter McVerry, Mr. Codd 
(Religion teacher), Rory Cassidy (JC3) and Ms. Greene 
(Principal) 

Fr. Peter McVerry speaking to the students of 
Bridgetown College 
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Dear Readers, cast your eyes over these insightful book reviews! Some good 
advice for your summer reading….. 
 

A review of 'Boy: Tales of Childhood' by Roald Dahl 

Written by: Caoimhe Troy (JC1) 

The book I read on the digital library was 'Boy: Tales of Childhood' by Roald Dahl. It is a 
collection of small memories, letters, stories and pictures from his life as a boy growing up. 
The book is non-fiction. This book had lots of interesting, funny and even had some shocking 
stories. One of my favourites was the story of him and some friends placing a dead rat in a 
sweet jar at the shop, so the male shopkeeper would touch it! The excerpts from some of his 
letters to his mother while he was in boarding school were endearing and sweet. The book 
also tells of some of his life while in the war as a pilot. 

I really enjoyed 'Boy: Tales of Childhood' because of the honesty, the comical stories of 
mischief and of course the pictures and letters included. I loved how he described the first 
boarding school he went to. His relationships with both of his parents were cute and very loving. His father died 
before his mother did so she was left to care for the children by herself until she died when Roald himself was also 
ill. His relationships with his siblings were not really described, though when mentioned seemed caring and quite 
mischievous. 

I would recommend 'Boy: Tales of Childhood' to people who enjoy a good autobiography on someone with a very 
interesting past, because this completely reflects Roald Dahl's story. I'd give this book a 10/10, because I enjoyed it 
so much! 

A review of All Bright Places written by Jennifer Niven 

Written by: Becky O'Neill (JC1) 

‘All the Bright Places’ was written by Jennifer Niven, it 
falls into the young adult fiction category. This was the 
first young adult book written by Niven. It won the 
‘Goodreads Choice Award’ for best young adult fiction. 
Since writing All the Bright Places in 2015 Niven has 
written ‘Holding up the Universe’. 

The story begins when Theodore Finch and Violet Markey 
meet on top of the school bell tower. Theodore is suicidal 
and Violet suffers from post traumatic stress disorder, 
both wanting to jump they end up saving each other. 
When they team up for a school project 'Wonder Indiana' 
they come closer to each other, and so develops a 
greater understanding of each other. Finch act be himself 
around Violet. 'But as Violet's world grows Finch's begins 
to shrink' - Goodreads. 

I enjoyed this book and how it was written. I like how 
both Finch and Violet narrated parts of the book as it 
allowed me to see what they were thinking inside their 
heads. The dialogue was interesting and it allowed you to 

really imagine the conversation. 
The dialogue gives the reader a 
strong sense of the atmosphere. I 
loved the relationship Violet and 
Finch. When it first starts off there 
is a feeling of tension but as the 
novel progresses they become 
more comfortable about being 
around each other. 

My only criticism of this book was 
the description of the characters, 
I thought they could have been 
more detailed. What I mean when 
I say this is I couldn’t really picture 
Theodore or Violet from the descriptions. However 
this was the only thing I didn’t like. So my overall 
impression would have to be very positive. I found it 
interesting but deep and I could almost feel what they 
were going through. I definitely would not 
recommend it to under 12s as it would be too hard for 
them to understand. The ideal age reader for this 
novel, would be 13 years or upwards. I would award 
this novel, 9 out of 10. 

A review of The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

Written by: Caoimhe Troy (JC1) 

The book I chose to read was ‘The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’ by Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle. This is a fictional book. I had two reasons for chosing this book, I liked the cover, 
and I enjoy the Sherlock Holmes series, starring Benedict Cumberbatch. The book 
contains 12 short stories about Sherlock Holmes and his partner, Dr. Watson, deducing 
information from clues in order to solve crimes and mysteries. 

Sherlock is an extremely logical, analytical and intelligent character. Watson is also 
quite clever, though slower to catch on to some things, and he absolutely adores 
Sherlock. 

I probably wouldn’t recommend this book to all ages, as it may be too advanced for 
some children. I would probably recommend it to those who like an advanced book, or 
enjoy mystery. 

‘The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’ took me three days to complete. I would award 
this book 7 & a half out of ten because it tended to drag on unnecessarily, and while it 
was intriguing in some parts, this book was slightly predictable. I found it quite easy to 
read and overall it was a good read for me. 



 

15 

Issue 7 The Bridge 22nd May 2017

Well done to the winners of the 
February Numeracy Puzzle: Daniel 

Kearns (JC3) and Dylan 
O’Brien (LC1) 

Fadhbanna atá ag daoine óga 

Le daltaí sa tríú bliain, rang Ní Fhaoláin. 

Is déagóir mé atá ag déanamh an Teastais Shóisearaigh i mbliana. Níl mé ach cúig bliana déag d'aois ach, mar sin 
féin sílim go bhfuil mé láncháilithe chun labhairt ar an ábhar thuas. De réir mar a fheicimse féin é ní lia duine ná 
tuairim ach tá sé soiléir go mbíonn an-bhrú ar dhaoine óga ar scoil na leathanta seo. Cuireann fadhbhanna sóisialta 
isteach go mór ar dhéagóirí, fadhbhanna ar nós íomhá choirp, bulaíocht agus fadhbanna lena muintir. 

Tá tionchar mór ag na meáin chumarsáide ar dhéagóirí. Tá taobh dearfach agus taobh diúltach leis na meáin 
chumarsáide, dar liom. I dtosach báire, ar an taobh dearfach, cabhraíonn na meáin chumarsáide le daoine, agus 
sochaí i gcoitinne a bheith feasach faoin domhan. Cabhraíonn sé le scileanna sóisialta mar níl aon bhrú ar dhaoine 
óga a bheith ag caint aghaidh ar aghaidh, i mo thuairim. Mar thoradh spreagann na meáin chumarsáide déagóirí a 
bheith muiníneach. Is léir go bhfuil taobh diúltach leis chomh maith. Tá bhaint mór ag na meáin chumarsáide le 
íomhá choirp. Is fadbh mhór í seo, i mo thuairim agus fulaingíonn daoine óga ó neamhord itheacháin mar thoradh. 

Eiríonn daoine brónach nuair a deireann bulaí rudaí uafásacha fúthu. Is daoine neamhshlán iad na bualaithe. 
Déanann siad an rogha bulaíochta a dhéanamh mar tá éad orthu. Is é mo thuairim go dtarlaíonn féinmharú agus 
féin dochar mar thoradh bulaíocht. 

Is é mo thuairim gurb é an gaol is tábhachtaí atá le daoine ná an caidreamh lena gcairde agus lena dteaghlaigh. 
Caithfidh mé a admháil go bhfuil mé an-bhuartha faoin Teastaigh Shóisearaigh, ach é sin ráite, tá mo chairde agus 
mo theaghlach ag cuidiú liom gan amhras. Ceapaim gurb iad na caidrimh is tábhahctaí mar is féidir leo cabhrú leat 
le brú agus imní. Déanann sé maitheas don intinn sos a thóghaint ó bhrú an tsaoil. Tugann do chairde an sos sin 
duit agus tá deis agut do shaol sóisialta a choimeád agus a fhobairt. Má tá caidrimh diúltachta ag daoine iompaíonn 
siad ar drochnósanna mar thoradh dar liom. Mar shampla, ag ithe go míshláintiúil agus ag tógáil drugaí. 

Is é mo thuairim go mbíonn daoine óga ag iarraidh éalú ón mbrú seo ar bhealaí sláintiúla, ar nós spóirt, ceol agus 
damhsa. Is léir go bhfuil níos mó caitheamh aimsire ag daoine óga sa lá atá inniú ann agus i mo thuairim is iontach 
an rud é a bheith ábalta am a caitheamh ag damhsa agus ag seinm ceoil mar déanann sé maitheas do corp agus don 
spiorad, agus chomh maith le sin tugann sé faoiseamh ó strus. Nuair a imríonn déagóirí spórt cuidíonn sé leo éalú ó 
bhrú na scoile agus ó fhadhbhanna sóisialta. Tá áiseanna spóirt ar fáil i ngach ceantar anois. I mo thuairim tugann 
caithimh aimsire deis do dhuine óga bualadh le cairde nua. Ní féidir a shéanadh go bhfuil ag imirt spóirt mar shlí 
éalaithe ón scoil agus rialacha na sochaí. 

Níl aon agó go bhfuil an-chuid fadhbhanna ag daoine óga sa lá atá inniu ann. Tá tionchar mór i ngach treo, dar liom. 
É sin ráite tá dóchas le feiceáil chomh maith. Tá cabhair ar fáil dúinn agus ba cheart dúinn é sin a chuimhniú. 

Healthy Eating Plan 

Written by: Evelyn Murphy (JC1) 

Eating healthy does not mean giving up your 
favourite foods it just means cutting back on sugary 
and fatty foods and eat more nutritious foods. 

If you're watching your weight, a healthy, balanced 
diet is the way to go. Dieting, skipping breakfast or 
starving yourself are not the way to go. 

Golden Rules 

Don’t skip breakfast 

Skipping meals won't help your lose weight and is 
not good for you, Because you can miss out on 
important nutrients. Having some breakfast will 
help you get some vitamins and minerals you need 
for good health. 

Get your 5 a day 

Fruit and veg are a good source of many of the 
vitamins and minerals your body needs during your 
teenage years. Aim to eat at least five portions of a 
variety of fruit and veg. Try to vary the type of fruit 
you eat. If you feel hungry over the day, fruit can 
be a great way of filling that gap. 

H20 

Drink plenty of water throughout the day. It is so 
important to keep you hydrated. Water is very 
good to flush out any toxins and to keep one's skin 
in glowing. 

Eating Disorders 

Does eating make you feel anxious, guilty or upset? 
An eating disorder is serious and is not something 
you should deal with on your own. Talk about it 
with someone you trust. 

Sculpted by: Tara Power (LC2) 

Hey, do you think you know everything about famous 
artists and their artwork? Well with this quiz you can 
find out!! 
Written by: Ben Corish (JC1) 

1) What was the 'Starry Night' created with? 

A)Oil [ ] B)Acrylic [ ] C)Pencil [ ] 

2)Who painted 'The Scream'? 

A)Leonardo da Vinci [ ] B)Edvard Munch [ ] C)Picasso [ ] 

3)What was Pablo Picasso best known for? 

A)Fantasy Art [ ] B)Abstract Art [ ] C)Realistic Art [ ] 

4)Who painted 'The Creation of Adam'? 

A)Donatello [ ] B)Raphael [ ] C)Michelangelo [ ] 

5)Which part of Vincent van Gogh was cut off? 

A)His toe [ ] B)His ear [ ] C)His finger [ ] 

6)Which artist painted a lot of staircases in an art piece? 
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Basketball Diaries.....updates from the court in 2017 

Written by: Ms Manning & Joely Doyle (JC1) 

The first and second year girls’ basketball teams competed in 
the Basketball Ireland Schools League. This competition starts 
at regional level first. Both teams played Presentation 
Wexford, Loreto Wexford and Ramsgrange Community 
School. The first years were beaten by Presentation Wexford 
but won their other two matches which put them as runners 
up in the group and the 2nd years won all three matches 
which gave them the top spot in the group. This qualified both 
teams for South East Regional semi-finals. 

First year team, consisting of: Joely Doyle, Aimee Bates 
Crosbie, Rebecca O Neill, Aisling Finn, Bonnie Neiland, Hannah 
McKevitt, Abby Wall , Therese Keating, Grace Lambert, Vicky 
Breen, Danielle Kinsella and Seren Ward had a very exciting 
game against Castlecomer Community School beating them 
28-25. Top two scorers on the day were Aimee-10 points and 
Joely 9 points. The girls travelled to New Ross for their semi-

final against Waterpark College, Waterford, but 
despite a huge team effort, Waterpark proved too 
strong for them on the day. 

Following on from their success from last year the 
second year team of :Juliet Rochford, Rebecca 
Stafford, Nadine Cunningham, Annabel Dunlop 
Doyle, Ciara Nash, Leah Busher, Ciara Murphy, 
Laura Donnellan, Stephanie Ojuede, Shauna White, 
Sophie Keating were very hopeful going into their 
regional quarter final . Two first years Joely Doyle 
and Seren Ward played up with the team against 
Colaiste Mhuire, Johnstown. It was basket for 
basket during each quarter but in the last quarter 
Colaiste Mhuire edged ahead winning 39-34. The 
girls were very disappointed but determined to 
come back stronger next year. 

A big thanks to all the students who did table 
officials’ during the season. 

Ireland Soccer Friendly V 
Iceland in the Aviva 

Bank of Ireland kindly 
offered the school free 
tickets to the Ireland v 
Iceland match. They also 
paid for transport to & 
from the match and gave 
each student a voucher for 
food.  

Go n-éirí go geal le gach dalta a 

mbeidh ag déanamh an Teastas 

Sóiseasiach agus an Ardteist. 

Ádh mór libh! 

South Leinster Track and Filed Update 

On the 4th of May 9 athletes represented our school in 
Waterford Regional Sports Centre. Congratulations to 
Grainne Bates, took part who won bronze in the Inter girls 
1500m and Sam Delaney who silver in the Inter Boys Long 
Jump. Well done to all who took part. 

Bridgetown Athletes Strike Waterford 

On Friday, April 28th, a number of students represented 
our school in the South Leinster Schools Championships. 
Those on the team were Vicki Breen, Leah Ormond, Megan 
Romaszewskjy, Cole Rea, Jasmine Brennan Roche, Therese 
Keating, Jordan Boggan and Cian Doyle. Unfortunately we 
didn’t win any medals, but a word of praise is due to Vicki 
Breen as she achieved fourth place in the Junior Girls High 
Jump. 

U16 Basketball All Ireland Preliminary Rounds 

Written by: Kira Bates Crosbie (JC3) 

On December 9th 2016, the school's U16 girls 
basketball team played in the regional final against a 
well organised Carlow team in the Mercy, 
Waterford. After a thrilling game that both sides 
could have won, the girls lost 32-22. Despite this 
loss, the team still qualified for the All-Ireland 
preliminary rounds which were held in Bridgetown 
on January 9th. On the day, they faced St. 
Columcilles (Dublin) and Dingle (Kerry). In their first 
game, the girls were narrowly beaten by St. 
Columcilles in what was a great game of basketball. 
After a short break, the girls played Dingle and 
ended on a high, winning by ten points. 
Unfortunately, the girls didn’t qualify for the next 
round, but had a great day which was a great way to 
end the season. Team: Kira Bates Crosbie, Megan 
Doyle, Lauren Power, Gráinne Bates, Tyra Brennan, 
Amy Cassidy, Clodagh Rubotham, Alexandra Kinder, 
Juliet Rochford, Annabel Dunlop-Doyle, Nadine 
Cunningham. 

Thank you to Ms. Cheevers and Ms. Bates (Boys 
Basketball) Ms. Fortune and Ms. Manning (Girls 
Basketball) for their time and advice this year. 

Many thanks to Bank of Ireland for their kind offer. The day was greatly enjoyed by all students who attended the 
match. Boys’ Basketball League Update 

Written by: Cian Doyle (JC1) 

Bridgetown’s basketball team recently competed in 
County Wexford Boys Basketball League. On the 
team were Thomislav Bartolic, Mattew Philips, 
Daniel Power, Dominique Sheil, Cian Duggan, Ciaran 
Doyle, Cole Rea, Declan Moody and Josh White. The 
team played four games in total. They beat Creagh 
College of Kilmuckridge, but unfortunately lost the 
other two games to St. Peters and Ramsgrange 
Community School. All the team played to the best 
of their ability, but they were the stronger team on 
that occasion. Hopefully this team will be back next 
year to display their talents and taste greater 
success. 

Inter Vocational Schools athletics squad who competed in 
the competition which was held on the 4th of October 2016. 


