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HAPPY CHRISTMAS
Hope for the Holidays
Written By: Soraya James LC2
Team Hope is a fantastic organisation and a great way to give back to
people less fortunate than ourselves. I'm happy to announce that
Bridgetown has collected over 70 boxes for Team Hope. Thank you to
everyone who brought in a box, an item or donated money. As Ms.
Foley said "Its a great thing to be able to give someone something and
not expect anything in return. It's truly heart-warming to know that
you will be the reason a child smiles this Christmas!" And your
generosity does not go unnoticed, especially not to the children
receiving these boxes!
Thank you for supporting this cause and on behalf of the students
thanks to Ms. Foley, Ms. McDermott as without them it wouldn't be
possible and the Student Council for giving us the opportunity to give
back.

The Origins of Christmas
Written By: Rory Cassidy JC1
As we get ready to celebrate Christmas, few people know how
Christmas actually came about.
Well, Christmas is an annual commemoration of the birth of
Jesus Christ. It is celebrated on 25th of December each year.
Each year Christmas closes Advent. Christmas is a national
holiday in many countries.
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Next comes St. Nicholas. St. Nicholas had a
reputation for secret gift-giving, such as
placing coins in shoes thus becoming the
model for Santa Claus.
So now when we hear about Christmas, it’s
not all about getting presents and stuffing
our faces with turkey. It means a lot more
than that!
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Method:
1.Beat together butter and sugar until light and fluffy. Add egg and vanilla, mix
until just combined.
2. Add flour and baking powder in intervals.( Dough will seem as if doesn't have
enough moisture but continue to mix with mixer until combined, it will come
Ingredients
together when chilled).
1 cup of butter softened
3. Divide the dough into four equal parts, shape into four disks, wrap with plastic
wrap and refrigerate about an hour or until firm.
1 cup granulated sugar
4. Preheat oven to 180-200 degrees.
1 large egg
Lightly grease baking sheets or line with parchment paper or a non-stick
1½ teaspoons of vanilla essence 5.
baking mat. Roll out dough
between 2 sheets of waxed paper, about ¼ inch thick
for crispier cookies and 1/3 inch thick for softer cookies.
6. Cut out shapes with cookie cutters and place on prepared baking sheets. Bake
for 7-8 minutes or until edges just start to turn a golden colour. For softer
cookies, do not allow the cookies to take on colour.
7. Remove from oven, let cool for one minute and then transfer to wire rack.
Allow cookie sheet to cool thoroughly before placing uncooked dough on it.
Decorate cookies with coloured icing or buttercream frosting and sprinkles.

Christmas
Cookies

20 questions with John Conor's AKA Patrick from Love/Hate
(Interview conducted by Sháuna Breen LC2)
Name: John Francis Connors.
Age: 24.
How long have you been acting? 4 years.
Dream role? Every role.
Favourite school subject: History.
What do you do before and after filming? (What's a must?) Spend time alone in the
trailer. Think about the scene at hand and what has to happen, remind myself of my
characters motivation. Afterwards, go home and sleep.
Would you ever change the way you act to fit the industries needs like we've seen so
many actors do? Never!
Do you feel pressure knowing so many young people know and possibly look up to you? I don't think like that. I
take one day at a time, one gig at a time.
What advice would you give to someone who wants to give up acting because they feel they're not good
enough? Give it up so. It's a hard game, if you haven't got the confidence or attitude then you're in the wrong
game.
When you're not on stage what do you like to do? Read, box and have a few Guinness with a sing song.
Favourite biscuit to dunk? Digestive ha!
We the people have loved every minute of you on Love/Hate, did you enjoy your role in it as
much as we did? Even more. I get a cathartic buzz that I cant articulate.
Did you always want to be a actor and if so believe you could be? No I wanted to box as a pro,
acting seemed to far fetched coming from my back round.
Would you choose acting or money? Acting.
Where do you see yourself in 5 years? Doing what I love, acting.
Who has been a 'role model' to you? My mother and my grandparents.
If you could star with anyone who would it be? Marlon Brando if he were alive.
Was it scary when you first saw your name on a screen or was it more like a child on
Christmas ever? Weird more like it.
What may be one thing people do not know about you? I don't tell any secrets!
Will we be seeing some more new stuff soon? Yes! I've a T.V show coming out in January then I have a few other
projects coming soon.
(Anything else you would like to add?) Peace.
“T'was the night before Christmas, when all through the house, not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse”.
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Interview by Sháuna Breen with Michael D'arcy and Suds from Wexford Band Corner Boy
If you could be one super hero who
would you be and why? Suds our
drummer because he is just a hero.
What artist would you like to work with?
Hozier definitely.
What was the best crowd you ever
played for? Hmmmm, well Bridgetown is
definitely in the running!
What was your dream job as a child?
Being water boy for the Senior County
Hurlers!
Favourite biscuit to dunk? Ohhhh, a chocolate hob nob or toffee pop. Toffeepops are in a league of their own!
Would you rather live the next year of your life with everything you ever wanted but die at the end of the year or
live your life as it is now? Live life as it is now, I feel like we (Corner Boy) have a lot of good things coming.
Can you al read music notes? No only one of us can actually.
What advice would you give to someone who plays an instrument wants to start/join a band but doesn't know
how? No matter what, stick with it. You have to keep persevering. The music business is not easy to break into so
you have to really want it.
Does gigging and travelling effect your family and social life? In some ways yes it does have an effect but in other
ways it enhances it. For a lot of our friends sometimes the only way to catch up is for them to come to shows.
Which is great as we get to share what we do with them. And for us of course it always helps knowing a few faces
in the crowd. Our friends and family are incredible supportive and have stuck by us in good times and in bad. They
understand how things are with touring and I suppose it makes it that bit more special when we get off the road
and do get to spend time with them.
Would you ever change the way you play music to fit into the industry’s needs? This comes up a lot in
conversation believe it or not. In short the answer is no. When you get to play music in a semi-professional or
professional manner it becomes a part of who you are as a person. I suppose if we changed our style we wouldn't
really feel like we were being honest to ourselves or anyone who supported us. No real lasting validation can come
from living your life only trying to please others. At the end of the day to get anywhere (and be happy while doing
it) you need to stay true to who you are and your own tastes, likes and experiences. As a band we wouldn't like to
look back when we're older to see that we changed ourselves and our values in order to just impress others. It’s a
tough industry. Probably one of the toughest for rejection but hard work is its own reward sometimes and being
true to what you believe in even more rewarding in the end. (As cheesy as that sounds).
Who inspires you as a band? To write music that makes people feel something. When people tell us after shows
that they listen to our songs in the car with their kids or at night before they sleep or at the gym etc. It's a powerful
thing that people may not know us personally but we get to be a part of their lives a little bit. We're very lucky that
our work brings something out in people. So I suppose writing more songs that will hopefully achieve that and
making progress musically would be the main inspirations.
How did corner boy come about? We've all being playing music for a very long time. We would have known each
other through other bands as the Wexford music scene is rather small. Two years ago I came back from living in
Montreal (Canada) and while I was there I wrote a bunch of songs not really thinking anything would come of them.
I put them online for my friends back home to listen to just so they could see what I was up to and they started
being shared around. Before long music blogs started writing about them and bookers were trying to get us to play
shows. It was then that we started getting the band together and treating it a bit more seriously. It’s funny how it
works sometimes. When I was younger I spent a lot of time thinking about how great it would be to be in a band
with a record deal. The second I stopped thinking about it and just wrote songs for the love of it was when things
started happening.
You teamed up with Wexford GAA this year and your song Morning Morning was used for many events and
broadcastings, you also played in Croke Park on All-Ireland Camogie finals days, have you any more projects
lined up this year with the GAA? Do you think it brings your music to a whole new range of people? The GAA like
a lot of other organisations in Wexford have been very supportive of us. Our music has been used for the Wexford
Youths Soccer team, Wexford Art collectives and even TV advertisements etc...I think there is a thing about
Wexford people that when they get behind something they really support it and luckily for us this has been the
case. At the start of the year we had a few goals of what we
wanted to achieve but from the support that we have received
this year those goals have been eclipsed in a big way. We are
currently writing & recording our next E.P full of new material
so hopefully we'll get the opportunity again.
What’s one thing people may not know about you? Maybe a
little something on all of us.
Michael (Lead singer) - Part time Dairy farmer.
Suds (Drummer) - Former bodybuilder.
Leo (Bassist) - Used to thatch roofs.
Matthew (Banjo) - Can build his own banjos.
James (Fiddle) - Is only 17 and in 5th Year Leaving Cert
Interview with Suds (Past Pupil of Bridgetown) Has it
changed a lot since you were here? No not really, something’s
yes.
What was your favourite subject in Bridgetown? History. I
had a really great teacher Ms McNamara
Some of our teachers here in Bridgetown have been here a very long time; did you have the pleasure of any of
them teaching you? Yeah quite a few of them actually. Lots of familiar faces here today anyway.
“And so this is Christmas . . . what have you done?”. John Lennon
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Student Survey Results
Mars 44% / Snickers 56%
Simpsons 83% / Futurama 17%
Irish 61% / French 39%
Salted popcorn 48% / buttered popcorn 52%
Are you afraid of heights?
Yes 36% / No 64%
Christmas Dinner:
Turkey 64% / Ham 36%
Is the glass:
Half empty 31% / half full 69%
Do you sing in the shower:
Yes 66% / No 34%
Are the vending machines:
Healthy 16% / Unhealthy 84%
Would you rather:
Have everything you've ever wanted but you die in one
year 12% / live your life as it is now 88%
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Emma’s Dilemma’s...

I’ve been failing a lot of my tests even though I’ve been
studying. I’m starting to get very worked up. Am I stupid?
Dear student,
First of all, try not to be so hard on yourself. Of course you
are not stupid! Sometimes being anxious about tests can
make you stress out and affect your performance. A good
way to avoid this is to have a word with your teacher about
your tests and find out where exactly you seem to be going
wrong if you are worrying about it. Remember teachers are
always willing to help! Sometimes when people fail at
something, they give up and the fact that you keep on
studying is admirable. There are so many ways of learning,
buying flashcards and writing out what you need to know is
always a great help. People learn in different ways so try
find the one that suits you best!
Best of luck!

Top Christmas Songs Royalties Earners for 2013

30 Must See
Christmas Movies
Meet Me in St. Louis (1944)
It’s a Wonderful Life (1946)
White Christmas (1954)
Mickey’s Christmas Carol (1983)
Santa Claus: the Movie (1985)
Scrooged (1988)
Ernest Saves Christmas (1988)
National Lampoons Christmas Vacation (1989)
Home Alone (1990)
Home Alone 2: Lost in New York (1992)
The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992)
The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993)
The Santa Clause (1994)
Miracle on 34th Street (1994)
Jingle All the Way (1996)
Dr. Seuss, How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000)
It's a Very Merry Muppet Christmas Movie (2002)
Bad Santa (2003)
Elf (2003)
Love Actually (2003)
The Polar Express (2004)
Christmas with the Kranks (2004)
The Family Stone (2005)
The Holiday (2006)
Heck the Halls (2006)
The Nativity Story (2006)
Fred Claus (2007)
Four Christmases (2008)
A Christmas Carol (2009)
Arthur Christmas (2011)

Where We Live
Written By: Haley Bohanna and Louise Corish JC2
Where we live is brilliant,
Just ignore the bad like the money, the laziness.
We have farms and tractors
Animals and nature.
The beauty is there if you look.
Trees, fields, flowers and animals.
Masseys, McCormacks, New Holland, Landini
All types of tractors and some more are
John Deere, Fent, Ford and Valtra,
Harvesters squeezing down the lane,
To cut the ould silage.
Bails o’ hay lying out in the field,
Combines cutting he corn on a sunny day.

“Always winter but never Christmas” CS Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
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Christmas Crossword
Down
2

Who has a long beard and wears a red suit?

3

Shone over Bethlehem

4

Animals that pull the sleigh

6

Pull this with a bang and get the toy and hat inside

7

Reindeer with a red nose

8

Green and spikey with red berries

9

Place where toys are made

13 Songs sung at Christmas time
Across
1

Whose birthday is celebrated on Christmas?

5

Open this calendar one day at a time until Christmas

10 Red and white striped treat
11 A meat traditionally eaten for Christmas dinner
12 White crystals of frozen water
14 What do you decorate with ornaments for Christmas?

Science Facts
ATOM COUNT
It is hard to grasp just how
small the atoms that make
up your body are until you
take a look at the sheer
number of them. An adult is
made up of around
7,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 (7
octillion) atoms.
FUR LOSS
It might seem hard to believe, but we have
about the same number of
hairs on our bodies as a
chimpanzee, it's just that
our hairs are useless, so
fine they are almost
invisible. We aren't sure
quite why we lost our
protective fur. It has been
suggested that it may have
been to help early humans
sweat more easily, or to make life harder
for parasites such as lice and ticks, or even
because our ancestors were partly aquatic.
GOOSEBUMPS
Goose-pimples occur when tiny muscles
around the base of each hair tense, pulling
the hair more erect. With a decent covering
of fur, this would fluff up the coat, getting
more air into it, making it a
better insulator. But with a
human's thin body hair, it
just makes our skin look
strange. Many mammals
fluff up their fur when
threatened, to look bigger
and so more dangerous.
“Let's just say that on this day, a million years ago, a dude was born who most of us think was magic. But others
don't, and that's cool. But we're probably right. Amen”. Homer Simpson
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Home Away from Home
Written By: Sháuna Breen LC2
I don’t think I can do justice
in words to the unforgettable
experience of Cork 2014 1st International Forum of EYP
Ireland. There is so much love and emotion in my heart. I
would just first like to show my appreciation and
congratulate the two beautiful, intelligent, ingenious
head organisers of the forum, Miss Julia Fahy and Miss
Lucy Bradfield for without them none of it would have
been possible. I would also just like to acknowledge all
the work that went into the Forum from the Organisers,
The Media Team, the Chairs, and thank them for what is
an experience, a week, a memory I will hold forever in my
heart.
25 delegations, 150 people from all over Europe gathered
in Cork city on the 28th of October. Years of memories
were fitted into just six phenomenal, incredible days.
From chicken curry dancing, speech writing at two in the
morning, singing wake up calls at 6:30, Irish dancing, Irish
music, language learning, representing and handshakes
all round. To team building, committee work, opening
ceremony, closing ceremony, two debate filled days in
GA, guest speakers, Culture night, Dog Racing, Euro
Concert, Euro village, a GAA demonstration, Gala dinners
and a Ball. It was without a single doubt the most work
I’ve ever packed into six days but without a doubt some
of the best days of my life. Besides all the work you put in
and the enjoyment you get out of that, it is the people.
The ones who become your friends and family all in the
space of a few days. It’s like you’ve known each other
forever and you feel so safe with people who live
hundreds of miles away and speak a different language to
you. And then when it’s time to say goodbye it feels like
you’re losing a little piece of yourself, you’re losing your
best friend but twenty times over. You arrive home with
so much to tell but no one understands, no matter how
much you explain, unless you’ve lived through it you can’t
understand.
Apart from the incredible people, it also gave me an
opportunity to have a little taste of countries that I had
no idea about. But even better it gave me a chance to
learn a few words here and there. Jag kan nu säga hej i
tolv olika språk. I can now say hello in twelve different
languages for people who know me is quite impressive
because languages are truly not my strongest point. It

'X Factor': Mel B In Tears As Jake Quickenden Is Axed After
Losing In Sing-Off Against Only The Young.
Written By: Niamh Murphy LC1
The 26-year-old was voted off after losing out to “Only The
Young” in a disastrous sing-off with the boy/girl group,
leaving his mentor in tears. Jake failed to impress during
Saturday night's movie-themed show with his shaky version
of Patrick Swayze's 'She's Like The Wind' from 'Dirty
Dancing'. Following his performance, which saw him
struggling to hit the high notes, Simon Cowell told him: "The
problem is Jake, you've got to get better at singing. There's
no dynamic to your performance. I'm disappointed in you."
The public agreed by voting him into the bottom two with
“Only The Young”, who were eventually put through to next
week's show after winning the sing-off with their version of
Abba's 'The Winner Takes It All'. A clearly upset Mel B
struggled to talk through her tears as Jake was sent packing,
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gave me the chance to grow as a person, it brings out
ideas that you never knew you could conjure up, and it
draws out intelligence that you never knew was inside.
EYP challenges you mentally, physically and socially.
To anyone who hasn’t had the utmost pleasure and
privilege of attending a European Youth Parliament
session, I feel sorry for you and if you ever get the
chance, grab on to it with both arms. At the beginning I
was pessimistic wondering if EYP was for me, was the
type of thing I’d enjoy (there was no camogie
involved), but over the last year EYP has become
something I take great pride in being able to say I am
part of. The amount of stunningly, breath taking,
unique, fabulous people I have met already, is a
number that exceeds anything I thought it ever could.
I don’t want to finish because if this article is over then
Cork 2014 is over. But I will finish it with this “EYP friends are like stars on a cloudy night, you may
not see them but they are always there, through thick
or thin their friendship will always shine bright.”
#TógGoBogÉ

telling him: "He's an
amazing guy, he's a
pleasure to work with.
He feels like family to
me... I don't even know
what to say. I want to
swear... I'm sad. Bye."
Jake told host Dermot
O'Leary that despite
being voted off, he was
still going to follow his
dreams of becoming a
singer. "Honestly, I've
met some absolutely
amazing people. I'm
going to keep going and
I'm going find out the
artist I want to be," he
said.

“One can never have enough socks," said Dumbledore. "Another Christmas has come and gone and I didn't get a
single pair. People will insist on giving me books.” J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone
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Time for a Change
Written By Dylan Cleary LC2
We live in an exciting yet scary time in
the history and the future of the human
race. We live in the age of information,
and era in civilization where literally
every piece of information is in the palm
of your hand and everyone else’s… Now
it is frightening that anyone can access
this information but isn’t that what
comes with free speech? Attempting to
take remove said access would be
restricting free speech or perhaps you
could go as far as to say restricting
people from accessing such information
would be a violation.
Since the internet took off in the early
2000s people have feared its potential,
and by people I mean the rich and
powerful. If you have access to bounties
of information then you have the
potential to do anything. In recent years,
the rich and powerful have stopped
fearing it and have instead delved into it
as a sort of territory grab, to gain control
of the web and thus the people. For
example, after the tragic events of 9/11,
the American government enacted the
“Patriot Act” which basically allows them
to spy on anyone they please in the “War
on Terror”. This includes anything and
everything we do on the internet; for
example search history, location,
employment, even who you are friends
with. In the process, they have given
government agencies like the CIA, FCC

The Bridge
and NSA free reign over the web…
ANYWHERE… Therefore are not just
limited to America. They can spy on
everyone around the world or at
least who they suspect. In doing
this, they are instilling a fear into all
of us that restricts what we do
online and how we use the web just
in case Big Brother is watching us.
This is just wrong as it also
influences independent news
sources, whistle-blowers and
watchdogs online as they are also
restricted by the fear they will end
up like Snowden. This is basically
why Mainstream Media (Sky News,
Fox etc.) is also so cautious when
speaking out against their own
governments but there are also
some other factors, that come into
play.
The people of the world have known
for years now that Mainstream
News is either just wrong, or corrupt
take your pick. It’s only when you do
some deep research into you realise
just how bad it is. You have
probably heard of a poor old man
named Rupert Murdoch. He was the
owner of the newspaper responsible
for hacking phone’s a few years
back I bet you didn’t know that he
rakes in the profits for 60% of all
newspapers sold every day. Right
now you’re probably thinking to
yourself “jeez something seems a bit
fishy there!” Well you would be

What a Sticky Mess?
Written By: Ellen Fletcher McHugh JC2
Have you ever put your hand under the desk
and to your horror find a used piece of gum?
You might want to clean your hands quickly as
this piece of gum carries millions of bacteria.
These bacteria can give you nasty viruses. So
just put your gum in the bin because the bin is
best.
Another problem caused by chewing gum is
that it gets stuck to everything! In some cases
people had to cut off a lump of their hair to
remove chewing gum. Outside the ground is
The Orchestra
Written By: Caoimhe Van Der Bliake JC1
In the school we have an
orchestra, there are many people
involved. These include:
Lara Guthrie (Violin), Mathew
Black (Violin), Tara Power (Flute),
Kirsty Moran (Trumpet), Niamh
Crane (Cello), Niamh Murphy
(Piano) and me (Violin).
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right. He also has major stakes
in OX and BskyB, two of the
largest TV networks on the
planet. This one man has the
potential to have an influence
on nearly every living soul on
the planet, and before you say
“Oh that’s just conspiracy talk”,
Rupert Murdoch is a White
Christian Conservative
Republican and do you want to
know who his baby FOX news
serves… If you guessed White
Christian Conservative
Republicans you’re right.
Therefore you can’t say he
doesn’t have that influence
because he obviously does. The
scariest part about that factoid
is that Rupert Murdoch is not
the only culprit with this kind of
a monopoly in an industry. This
happens is every industry.
Therefore, there is obviously
something up.
Personally, I feel really strongly
about this and not just for me,
for everyone. This is a really big
problem that almost everyone
has to have picked up on in
some way or another. If you
haven’t fair enough, I hope I’ve
enlightened you somewhat now,
you know something has to
change and the best place to
start is by educating yourself on
the topic and then working from
there.

littered with gum leading to the problem
of chewing gum stuck to your shoes.
Once gum is stuck to your shoe you are
faced with the seemingly impossible task
of removing this monstrosity. Jack Leacy
in JC2 reported “Yes I did get gum stuck
to my shoe and of course my reaction
was EWW. I had to get it off with a wall
paper scrapper.” So again the bin is best.
Although chewing gum is an enjoyable
treat it can also be a nuisance. Therefore,
before you dispose of your gum THINK.
This way we will be one step closer to
ending this sticky mess.

We practice in room 23 every Thursday at lunch time. So
far we have started two pieces. They are ‘Can you feel the
love tonight?’ from Disney’s ‘The Lion King’ and also ‘Loch
Lomond’. Everyone practices very hard and tries their
best! Our conductor is Ms. Creevey who is great at
choosing new pieces and sorting them all out. Also she
doesn’t really mind if we get a bit wrong. As long as we
try our best, she is happy! She tunes our instruments as
soon as we walk in and then we get started. I am very
happy there is an orchestra as I love music, I am so glad
other people like it too.

“Mistletoe," said Luna dreamily, pointing at a large clump of white berries placed almost over Harry's head. He
jumped out from under it. "Good thinking," said Luna seriously. "It's often infested with nargles.” J.K. Rowling, Harry
Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
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Winners of the Shading Art Competition

Overall Winner

2nd Place

3rd Place

Christmas At Ballycross

Christmas Night
Christmas has once again arrived,
With cheer and joy,
Stars and bells in full display,
All bringing in happy smiles.
Happiness and forgiveness in the air,
Santa and gifts, carols and Christmas trees,
Mesmerise us as the Christmas pies do.
Goodness and cheer is revived during the fest,
Christmas cakes and gladness fill up the entire
atmosphere.
House are lit, decorations all bright,
Light up the dark night.

Come and spend a family afternoon at Ballycross,
Mulled fruit punch, warm apple juice and delicious
crepes to wet your appetite.

What do you call people who are afraid of Santa?
Claustrophobic.
Why was Santa’s little helper depressed?
Because he had low elf esteem.
What do elves learn in school?
The Elf-abet.
What does Miley Cyrus have at Christmas?
Twerky!
What did the stamp say to the Christmas card?
Stick with me and we'll go places!

Photography Competition
The Title is Winter

What happened when the snowwoman
got angry at the snowman?
She gave him the cold shoulder.

Entries to The Bridge post-box
or email
thebridge2014@outlook.com

Why are Christmas trees like bad knitters?
They both drop needles!

Closing Date:
Friday 16th January 2015.

How did Mary and Joseph know that Jesus
was 7lb 6oz when he was born?
They had a weigh in a manger!
8
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A Christmas Memory
Written By: Sean Cleary, Richard Fenlon,
Kellie Hogan, Connie Kavanagh, Michael
Keegan, Gavin Lacey, Selena Myles, Dean
O’Neill, Haley Power, Conor Scallan,
Naomi Wallace & Leanne Walsh O’Connor.
(Mrs. McKenna’s First Year Resource English class)
“Oh for God’s sake Ludar!!” Arthur Todd complained
when, for the fourth time that week, his old dog had
knocked over his wedding photograph. He slowly bent
down. Picking it up, his fingers brushed over his wife’s
face. “Deirdre.” Arthur whispered. She was the love of
his life. 6 months had passed and the cottage seemed
so big now that it was only himself & the dog.
Glancing out the window, Arthur noticed the
McGrath’s dragging in their Christmas tree.
He sat down in his old wingback chair sighing and
switched on the TV. The ads were filled with Christmas
cheer: twinkling lights, steaming turkeys & presents
galore. It all only deepened Arthur’s sadness. Flicking
off the TV, he took the dog’s lead from the back of the
press. “Come on Luds, let’s go for a stroll”, he smiled
weakly at the dog’s excitement.
All around, Arthur saw signs of Christmas. It was as
though he couldn’t escape this time of year. The
Cleary twins were well wrapped up in matching
Christmas jumpers & Santa hats. Every coffee shop he
passed seemed to have people enjoying steaming
creamy mugs of hot chocolate decorated with
marshmallows. As Arthur made his way home, he
noticed how bleak his own cottage was in comparison
to his neighbours.
Hanging up the dog’s leash, Arthur climbed up into
the attic & began his search for the Christmas
decorations. He recalled that they were stored in an
old trunk beside the narrow box containing the
Christmas tree. Having assembled it he began to hang
the baubles. Each one was a reminder of his deceased
wife. Reaching his hand into the trunk, one ornament
glistened more than the others. As he gently removed
it, he gazed at the silver surface. Noticing the
reflection of his gloomy appearance, Arthur looked
more closely. Another familiar face took shape beside
his own & he clearly smelled her favourite perfume.
As though she were there, he heard her voice: “Merry
Christmas darlin’, carry on our special traditions & I
will always be with you”. Her face slowly faded away
& Arthur felt his heart lift.
At that moment the doorbell rang. Opening the door,
the Cleary twins were standing on the doorstep with a
homemade Christmas pudding. “Hello Mr. Todd,
Mammy made this just for you. Would you like any
help with anything?”
“Actually, yes if it wouldn’t be much trouble – I could
do with a hand putting the lights on my tree!”
An hour passed & they reached the final task. The
Cleary twins held the ladder securely and Arthur
carefully placed the bright, shining star on top of the
Christmas tree. When Arthur came back down from
packing away the empty trunk, he noticed the twins
out the window shovelling coal into the bucket. As a
reward for their hard work he gave them tea & they
all enjoyed the Christmas pudding.
Draining the last few drops from his mug of tea,
Arthur parted the net curtains only to see a blanket of
snow had fallen. Suddenly, Ludar began to bark.
“Ding Dong!”, the doorbell rang. As he shuffled to the
door in his tartan slippers, he was greeted with the
cheerful sound of Christmas carols from the church
choir. “Merry Christmas Everyone”, they sang &
Arthur’s heart brightened as he finally felt the true
spirit of Christmas.
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True Beauty Project
In SPHE Class Zara McGuire, Sarah O’Brien, Shauna Boyne,
Hannah Clarke and Leah Cheung got together with Ms
McKenna and Ms FitzGerald to work on a project entitled
True Beauty. The girls were inspired by what they were
learning in SPHE (Social, Personal and Health Education)
and CSPE (Civic, Social and Political Education). The aim of
the project was twofold – to promote the true beauty of
girls without makeup and to raise money for Cancer
Research.
The students contacted the Irish Cancer Society and
arranged sponsorship cards and daffodils to be sent to the
school. Students were invited to take part by wearing no
makeup for a week. As a sign that a student was taking
part – they agreed to wear a daffodil for the week. Other
students participated by raising money and a total of €320
has been raised for the Irish Cancer Society. As part of the
True Beauty Week – the students also created a display for
the canteen to raise awareness of the pressure teenage
girls can be under to wear makeup and to raise
appreciation of their true beauty without it.
Why?
Why are there dead people in a graveyard?
Why do you have to go to school?
Why are you doing that?
Why do you ask so many questions?
Why do we have to learn pointless stuff?
Why won’t you play with me?
Why is this so boring?
Why? Why? Why?
Anonymous

Congratulations to
Grainne Bates JC1 Winner of the Road Safety Poster

9

Issue 3

The Bridge

15th December 2014

Christmas Well Being
Written By: Sháuna Breen LC2
In the movies, it's portrayed as a happy event where no one
could possibly be sad or lonely. But reality that's something
totally different. Christmas is a time where everyone’s problems
are either forgotten for those few hours or amplified. So if it's
the money or the loved ones who don't get to wine and dine
with us anymore, whether it's your family situation or a

combination of different things makes you feel
alone or sad. Just remember that as quickly as
Christmas comes, it ends. There is always
someone available to talk, so you’re not alone,
ever. No matter how much you feel alone, no
matter how much you think you’re alone, you are
not. So enjoy or tolerate Christmas but no matter
what you do don’t let it get you down, relax and
stay safe.

My Top 10 Unusual Christmas
Traditions!
Written By: Rory Cassidy JC1
With Christmas fast approaching,
we are all looking forward to
receiving gifts, getting two weeks
off, eating A lovely Christmas dinner
and spending time with our families.
Everybody on this planet celebrates
Christmas in different ways; Some
people don’t celebrate Christmas at
all!
I thought it would be interesting if I
could learn a little about some of
the more unusual Christmas
traditions worldwide, and share
them with you the reader! I have
selected my favourite 10 and here
they are!
10. Did You Know?
On Christmas Eve, in Norway all
brooms are hidden away in case evil
witches come and steal them!

9. Did You Know?
In Estonia, on Christmas Eve,
families head to the sauna together!
8. Did You Know?
In Greenland on Christmas day,
people eat raw whale skin served
with blubber!
7. Did You Know?
On Christmas day, Finnish people
head to a local graveyard to honour
their dead!
6. Did You Know
The South African Christmas feast is
not for the light hearted. On
Christmas day, locals enjoy deepfried caterpillar!
5. Did You Know?
Icelandic children leave a show on
their bedroom windowsills during
the twelve days of Christmas. Each
night, it’s filled with gifts or sweets
to enjoy in the morning!

The Ebola Virus
Written by Katie Daly LC1
What is Ebola?
Ebola virus disease (EVD), formerly known as Ebola
haemorrhagic fever, is a severe, often fatal illness in humans.
The virus is transmitted to people from wild animals and
spreads in the human population by human-to-human
transmission.
How is it transmitted?
Ebola then spreads by human-to-human transmission via
direct contact (through broken skin or mucous membranes)
with the blood, secretions, organs or other bodily fluids of
infected people and with surfaces and materials (e.g.
bedding, clothing) contaminated with these fluids.
Where did it come from?
Ebola virus disease (EVD) first appeared in 1976 in two
simultaneous outbreaks, one in Nzara, Sudan, and the other
in Yambuku, Democratic Republic of Congo. The latter
occurred in a village near the Ebola River, from which the
disease takes its name.
Am I at risk?
I highly doubt it. The majority of the countries with high
infection and mortality rates from the Ebola Virus are mainly
countries with weak Health Care systems are lacking human
and infrastructural resources, having only recently emerged
from long periods of conflict and instability. Currently there
are no cases of Ebola in Ireland.

4. Did You Know?
In Austria, children live in fear of
Krampus. Krampus is meant to hit
naughty children with branches and
not give them Christmas presents!
3. Did You Know?
In Caracas, the roads of Venezuela are
closed as residents head to Christmas
morning mass on their roller skates!
2. Did You Know?
In Japan, Japanese families eat at KFC™
on Christmas day!
And Finally……
1. Did You Know?
In Catalonia, `Caganer`
gets involved in the
nativity scenes- he is a
small figure of a pooing
man!
I hope you enjoyed these unusual
Christmas traditions.

Eddie Lenihan Story-telling Workshop Review
Written By: Laura Divilly JC1
Edmund Lenihan, also known as Eddie Lenihan, is an
Irish author, storyteller, lecturer and broadcaster.
He is one of the few practising seanchaithe
(storytellers) remaining in Ireland.
We had the pleasure of meeting Eddie Lenihan as
he came to our school on Tuesday 25th of
November and told all the 1st years many amazing
stories about different fairies and fair folk. His
stories are captivating and intriguing, no matter
what age you are. We all enjoyed ourselves
immensely, watching Eddie jump and frolicked
around the room, helping us to visualise his story.
Once Eddie starts talking you feel as if you have
been transported into a different dimension, seeing
the story unravel before your very eyes.
Never once did he stutter or stop, but continued
through the story, entertaining us all. But when he
finishes the story, he leaves you with a feeling
almost like you’ve just woken up
and had an amazing dream or
you’ve just watched a brilliant
movie that you didn’t want to
end.
Eddie Lenihan is an inspiration to
the Irish culture and a brilliant
seanchaí. It was an honour to
have Eddie come to our school
and share his creativity with us.

“Christmas... is not an external event at all, but a piece of one's home that one carries in one's heart”. Freya Stark
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Juice for your Life
Written By: Clara Rochford LC1
You and you alone are responsible for what you put into
your body. Your body needs live, active nourishment. I
don’t think we have been fully educated on the nutritional
value of fruit and vegetables. Our body isn’t nearly as
complicated as we think. It is actually logical when we are
suffering from pain and cramps, our body is trying to tell
us that a lot of the food we are eating isn’t suiting us.
Highly processed foods for example ready meals etc. are
throwing us off balance. This is where we can benefit from
green juicing to detoxify our system.
So what is juicing? It is extracting the juice from fruit and
vegetables and leaving behind the fibre. Although you do
need fibre in your diet and you have to have it in your
daily food intake it takes several hours of to digest and
ultimately has no nourishing value. Juicing cleanses and
detoxifies your system with the greatest of ease. Certain
vegetables and fruit are more effective than others for
individual organs of the body e.g. Lemon helps with
cleansing your kidneys and your skin can be affected by
the general health of your kidneys. Cucumber juice
promotes strength and growth of hair. Skin eruptions
(spots) have been helped by drinking cucumber and carrot
juice. ”How much juice can I drink? Just as much as one
can drink comfortably without forcing oneself”-N.W
Walker
You can juice just about everything. But you should use
more vegetables than fruit juice due to their low sugar
content. People try everything to look good including
Botox and make up. But no one actually changes what we
eat and drink. So all of you out there, whether you are
looking for hard nails, radiant skin, shiny hair or just a bit
of a glow the following juice recipe from the Juice Master
should do the trick.
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One for the skin
Juice: ¼ cucumber
¼ stick of celery
4 apples
Blend: ½ avocado
6 brazil nuts
Mix all together in your juicer!
The body requires fuel for exercise and recovery.
This recipe will meet all your exercising and body
building needs (and not an isotonic drink in sight)
Sports hydro Juice
Juice: ¼ cucumber
¼ stick celery
½ apple
1 slice lemon
Add ½ litre mineral water
Mix all together in your juicer!
“ Studies have shown that every illness known has
either been completely alleviated by drinking freshly
extracted raw fruit and vegetable juices or
dramatically reduced .There are stories of incredible
weight loss, hair changing back from grey to black,
stories of skin conditions clearing completely.”- Jason
Vale
So why not ask for a juicer this Christmas. They are
available in most hardware stores in Wexford (For
example Joyce’s) and make it your New Year’s
resolution to give your body everything it deserves.

French Teachers' Association Workshop
On Tuesday 24th November, 6 LC2 French
students took part in the French Teachers'
Association workshop which took place in
the Presentation College. The students who
participated were: Stephanie Murphy, Jodie
Codd, Soraya James, Pippa Kinneen, Emma
Freeney and Jessie Buttimer. Stephanie,
Jodie and Soraya's joint written effort won
them 3rd place. Well done girls!
Poetry Workshop Review
Written By: Melissa Clegg Hogan JC2
All second year students took part in a
poetry workshop with poet Stephen Murray
for English. It was a two hour workshop,
which began with Stephen reciting one of
his own poems to us. This poem was about
a girl he had met and was very funny. He
then gave us various topics about to lead us
towards writing our own poem. He showed
us a spoken poem on video by Shane
Kayazan called ‘To This Day’. Following this
we began to write our own poems.
Everyone in the year enjoyed it and had a
good try at writing their own poem. The
poems we wrote can be read at
inspirelan.ie/Bridgetown-communitycollege-wexford.

Pippa Kinneen, Soraya James,
Jodie Codd, Emma Freeney, Jessie Buttimer
and Stephanie Murphy

Lollapalooza - “an extraordinary thing, person or
event”.
Discombobulate - “to confuse or upset”.
Pandiculation - “stretching or yawning
before going to be or after waking up.

“Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before! What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store.
What if Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit more!” Dr. Seuss, How the Grinch Stole Christmas!
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Game Review: Destiny
Written By: Cormac Doyle JC2
Developer: Bungie
Genre: Sci-Fi FPS
Available Platforms: Xbox One, Xbox 360, Playstation 3,
Playstation 4
Destiny is a massively multiplayer
online (MMO) firstperson shooter set in the 28th Century, where years ago a
mysterious floating sphere, known as the traveller,
appeared in our solar system. The Traveller shared its
technology and vast knowledge with the local humans,
ushering in the Golden Age. Though this age would not last
forever, and soon came the great Collapse. An evil force
called the Darkness, an ancient adversary of the Traveller,
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began wiping out all humans on Earth and its newly
settled planets. The last pockets of humankind
retreated to Earth, where the Traveller made its last
stand sacrificing itself for the last humans. Now they
live in the only safe place on Earth, the City, under
the shadow of the dark, dormant Traveller. You wake
up after being resurrected by a
Ghost, a race of small floating
AI, in the ruins of Old Russia. As
a newly forged Guardian, you
take on dangerous enemies to
retake the galaxy in the name of
humankind. The tower, the
remaining guardians sanctuary
where they fight off the
darkness, but they need your
help!

Get Lost in a Good Book!
Written By: Ben Nagle JC1
From as early as the Stone Age, humans have been creating
permanent records on stones, wood, clay tablets,
scrolls and books. Books (scrolls) originated from the 1st Century BC from Ancient Rome and Greece. This early long
rolling scroll was not easy to use. By the middle ages the Codex had replaced the scroll- this new format made it
easier to pin-point particular passages of text. Readingthwas an important part of life for the monks. They copied and
wrote manuscripts which held religious text. By the 12 century the bookth began to change. A demand for specialist
text (law, history and novels) began. Libraries began to emerge in the 15 century, where books could be collected
and stored. Johannes Gutenberg invented the printing press in 1440 taking the book into the industrial world.
Books have come a long way from stones and scrolls but they are still in high use today. Look around the library or
iBook store and see for yourself the amount of books available! From thrillers to romance, fiction to non-fiction we
really are spoilt for choice. Some may say we have movies now, and yes I do agree they are great. But really is there
anything compared to sitting down and getting lost in a good book??
So why not visit the library. We have such great facilities in Wexford Library. So why not use it! After all it is free and
easy to use once you have you library card. Whether it’s books for research, fun or knowledge the library is the
place to go!
Tech for Christmas
Written By: Dylan Cleary LC2
*all prices are taken from amazon.co.uk and are subject to
change*
Christmas is the season of giving and at this time of year,
it’s always nice to treat yourself or perhaps your loved
ones, Maybe you're in the mood for a new piece of tech,
maybe a phone or a new tablet and maybe you don’t have
the funds for a new iPhone or Galaxy Tab. Here’s a list of
my highest rated, relatively cheap tech for Christmas.

1. Moto G (2nd Gen): At this moment in time, the Moto G
is the best bang for your buck mobile phone on the market.
This phone was so successful at killing off many of its big
competitors last year that they revised it, bringing out a
second generation version complete with 4G. The phone
itself is almost as good as your friend’s top notch android
phone. One drawback however is the speed of the phone
which is more than likely caused by a cutback during the
manufacturing process (to have the phone come in at such
an attractive price) However in my opinion the only real
downside to the phone is its lack of expandable memory
(memory card slot). This is a must have! Prices start at
£140.

2. Nvidia Shield Tablet: Originally developed as a gaming

tablet, one of the first of its kind. This tablet is easily proven
to be one of the top tablets on the market. The tablet itself
doesn’t look much. But it betters its competition in small
ways that make a big difference. If you are a gamer, or
maybe you just want a new media device; this is the perfect
tablet for you starting at £240.

3. Chromecast: this little beauty came out of

nowhere this year and has revolutionised TV as we
know it. This is a google product that can turn your
average run of the mill TV into a smart TV. When in
use, you can stream almost anything straight from
your phone, tablet or computer straight to your TV
using this device. This £30 piece of tech has changed
the game as far as TV goes and is a must have at this
price.

4. Moto 360: Wearable tech is on the rise at the

moment but it is still nothing special. This is my pick
of the bunch, coming in at $250 straight from the
Motorola Store. It just does the job it does what a
smart watch should do! it looks like what a smart
watch should look like and and just works. I
wouldn’t recommend rushing out to get one. I
personally am going to wait for the revision; but
they are definitely worth a bit of a closer look.
ATH-M30X: If you like high-quality, studio-esque
music but can’t stretch to a pair of “sennheiser”
headphones, then these are the ones for you. These
are the younger brothers in the not so well-known
Audio Technica range. They run rings around the
more widely known “Beats”, coming in at a bargain
price of £50. Their big
brothers, the “ATHM50X” headphones,
come in at £120 which is
in comparison to the
high-end “Beats”
headphones is a steal.

“I'm dreaming of a white Christmas, Just like the ones I used to know. Where the treetops glisten and children listen,
To hear sleigh bells in the snow”. White Christmas
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X Factor: Will Simon Cowell have Cheryl Fernandez-Versini back on the judging panel in 2015?
Written By: Niamh Murphy LC1
X Factor judges Simon Cowell and Cheryl Fernandez-Versini, were
seemingly at each other’s throats again this weekend. But will the singer
return to the judging panel in 2015?
The two returning judges have been going back and forth all series. On
Saturday night, Cheryl even swapped seats with Louis Walsh to get away
from Simon as they argued over each other's acts. Earlier on in the
evening, Cheryl had hit out at Simon's act, Jay James, for his version of
Adele's Skyfall.
"The production saved you tonight," Cheryl, 31, told the former Navy man.
"If you're going to sing a song by Adele, you need more suave and passion
in your performance. I didn't feel that at all. Sorry."
Simon, 55, was quick to defend his act and replied: "Just to remind you sweetie, this is a singing competition, not an
acting competition."
"Fine, but don't you ever criticise any of my acts in the future," said Cheryl, clearly infuriated by his words. "Now,
talk to your act."
As Cheryl moved seats, the music mogul then tweeted a picture of himself beside Louis Walsh and said: "And
strangely I'm loving the new judge line up! "
At the weekend, Cheryl posted her views on Instagram. She wrote: "Yes... Was one of those nights. You can't tell
other judges acts they didn't perform a song as well as they could or should have. Then when somebody remotely
has an opinion on Simon's act, he responds with "it's not an acting completion" Don't give it if you can't take it!
Right."
On Sunday's show a glamorous Cheryl was again sitting next to Simon but not everything was sweet between the
two. Host Dermot O'Leary even apologised to viewers after a war of words between the judges. He said: "Wow,
somebody woke up on the wrong side of bed this morning." "I'm sorry you had to watch them argue like that. It's
like watching my mum and dad argue."
Beat the Cyber Bullies
Written By: Ellen Fletcher McHugh JC2
On November 3rd, the Beat Fleet came into our school to talk to the second years about cyber safety. This included
getting a fun and interactive talk about staying safe online as well as engaging challenges. In the lecture we learned
about the difference between “banter” and cyber bullying. We also found out how careful you have to be when
posting something online we discovered if you put something up on the internet it will always be there. Cormac
Doyle in Jc2 thought it was “entertaining and informative” and “found the presenters very relatable” Anna
Richardson said,
“I learned I could speak to people if I was bullied and that if my friends were bullied I could talk to them about it.”
Laura Clarke stated “It was very enjoyable and I’m sure other years would benefit from seeing this.” All people I
asked thoroughly enjoyed this experience and found it very helpful. If you need any more information on cyber
bullying please visit www.spunout.ie or talk to someone you trust. I would like to thank everyone who organised
this event and all the staff who helped out on the day. It was very enjoyable and a great way to learn more about
staying safe online.

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
Written By: Rebecca Egan LC2
From the pages of comic books, several movies and three
different television series, 'Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles'
has been re-made...again. The four vigilante turtles
(Leonardo, Raphael, Donatello and Michelangelo) named
after various Renaissance painters, along with their Sensei
emerge from the shadows when the city is threatened by
Shredder and 'The Foot Clan'. Curious journalist, April O'
Neil (Megan Fox), seeks the truth behind recent events,
unbeknownst to her she was already involved thanks to an
accident that happened years prior.
The CGI and facial animation are amazing, making some
action scenes pretty epic. This film provides nostalgia from
when I was younger. I couldn't help but be critical about
certain parts and compare it to the original. These mostly
arising from the physical appearance of the turtles and
Shredder as well as the unbelievably clichéd fight scenes.

Even if the movie was a cliché I still found some parts
quite hilarious.
This movie is rated 12A. I'd recommend it for people
who enjoy martial arts/superhero movies and who
are lovers of turtles.

“I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year”. Charles Dickens
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Happy Birthday
Happy Birthday
Rachel Boxwell

18th December
Happy Birthday
Laura Bates
Love from
Kellie and
Cara

Happy Birthday
Keara
from Lina! x

Happy Birthday
Gearoid Walsh,
Warren Bolger
and David Kent
and Adam McGee

16th December
Happy Birthday
Megan Murphy
Love From
Claudia Hamilton
xoxo

Happy
Birthday
Linabina

Happy Birthday
Aoife Goldsmith
from Chloe
Christmas Time
When you see sparkling lights
of green, red, gold and white
you will know it’s Christmas time
and hear the Christmas bells chime,
When from the skies snow falls down
a white blanket will cover the town
you will know it’s Christmas time,
when the children sing carols aloud
right before a welcoming crowd
you will know it’s Christmas time
and see delicacies covered with thyme,
When you see people giving the needy
and have really stopped being greedy
you will realize that when it’s Christmas time
giving others is what’s prime.

Achievements

Conor Cassidy achieved 99% in his maths test (Ms.Bates)
Shannon Walsh attained 100% in her maths test (Ms. Bates)
Rory Cassidy did really well in his Irish test (Ms. Kelly)
Dearbhail Cassidy got 95% in her exam (Ms. McDermott)
Maria Cole attained 92% in her science test (Ms. Cole)
Ms. Browne would like to say well done on such brilliant results.
Keep up the good work!

ay
Happy Birthd
Luke Furlong
Love
E

Happy Birthday
Oisin
love
Shauna!

day
Happy Birthmes
Soraya Ja from
e
Lots of lovre
x
áuna B en
Sh

WANTED
Writers, photographers, reporters,
cartoonists, artists.
If you would like to be part of
The Bridge Team, contact Ms. Toomey
or email: thebridge2014@outlook.com

Bridgetown Vocational College presents

Christmas Variety Show
Wednesday 17th December
at 7.30pm in the School Gym
Adults €8/ Students and OAP’s €5

Guess the Teacher ????
Gender:
Male
Hair Colour:
Dark Brown
Age Range:
30-40
Height:
6 ft 2 inches
Do you wear glasses?
No
How many subjects do you teach? 13
Closing Date:
Wednesday 17th December.
(Answers into The Bridge post box)

Megan Scallan and Emma Cousins made the Under16 County
Football Team
Sophie Tierney is on the Irish National Team for Boxing. Well done!
“Christmas isn't a season. It's a feeling”. Edna Ferber
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Handball Report
Written By: Cian Cassidy JC1
Over the past few weeks Bridgetown
Handball Club have been playing there
John Ryan tournament. We have seen
some very good games but I am only
going to talk about two. In the first game
we had Shane Murphy LC1 V Séan
Wickham LC1. Shane started this one well
and was always in the driving seat. To be
fair to Séan he put it up to Shane right to
the end but Shane came out on top 21 –
2. In the second game Shane again got off
to a better start but Séan came back
towards the end but Shane held on to win
21 – 7. So all in all that was quite a good
game I would just like to say hard luck to
Séan who is now out of the tournament
and well done to Shane who slowly is

beginning to makes his way up the
ladder in the club and now looks
like one of the top young players in
the club.
We also had another great game
when Ciarán Busher LC1 took on
Wille Murray JC3. Wille started the
better but Ciarán came back in a
game that saw quite a lot of rallies
but Wille just held on 21 – 12. Then
came the twist in this Ciarán
seemed to slip a little and hurt his
keen. During the brake in play
Ciarán had to forfeit the game. This
was desperate considering he was
playing so well at the time. This
meant that Wille got the game. I
would like to say hard luck and

Boys U14 Football Bridgetown v New Ross
Written By: Cian Cassidy JC1
From the second the referee blew his whistle it was
clear that we were in for a game that was going to be
anything but entertaining. Mr Fitzgerald’s men started
the better of the two sides. Kyle Kennedy got the ball
rolling with a point inside the opening two minutes. But
New Ross were under awful lot pressure right from the
start. Kennedy was quick to add to his opening point
with a well taken goal. Towards the end of the half Jack
Doyle added a well taken point. This really wrapped up
the scoring in the opening half. So, the Bridgetown men
were 1-11 – 0-0 up at the break.
The second half was more of a game, although,
Bridgetown were wasteful in front of goal. They would
have been further ahead had they gone for points
instead of trying to find the back of net.
The second half got under way with New Ross struggling
to do the simple things right. The first notable score of
Basketball in the Bridge
Written By: Sam Boxwell JC3
U16 Girls: After comfortably qualifying from the County
league, our U16 girls headed up the country to Ballon,
Co. Carlow to play their Leinster Quarter Final. They put
in a huge performance but unfortunately it was not to
be, as the home team came out comfortable winners on
a score line of 40 – 18.
Bridgetown started well, and after a tense first quarter
it was all level at 6 points each. Bridgetown’s shooting
let them down in the second quarter giving an on form
Ballon team the chance to pull away. In the second half
of the game, Bridgetown showed great determination
but were out played by a stronger, Ballon team. It was a
Under 19 Girls Basketball
Huge congratulations to the Under 19 Girl’s
Basketball team who won the South East
Regional Plate Final against Presentation
Ballyingarry, Co. Tipperary 22-20. The final was
held in WIT on December 9th. The team
included: Michaela Naughton, Donna Walsh,
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wish Ciarán a speedy recovery I
am sure we will see him back in
the ally in no time. Finally well
done to Wille who like Shane
seems to be climbing right to the
top of the juvenile ranks in our
club.
So Wille and Shane will have
tough opposition in their semifinals. But I am sure the lads will
be able to handle whatever is but
in front of them because as I said
they seem to be right at the top of
our club. We now have our semi –
finals and of course our final I am
sure those will be two cracking
games. Finally good luck to the
lads left in this tournament.

the half came from the boot of Aaron Hanley. For a period
the teams were playing more soccer than football. Kyle
Kennedy added two more goals in quick succession. Then
Hanley added another point for the home side. But the
away side weren't giving up that easily. After their keeper
went on a run down the field, he was challenged and
Bridgetown had the ball back only to give it straight back
to their opponents who finished the ball into the back of
the net. That was the last notable piece of play in the
game. Final score here Bridgetown 3-13 – New Ross 1-0.
I spoke to Kyle Kennedy after the game ‘’It was an easy
game New Ross did not play well. I hope we will have a
better game the next day”. Said Kennedy.
One player that really stood out in this game was Kyle
Kenned. He was playing quite a key role in the centre of
the field. Also well done to a New Ross side that fought
right to the end, but well done to our lads. Every one of
them from 1-15 played really well. I am sure we will see a
lot more from this team in the near future.
great team performance, with all students playing
exceptionally well. Our Bridgetown team showed great
commitment and dedication throughout the league
prevailing in all previous matches, never the less it was a
great achievement to get so far in the competition. Our
team was made up of Clara Rochford, Chloe Bates,
Megan Scallan, Chiara Morgan, Rebecca Burke, Rachel
Boxwell, Abbie Jones, Rebecca Foley, Imogen Fanning and
Anna-Mai Stafford.
In other basketball news, our U19 Girls got their Leinster
Shield campaign underway by comfortably defeating
Tramore on a score line of 46 – 18. Well done to all the
team for a great performance and we would like to wish
them Good Luck in the final stages of the competition.

Elsa Dunlop Doyle, Clara Rochford,
Chloe Bates, Chiara Morgan,
Rebecca Burke, Megan Scallan and
Sophie Tierney
Thanks to all the supporters for
travelling to the match.

“Snow is fallin, all around me, Children playing, having fun. It's the season, love and understanding,
Merry Christmas everyone”. Shakin Stevens
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The Bridge

Bridgetown Handball Club John Ryan Competition
Written By: Cian Cassidy (JC1)
Tonight the last of the John Ryan Competition semi-finals took
place (and by the time you read this the final will have been
played). But this game was quite a spectacle with Shane Murphy
LC1 playing Ciarán Busher LC1. There were some excellent shots
in this game.
In the opening game, Ciarán stared the better. But Shane came
back in the middle with some great shots. In the end, Ciarán
went on to win 21 -13.

Bridgetown Boys off to Dundalk
Written By: Jack Doyle JC1
Conor Cassidy and I are off to the AllIreland Cross Country Championships
on the 23rd of November. We both run
with Kilmore AC. We train Mondays,
Thursdays and Sundays. Our journey to
the All-Irelands started at the County
Even Ages on the 5th of October. To
qualify for the Leinsters, we had to
come in the top ten. I finished fifth and
Conor finished seventeenth. With my
high-placed position I made the county
team and qualified for the Leinsters
whereas Conor got a lifeline. Our trainer
entered a Kilmore team featuring
Conor's brother Rory. On the 26th of
October we set off for Avondale in
Wicklow. The one hour drive up felt as
though it was seven or eight hours.

15th December 2014
The second game was much like the first.
Although Ciarán was allowed to go to 19 points
before Shane started to close the gap.
Unfortunately for him it was too little late and
Ciarán went on to win 21-13.
So well done to Ciarán and hard to luck Shane.
Ciarán is now through to the final. He will be up
against a player, who I think has come on a lot
this year, Willie Murray. So good luck to both of
the lads in the final.

When we finally got there we were
overwhelmed by the amount of
people there. When the first race set
off, we couldn't believe how good
the athletes were and this was only
under-eights. We waited about an
hour and a half for our race to start.
As the race drew nearer the nerves
grew worse. We watched as our club
mate, Regina Rochford ran her race.
Then we were called to the line. We
stepped up to the line. SET...... GO!
The race started and all our nerves
were released as we took off with a
sprint. As the race started to gain a
more moderate pace, we both found
ourselves in the middle pack (a
position we were both happy to be
in). As we got into the last kilometre
I found myself in the same position
but Conor had gone back a few

U15 and U19 Soccer v Gorey
Written By: Cian Cassidy (JC1)
I shall start with the under 15 game. This was quite a
good game. I hate saying this, but the refereeing was poor
for most of the game. I won’t say any more about that as
these things can be quite controversial. And the pitch
wasn’t the best.
Now to the game. Both teams started well. Gorey had the
opening shot that just went over the cross-bar. Bridgetown’s opening shot came from the boot of Kyle Kennedy
and it went just wide. Gorey then won a corner which just
hit the post. Kennedy hit two more good shots, both just
going wide and Sammy Delaney’s cross was also just wide
which wrapped up the scoring chances in the opening
half. The sides went in at the break 0-0.
The second half was interesting again with the referee
having a big part to play in this. In the early stages of the
second half, Dylan O’Brien got booked. Kennedy then got
his moment. He finished the ball from the edge of the box
into the back of the net. The only way I can describe this
is that it was an absolute wonder strike. 1-0 to Bridgetown. Luke Hunt was replaced by Michael Honey. Kennedy then hits a well-saved free. The home-side got a penalty when Eoin Goff was tackled from behind. This was
highly controversial. Because he was tackled from behind.
Anyway, the home side seized the opportunity finished to
the net from the spot. Which was the last good chance of
the game. Final score here in Gorey Bridgetown 1 – 0
Gorey.
We really we should have won this game. These lads are
having a brilliant season. Kennedy and O’Brien stood out.
While Dean Corish was Bridgetown’s unmentioned hero.
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positions. As we finished we were
delighted to finally finish and
catch our breath after a fast 3
kilometres. We weren't exactly
sure where we finished. So when
we got home we checked the
results and discovered Conor
came 88th and I came 57th out of
103. We didn't find out until the
Thursday after the race that we
had qualified for the All-Ireland's.
When we found out we were
both unsure about what to make
of it but now, in the week,
leading up to the race, we are
excited and very nervous. Our
training has been at a high-level
but this week is a week of rest.
Training is just a lot of jogging for
about 30-40 minutes. Our aim
this week is to do our club,
county and school proud.

He stood out as he seemed to make all these scoring
chances.
I spoke to Dylan O’Brien, Kyle Kennedy and Andy
Kennedy after the game this is what they had to say.
Dylan said “The game was very tough. We should
have won. The referee made a poor decision and
they scored the penalty”. Andy said “I thought the
goal was brilliant and we didn't have enough energy
to score a winner”. Kyle said “The game was tough.
We should have won it but the referee was on their
side”. Finally I want to say hard luck to the lads and
thanks Kyle, Andy and Dylan for their contribution to
this report.
Moving on to the under 19 game, there was very
little to report on here. Once again the referee is the
centre of attention. We would have drew with them
if it wasn't for just one decision.
In the opening few minutes, Gorey get a penalty
after Roy Nunn was fouled inside the box. Then to
make it worse, he got booked for as far as I am concerned absolutely nothing. Gorey seized the opportunity and finished it in the back of the net. Which
was it really for the first half. In the second half,
there was go play but not many shots on target.
Right through the second half, Bridgetown did play
the better but they just couldn't find a winner. Final
score here Gorey 1-0 Bridgetown.
Over all, I think I saw two very good games. The under 15 team are still going strong. Unfortunately the
under 19 team have bowed out of their competition
now. Hard luck to them and best of luck to under 15
team for the rest of season.

