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“This is Halloween” 

Written By: Conor Doyle LC1 

Halloween. To you it’s just the day to carve a face into the 
pumpkin and eat so much that you can barely walk. But 
what is it really? Why do we really celebrate this holiday? 
Well according to many historians, Halloween is a 
Christianised feast influenced by the Celtic harvest festivals 
of our distant past. They say that it started with possible 
pagan roots, particularly in relation to the Gaelic Samhain 
festival. Other historians say that it has nothing to do with 
paganism at all but that it solely arose from Christian roots. 
Either way, the old traditions of the old world Halloween 
masses and lighting candles on the graves of loved ones 

have long been replaced by the much more jovial 
ones of the new. But some, though few places do 
gladly carry on the olden traditions of attending mass, 
graveyard ceremonies and even abstaining from 
meat, the new world continues 
with their dressing-up, trick or 
treating, prank pulling and of 
course pumpkin carving. Maybe 
we will, one day, find the true 
roots of Halloween, maybe we 
won’t. But either way, it will be 
enjoyed by billions around the 
globe. 

Hello New Building! 

Written By: Ellen Fletcher-McHugh JC2 

You would have either seen or heard the building site situated beside the gym. This building is going to be a 
fantastic ASD unit. It is specially designed for students on the autistic spectrum. It is due to be finished by 
Christmas. They will have three classrooms with up to six students in each class. There will be a sensory garden as 
part of the building. In a sensory garden the plants and features appeal to the senses. Jessica Horan JC2 told our 
news team that…“it’s nice but it’s taking too long.” With the building work coming to an end, the lessons can 
continue undisrupted and the ASD unit can settle into this wonderful new building. I hope the new facilities will be 
a great success as after the loss of the prefabs they need a place to work and they deserve an enjoyable 
environment to do so in. 

Here goes 1st year….. 

Written By: Rory Cassidy JC1 

I started Bridgetown Vocational 
College on Tuesday 26th of August 
2014. There is a massive difference 
between primary and secondary 
school and I think nearly every single 
first year student knew the first few 
years were going to be both exciting 
and challenging - no more sitting in 
one class for the whole year, no more 
having the same teacher for the year 
and new lockers, books, teachers, 
subjects, classes, surroundings and 
responsibilities awaited us in our new 
school. Anyway, this is my recount of 
my first day in Bridgetown Vocational 
College! 
Hands trembling I entered the 
canteen. There were so many people 

there it took quite a while for 
me to find my mates. Then all 
of a sudden I felt relaxed, 
probably because I was in my 
friends company! Gone were 
the nerves that bothered me 
the previous night and now I 
felt at ease! 
From there the day went by 
extremely quickly. I went to my 
class tutor Mr. Fitzgerald’s 
room where we talked about 
the rules and got more 
information on our new 
school, where most of us will 
spend the next five years. 
After all this to finish off what 
was a very enjoyable day we 
got Meitheal time with our 
Meitheal leaders where we 
played games and got a guided 
tour of the school, which was 

great. 
Now that I've been in Bridgetown 
Vocational College for just over a week (at 
the time of writing my article) I'm delighted 
I’ll spend the next five years here. 

Back Row: Sinead Bennett, Liam 
O’Flaherty, Eleanor Clayton, Garry Duggan, 
Laura Bates & Richard Fenlon. 
 

Front Row: Rebecca McMahon, 
Jack Sinnott, Keara Furlong & 
Aidan Sheil. 

HAPPY HALLOWEEN 
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For the Cupcakes 

185g plain flour 

220g caster sugar 

50g cocoa powder 

3/4 teaspoon baking powder 

250ml buttermilk 

1 egg, lightly beaten 

80ml sunflower oil 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

Black ready-made icing 

For the Icing: 

100g unsalted butter, softened 

60ml milk 

A few drops of orange food colouring 

480g icing sugar (sifted) 

Halloween Cupcakes 

Song of the Witches - Shakespeare (Macbeth) 
Double, double toil and trouble; 
Fire burn and caldron bubble. 
Fillet of a fenny snake, 
In the caldron boil and bake; 
Eye of newt and toe of frog, 
Wool of bat and tongue of dog, 
Adder's fork and bling-worms sting, 
Lizard's leg and howlet's wing, 
For a charm of powerful trouble, 
Like a hell-broth boil and bubble. 
Double, double toil and trouble; 
Fire burn and caldron bubble. 

Method 

1  Preheat oven to 180°C and line 10 holes of a muffin pan. 

2  Sift the flour, sugar, cocoa, baking powder and 1/2 teaspoon of salt in a 
bowl. 

3  Whisk buttermilk, egg, oil and vanilla in a separate bowl. Use a spatula 
to fold into dry ingredients until well combined. 

4  Spoon batter into muffin cases. Bake for 25 minutes until a skewer 
inserted in the centre comes out clean. Cool slightly, then transfer to a 
rack to cool completely. 

5  Meanwhile, for the icing, beat the sugar, butter and milk in a processor 
or electric mixer until soft. Add the food colouring a few drops at a time 
until you reach the desired colour. 

6  Roll out the black icing on a sheet of baking paper and use a small cutter 
to make decorative shapes. 

7  Spread orange icing over cakes, then decorate with icing shapes. 

LCA1s go to Shielbaggan 

On the 17th of September the LCA1s travelled to Shielbaggan Outdoor 
Education Centre, where we did a number of activities including coasting, 
archery and caving. We arrived at the centre and we were introduced to the 
instructors; Paul, Eiméar and Joe. We were supplied with wetsuits, helmets and 
buoys. We all got back onto the bus to go to the cliffs in Slade. We arrived at the 

I don’t know what to do – I 
think this guy likes me but I 
can’t be sure.  We have been 
friends for a long time and we 
really get on well. I really enjoy 
his company and I kind of think 
I like him as more than a 
friend…..but what if I am 
wrong?? What if he just likes 
me as a friend and I ruin 
everything????? 

Dear Student, 
If you are good friends with him 
I wouldn’t risk losing that 
friendship, but if you feel you 
can’t hold out any longer, it 
might be good to say it to him. 
If you have mixed signals from 
him it might be a good idea to 
confront him about it.  
Maybe when you feel the time 
is right to tell him then do, but 
if you stay friends for now, in 
the future it could work out 
and you two could become 
more than friends. 

pier and they 
showed us all 
the safety signs 
to do if we 
found ourselves 
in trouble. 
Tyrone O’Reilly 
said that all 
students 
enjoyed 
“jumping off the 
cliffs” and that it 
was his favourite 
activity of the 
day. Leah also 
found the caving 
to be very 
exciting. Very 
special thanks to 
Ms. Manning for 
bringing us. 

Samhainophobia is the fear of Halloween 
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LGBT rights in the high-tech 
industry. The award went to 
Google's marketing chief 
Arjan Dijk. These people are 
an example that young 
people can do anything if 
they believe it and put their 
mind to it, in this case, 
promoting LGBT rights. 

Promoting LGBT rights is just 
as important as the next 
news story, starting at a small scale within this 
school and community is just as important as the 
national tolerance of LGBT. It's the little things that 
matter. Avoid using anti-gay slurs, although you may 
not realise it, you could be offending the people 
around you. If a friend or family member comes out 
to you, be there for them. Don't leave them. They're 
trying to figure it all out themselves and it most 
likely took a lot of courage to tell you. Although it 
would differ from person to person, depending on 
their situation. If your friend tells you that they're 
gay/lesbian/bisexual or the lesser known pansexual 
(the attraction to any sex or gender identity) this 
does not mean that they are automatically attracted 
to you (don't flatter yourself). And lastly, just be 
there for each other, even if it's just a friend to talk 
to, that could be all a person needs. If you are part 
of the LGBT don't be afraid, embrace it and be who 
you are. 

I understand that this article is slightly biased as I am 
all for LGBT rights, but honestly, it needed to be 
said. I often hear offensive things being shouted 
around a classroom or a hallway, people need to 
think before they say things that could potentially 
offend someone.  

If you need support contact one of the numbers 
below: 

Gay and Lesbian switchboard - (01) 8721055 

L.G.B.T. Helpline - 1890 929 539  

Support for parents of LGBT. 

LOOK - 087 253 7699 

LGBT 

Written By: Rebecca Egan LC1 

In recent years the attitude in Ireland towards 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
people has improved greatly. But this doesn't mean that the 
discrimination has stopped and hate crimes against the LGBT 
community still occur unfortunately.  

The transgender community in particular are seeking hate 
crime laws. There have been thirty two reported hate 
incidents in the past year, 15 of these were designated hate 
crimes. The report also found that some respondents had 
been fired from their jobs. Things like this shouldn't be 
happening in today's society and should be taken very 
seriously. 

People who have had reconstructive surgery to change 
gender, are not allowed to legally change their gender. 
Hence their passport and other identification will still state 
the gender they were born. Civil partnerships have been legal 
in Ireland since 2011. 

Young people today ought to be presented with the right 
information about this subject. Non-factual information is 
easy to come across, whether it is what a person of the LGBT 
does or how they act. We need to put a stop to it! 

People need to understand that a gay person deserves all the 
rights a straight person has. It helps that there are those in 
society that the youth of the LGBT community can look up to. 

Tyler Oakley, aged 25, is an internet personality and he 
helped raise over $500,000 for 'The Trevor Project', an 
American based organisation. They focus on suicide 
prevention efforts among the LGBT youth, if needed.  

Troye Sivan, aged 19, is a singer/actor/internet personality 
and his videos, his coming out video in particular helped a lot 
of people who were lost or confused.  

And lastly, but no less important, Hannah Hart, aged 27, is an 
author/internet personality. She's openly gay and a role 
model to many that they should embrace who they are. The 
thing these three have in common is that they are all 
considerably popular bloggers on YouTube. 

In September 2014 Tyler and Hannah teamed up to present 
the first Ric Weiland award to honour those who promote 

Ploughing Championships 2014 

Written By: Aoife Goldsmith LC1 

On the 24th of September, some LC1 students from 
Bridgetown took an eventful trip up to the National 
Ploughing Championships in Ratheniska, Co.Laois. It was 
a very enjoyable day for all, thanks to our teachers Mr. 
Codd and Ms. Ní Chárthaigh.  

It started with an exciting bus journey up to Laois. From 
there, most people went their separate ways to visit the 
different stalls, visit the carnival, watch the hunt chasing 
and even the ploughing! Many students returned with 
new hurls signed by various different GAA stars, such as 
Joe Canning and Conor McDonald. Some people even 
ventured to sample free food from stalls like Aldi or 
Supervalu, others got free gifts like pencils or wrist 
bands. On the route home, we stopped for food in 
Bunclody, which was kindly paid for by our generous 

1st Year Homework Club 

Written By: Rory Cassidy JC1 

I would personally recommend that all JC1 students take part in the lunchtime 
homework club. It takes place in the library with Ms. Browne and the Meitheal 
Leaders. It is a time dedicated to homework and discussing matters with the Meitheal 
Leaders. Every week there is a special treat and with the colder weather setting in, this 
promises to be a lovely cup of HOT CHOCOLATE! The club runs at lunchtime every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. And remember to bring your lunch!!! 

teachers. Then we finally headed home after the long, 
adventurous day. All in all, everybody enjoyed their trip 
to the 2014 Ploughing Championships. 
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“Raise your words, not your voice. It is rain that grows flowers, not thunder". Rumi  

Darlene Goin, Sally-May Jones, Áine O'Brien,  
Sháuna Breen and Abby Cullen.   

          We look forward to planning an 
  unforgettable night! 

Grad Committee 

Student Survey Results 
Socks: 

Fluffy 60% / Non Fluffy 40% 
 

Cereal: 

Rice Krispies 56% / Weetabix 44% 
 

Siblings: 

Love 67% / Hate 33% 
 

Facebook: 

Love 85% / Hate 15% 
 

Slushies: 

Blue 74% / Green 26% 
 

Gravy: 

Yes 83% / No 17 % 

Enter the Competition 

How many pumpkins are 
in this issue of The Bridge? 
Answers and your name and tutor 

group into The Bridge post-box 
outside the office. 

Closing Date: 
Wednesday 22nd October. 

Judges decision is final. 

Sesquipedalian - Ses|qui|ped|alian - using many long words, long winded. 

Ostentatious - os|ten|ta|tious - designed to impress. 

Pantagruelian - panta|gruel|ian – enormous. 

Why don’t angry witches ride their brooms? 
They’re afraid of flying off the handle. 
 
What do skeletons say before they begin to eat? 
Bone Appetit! 
 
Who did Frankenstein take to the Prom? 
His ghoul friend. 
 
What do baby ghosts wear on their feet? 
Boo-ties. 
 
Why didn’t Dracula have any friends? 
Because he was a pain in the neck. 
 
Why did the dog lie beside the fire? 
Because he wanted to be a hotdog. 
 
What did the older chimney say to the younger chimney? 
“You’re too young to be smoking”. 

 

Front Row: Erik Molyneux (JC1), Lauren 
Divilly (JC1), Lina Tiernan (JC2) and Ryan 
Lacey (JC2). 
Back Row: Rees Broaders (JC3), Liam 
Delaney (LC1), Grainne Shirley (LC1), Jack 
Murphy (LC2) and Sháuna Breen (LC2). 
Missing from photo: Rachel Reid (JC3). 
 

On Friday 3rd of October students voted in 
the Student Council Elections. There was a 
great buzz regarding candidate profiles! 
Well done to all elected, we look forward to 
the year ahead! 
Ms. Foley and Ms. McDermott 

Student Council 2014/2015 

Guess the Teacher ???? 

Gender?     Female 
Hair Colour?    Blonde(ish)?? 
Age Range:     30-40 
Height?     5 ft 9 inches 
Favourite Music Genre?   Pop 
Favourite Book Genre?   Romantic 
Favourite Television Show/Series? Emmerdale 

Closing Date:  
Wednesday 22nd October. 

(Answers into The Bridge post box) 
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Halloween Crossword 
 ACROSS 

2. What a spiders spins. 

8. Said to haunt a house or place. 

9. Orange vegetable that faces are carved into. 

10. A place where the dead reside. 

11. A mammal that sleeps upside down. 

 DOWN 

1. Black birds that represent death. 

3. Cats this colour are bad luck. 

4. Clothes worn on Halloween. 

5. Monster composed of bones. 

6. Drinks blood at night to survive. 

7. Something wolves howl at. 

10. A witches favourite pet. 

 The Bible, the world’s best-selling book, is also the world’s most shoplifted book. 

 Any free moving liquid in outer space will form itself into a sphere because of its surface tension. 

 In 1984, A Canadian farmer began renting advertising space on his cows. 

 Albert Einstein and Charles Darwin both married their first cousins. 

 Half of all bank robberies take place on a Friday. 

 Your tongue is the only muscle in your body that is attached at only one end. 

 Dr. Suess prounounced his name “soyce” and did so for it to rhyme with rejoice. 

 Elvis had a twin brother named Garon, who died at birth, which is why Elvis’ middle name was Aron. 

 Sherlock Holmes NEVER said, “Elementary, my dear Watson”. 

 There is a city called Rome on every continent. 

    10 Useless Facts 

“Try to be a rainbow in someone’s cloud”. Maya Angelou 

Ms. Cahill’s 1st Year  

History Class 

Wen Geng Lin 

Ciara Moore 

Dearbháil Cassidy 

Darragh Furlong 

Megan Fitzhenry White 

All got 100% in recent 

History exam
s! Well done! 

RIVERBANK HOUSE HOTEL 

Proud sponsors of 

The Billy Roche Writers in 

Residency Programme 

 

Other names for Halloween: Samhain, 
Snap-Apple Night, All Hallows Eve, 
Witches Night, Day of the Dead,     
Dia De Los Muertos, All Saint's Day, 
and Witch's Thanksgiving. 
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           “Whenever anyone has offended me, I try to raise my soul so high that offence cannot reach it”. Renè Descartes 

“Society is the Biggest Bully!” 

Written By: Sháuna Breen LC2 

A disease that riddles our society? Sexism. Whether you’re 
a boy or girl sexism will at some point be an issue in your 
life. Have you ever had the flu? Well you’re probably just 
as likely to have experienced sexism. 
 
What is sexism? 
Sexism or gender discrimination is prejudice or 
discrimination based on a person’s sex/gender.  
 
Obviously things have gotten better in the last 50 years, 
but is “better” enough? 
 
Look around your school. Look in your Home Economics 
classes, your Metal and Woodwork, Agricultural Science 
and Theatre and Stage. In Home Economics the majority 
are girls, whilst boys are few and will possibly be slagged 
by ‘the lads’ for it.  Look at the Wood Work and Metal 
Work classes, whilst there is a more even boy/girl ratio 
than Home Economics, there is still a male majority. (A 
random Home Economics class was selected - it had three 
boys and seventeen girls...). 
 
Look at your teachers and the people in your community! 
Would you consider a male Home Economics’ teacher to 
be weird? Would he get the occasional eye raised? Why is 
it that people find it odd that we have a female metal 
work teacher, is she less competent at her job than a 
man? No. If you think yes, do you feel like a male nurse is 
less capable than a female nurse? Look at the same sex 
schools in town. The girls do not have a choice to do ‘boy 
subjects’ such as Woodwork, Metalwork or Agricultural 
Science and the boys do not get to do ‘girl subjects’ like 
Home Economics. Although possibly demand may have 
some factor in this, they are not even an option. Why? Do 
their body parts somehow affect their learning abilities? 
 
Why is it that men get paid more than women purely 
because they’re men? Even if they do the same job! The 
gender pay gap is a world recognised phrase meaning the 
difference in the pay of men and women. Women on 
average earn 16% less per hour than men. Yet today more 
girls than boys graduate from university. (83% of girls 
whilst 77.5% of men) 
 
The European Network has reviewed the current situation 
of women in decision making and in politics in Europe and 
concluded much needs to be improved. Women are 
severely underrepresented in Europe. Since half of 
Europe’s population consists of women, does it not make 
sense that their voices should be heard equally at all 
levels?  
Sweden has run advertising campaigns trying to make 
people aware of the gender pay gap. Their message was:  
“After 15:51pm women work for free- EVERY DAY. It is 

time for pay all day.” This has been circulated all over 
the internet by both men and women.  
 
Why is it that we tell our young girls to cover up to 
stay together in groups when out, instead of telling 
our guys to respect woman? WHY SHOULD WE HAVE 
TO TELL EITHER GENDERS ANY OF THIS? Has all of this 
not gone on too long, why isn’t mutual respect 
towards another human being regardless of gender 
already happening?  
How come men can walk around with their top off 
when it’s hot yet women or girls who walk around in a 
bikini are asking for trouble’?  
 
However it also works the other way!! No one talks 
about how sexism affects men. Why is it a man can 
lose out on time with his child, purely because he is a 
man? Men receive custody of children in less than 10% 
of cases. Why is it that men pay alimony whilst women 
get the kids? Is this fair?  
 
Society has such a high expectation of what a ‘man’ 
should be. Men aren’t supposed to be overly 
emotional and are expected to occupy the most 
dangerous and unpleasant jobs e.g. waste collection, 
logging, mining. If war were to break out men are 
supposed to just drop everything and give their lives 
to the cause, but women aren’t. Do we as a society 
find men less valuable? In crimes involving both a man 
and a woman, men are assumed the initiator because 
a woman couldn’t possibly come up with the plan all  
by herself, how does this make sense?  
 
The pressure society puts on women to find and keep 
a man is synonymous with the pressure on a man to 
hold down a job and put food on the table for their 
families.  
 
It is socially acceptable for women to reject a man 
over his body or looks, but men are seen to be 
‘shallow’ if they reject a woman over hers. While 
sexism towards women mostly comes from men, it is 
not vice-versa for sexism towards men, with most 
sexism towards men actually coming from other men.  
 
Sexism is also a huge deal in sports, take for example 
All Ireland Finals.  Have you seen a women’s sport 
make the front page of the sports section? Consider 
Women’s Rugby World Cup for instance, our women 
did so well yet coverage was minimal. Look at sports 
like gymnastics, men are often laughed at when they 
say they do gymnastics.  
 
In the past sexism was accepted, but we 
are the future - so why are we still 
accepting it? 

Divide your hair into two sections. 

Get one thin piece on hair from the left 
side and pull it over to the other side. 

Repeat this step on the right side. 

Continue until you reach the end of your 
hair and tie with a hair tie. 

Tips: You may back comb hair before hand 
for more of a dramatic look or add clips to 
dress it up or down. 

It’s simple! 

Trend to Try : Fishtail Braids 

Written By: Jade Hennessy LC1 

There are many different styles of braids for 
different occasions and personal tastes, one 
that may be suitable for you is the fishtail 
braid. It is quick and convenient and can be 
worn for a special or even casual occasion. 
Many celebrities have been spotted with 
this hairstyle including Kim Kardashian, 
Beyoncé and Rihanna. Here are some easy 
tips on how to achieve this look. 
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"I hated every minute of training, but I said, "Don't quit. Suffer now and live the rest of your life as a champion." Muhammad Ali 

X Factor 2014: Cowell’s Chesticles Exposed 

Written By: Niamh Murphy LC1 

Simon Cowell cringed with embarrassment after his shirt burst open, accidentally flashing 
his chest. He displayed a little too much flesh and hair as his button popped open, 
prompting wolf whistles and cheers from members of the audience at the arena audition in 
scenes that were screened on ITV. 

Cowell was seen on the big screen in the venue with his white top gaping as he came to 
give his verdict on a performance by hopeful Fleur East. As the whistles and squeals rose, 
he turned to Cheryl Fernandez-Versini at his side to ask: "What's going on?" 

"Oh, my shirt!" he exclaimed, laughing as he realised what had prompted the noise from 
the audience. As Fernandez-Versini patted his shoulder reassuringly, Cowell hid his face in 
his hands, keeping himself hidden while he told East: "I really, really liked that." 

"I'm so embarrassed," he admitted shortly afterwards, but was he?? 

much food but by eating the wrong foods, calories or 
not!"- Living Foods for Optimum health by Brian R. 
Clement 

Do you know the calorie content…. 

Kitkat Chunky - 247 kcal 
Can of Coke - 140 kcal 
Average Banana - 90 kcal 
Freddie Bar - 140 kcal 
Crisps (King) - 192 kcal 
Rolo sweet - 28 kcal 
Yorkie - 299 kcal 
Cornetto - 406 kcal 
Freddie Frog - 95 kcal 
Slice of white bread - 90 kcal approx. 

Brangelina Marry in Secret Ceremony 

Written By: Jade Hennessy LC1 

Almost nine years and six children later, our favourite celebrity couple Brad Pitt and 
Angelina Jolie have finally tied the knot. The pair sealed their marriage in a secret 
ceremony on August 23rd in Château Miraval in France. The couple first announced 
their engagement in 2012 after seven years together. Photos of the ceremony were 
eventually released, with Angelina wearing a very unique yet stunning dress, which 
she allowed her children to take part in designing! Brad was seen on the day 
sporting a casual but of course stylish black suit. They very much looked the part 
and looked every inch as stunning as each other. Hard luck Jen, he’s off the market! 

Our Obsession with Calories 

Written By: Clara Rochford LC1 

What is our obsession with calorie counting? It's the first 
thing someone does when they pick up a packet - not 
turning it around to check the ingredients, but counting the 
calories.  And you can be sure more than half of them don’t 
even know what a calorie actually is. A calorie is used to 
indicate the energy values of food. 1 calorie = 4.1855 Joules 
(unit of work). So yes we need calories in our diet as they 
provide us with energy, but it must be a balanced diet. The 
recommended daily allowance for a girl between 9 and 18 is 
1400 calories and a more active girl is 2400. A boy’s 
allowance is similar, the less active boy requires 1600 and 
the more active 3200. But what foods those calories come 
from can change a person’s life completely. 

When you get a piece of bread or a bar of chocolate, the 
first thing you do is check the calories but you never see 
anyone check the calorie content in fruit or vegetables. In 
fact nutritious foods have higher calorie content than junk 
foods, but only the nutritious foods are going to be 
absorbed and utilised by the body without causing weight 
gain. Do you not think you would benefit more from topping 
up on nutritious foods (fruit, vegetables, pulses) than going 
out and buying a Nutri-Grain, Nature Valley or a Special K 
bar - all supposedly low calorie snacks that your body will 
find more difficult to absorb and eliminate? The answer 
should be clear, eating raw food rich in enzymes will speed 
up your metabolism hence breaking your food down quicker 
giving you that great sense of vitality. 

Counting calories is another sure way to sabotage a diet 
because reducing or increasing calories alone results in a 
faulty system of weight management. Low calorie diets are 
poor nutritionally. They also starve the body of more than 
just calories as these diets are low in vitamins, minerals and 
essential nutrients, so your body then demands more 
calories.  

The next time you’re thinking of taking on a calorie counting 
diet, ask yourself "do I really need this or do I just need to 
eat properly"? "Excess weight is not caused by eating too 

Ms. Ryan’s 

1st Year Irish Class 

Dearbháil Cassidy 

Jakub Tarnawski 

Jamie Walsh 

All doing really well at 

Irish at the moment! 

 

WANTED 
Writers, photographers, reporters, 

cartoonists, artists. 
If you would like to be part of 

The Bridge Team, contact 
Ms. Bolger or Ms. Toomey 
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Junior Cert  

Congratulations Everyone 
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Results 2014 
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A Thought About Thoughts 

Written By: Chiará Morgan LC1 

Mental health is such a big thing in today's society, yet the 
problem and often the solution isn't addressed enough. 

Mental health is more than being slightly stressed or worried 
about a test (that's normal, I promise!). Though there are 
times when certain situations become a little more difficult 
for some people, particularly for teenagers. This is why it is 
important to maintain that idea of positive mental health. 
When I say 'idea' I don't mean that it is restricted to just your 
thoughts.  Being motivated to improve your own mental 
health is half the battle. 

However, I understand that sometimes that's not enough for 
people. We all feel low at times, when we feel we are 
misunderstood or let down. It's natural for teenagers, but 
when it goes on for an extended period of time, that's when 
it's time to act. There are many options out there, but just 
know that being alone can never do the situation any good. It 

doesn't matter if you tell a friend, a sibling, a 
parent, a teacher or even a helpline, just let 
someone know how you are feeling. Maybe, and 
hopefully then something can be done. We must 
dispose of this stigma that depression or anxiety is 
something to be ashamed of, that being 'the one' 
with problems is something to feel guilty about, 
because truth be told, anyone who tells you 
otherwise has probably gone through a tough time 
themselves. I know that admitting it to someone, or 
even yourself can be scary, but talking is the first 
step to a brighter and happier you. Trust me! 

‘Aware’ is a support group for people dealing with 
depression and anxiety. They provide information 
and help for the public and have a helpline available 
from Monday-Sunday. 

"You will have bad times, but they will always wake 
you up to the stuff you weren't paying attention 
to"- Robin Williams 

What is ALS?  

Written By: Katie Daly LC1 

We all know what the ‘Ice Bucket Challenge’ is. We've all seen the videos of our friends and family members 
dumping freezing cold buckets of water over their heads, but what is it all about? 

The challenge is all about raising awareness for Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) which is the most common 
form of Motor Neuron Disease (or Lou Gehrig’s disease as it’s known in the US). 

Motor Neuron Disease (MND) is the name given to a group of related diseases where there is a progressive 
degeneration (break down over time) of the motor neurones in the nerve cells and spinal cord. Motor neurones are 
the nerve cells that control muscles. The breaking down of these neurones leads to weakness and muscle wastage. 
This disease can lead to problems with speech, chewing, and swallowing. 

Who can get ALS? 
Both males and females can get MND and the disease most commonly occurs in people aged 50 or over. Around 
one in 50,000 people develop MND in any one year. 
 

Is there a cure? 
Unfortunately there is no known cure for MND. Survival time varies from around 3-5 years, 
however some people may survive for much longer (for example Stephen Hawking lived 
far beyond what doctors had originally predicted). 
 

Has the Ice Bucket Challenge helped? 
As of September 3rd the ALS association has received over €81.71million in donations, 
€75.32million of which is being used in funding the research for a treatment and cure. 
 

For more information visit: www.alsa.org or search for MND on www.irishhealth.com  

The Perks of Being a Meitheal Leader 

Written By: Soraya James LC2 

Being a Meitheal leader is one of the most rewarding 
experiences I have had during my time as a student. A group 
of eleven including Shauna Breen, Laura Power, Emma 
Freeney, Conor Doyle, Keith Hore, Amy Scallan, Aoife Nash, 
Michael Roche, Gearóid Walsh, Stephanie Murphy and myself 
all have positive feedback on our experiences so far.  Emma 
Freeney’s informed me that being a Meitheal leader is not 
something that is only beneficial to first years but to the 
Meitheal leaders as well, it’s nice to know that you are doing 
what you can to help people, I’ve found being a Meitheal 
leader to be a very enjoyable experience and one I’ll always 
remember in years to come. (Hi Ms Creevey’s class love you 
all thanks for the support whoop, whoop EMMA’S No1!!!).”  

What being a Meitheal leader consists of is helping the first 
years with the big transition from primary to secondary 
school, helping them with any problems that may arise, both 
social and academic and of course making sure they get the 
most out of their first year in Bridgetown, experiencing all the 
school has to offer and getting involved in a variety of 

activities. Overall being a Meitheal leader is 
something I really recommend to all younger 
students particularly if you enjoy interacting with 
people or if you want to develop your social skills. 
I’m very honoured to be able to share this 
experience and I urge all LC1s to consider the 
position as a Meitheal leader when the 
opportunity arises. And as for all you first years 
never hesitate to approach any of your Meitheal 
leaders, we are always willing to help! 

Back Row: Sháuna Breen, Soraya James, Emma Freeney, Keith Hore, Michael Roche and Stephanie Murphy.  

Front Row: Laura Power, Conor Doyle, Amy Scallan, Aoife Nash and Gearóid Walsh.  

http://www.alsa.org/
http://www.irishhealth.com/
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Sports Woman Interview 

Written By: Shauna Breen LC2 

In a survey that asked “What Wexford Sportswomen would you like to get to know?” 76% voted Wexford Camogie 
star Katrina Parrock. 

Name: Katrina Parrock 

Age: 24 

Preferred Position: Centre Forward 

Dream Job: Being involved in Manchester United’s back room. 

Favourite School Subject: P.E. 

What do you do before and a big match? Before a big game I visit a  

grave of a woman who taught me through my young years of Camogie. 

Are you very competitive? Yes, you have to be when playing at a high level. 

Who makes your hurl? Philip Doyle-Lash Go Leor. 

Do you feel pressure knowing so many young children look up to you? No pressure, just go out and do my best 
every time I put the jersey on. 

What advice would you give to someone who wants to give up sport because they feel they’re not good enough? 
Keep working hard, practice makes perfect!! 

Playing for Wexford, being quite well known, does it get annoying to be asked for photos or signatures? No not one 
bit! It obviously doesn’t happen that much, but when it does I feel delighted to be asked. 

When you’re not lining out for Wexford what do you like to do? Relax, go to the cinema, the beach or do some 
gardening. 

Favourite dunking biscuit? Would have to be Rich Tea. 

What soccer team do you follow? Hate to say it, but Manchester United. 

Pitch invasions? Yes or No? Yes. 

Do you feel that there is an issue of women’s sports taking a back seat to men’s?  
Yes, clearly men’s sport is more dominant. That is due to media coverage. 

Do you think there is more people could do to promote Camogie? Yes in many ways through the media and 
professionals. 

Who has been a ‘role model’ to you? That would have to be Katie Taylor for her attitude and determination. 

Playing for your county, there must be a lot of eyes on everything you do on the pitch, does it become 
overwhelming to have everything you do critiqued after a game? Yes, it’s not that easy but look, the best way I find 
is to analyse the game myself after the match and look at the things I can do better and not to listen to the criticism. 

What may be one thing people do not know about you? I love animals, especially dogs. 

         "In order to succeed, your desire for success should be greater than your fear of failure". Bill Cosby 

Urgent W.S.P.C.A Appeal 

Written By: Conor Doyle LC2 

Every one of us looks upon the W.S.P.C.A association as a 
loving, caring and dedicated group of men and women. And 
we’re right. The work they do is beyond extraordinary; being 
on call to respond to calls about any animal in distress, from 
guinea pigs to horses and everything in between. But they 
simply can’t keep carrying on their efforts if they don’t find 
help soon. Between paying for the sheltering, feeding and 
cleaning of hundreds of animals and trying to find homes for 
them, they can’t keep up with the cost of it all. The only 
source of income the association is receiving is from their 
charity shop in Main Street, Wexford. They need over €7600 
to pay for the expenses, and it isn’t getting any easier. The 
number of animals in need grows every day, with our 
country’s current situation only acting as a catalyst to the 
situation. Lack of jobs means that pet owners have to 
emigrate in search of work and their animals are left behind, 
either in shelters or to fend for themselves. Lack of money 
means that people can’t afford to keep their beloved pets, 
so they’re forced to abandon them. This is the sad truth I’m 
afraid. But that’s what it is, the truth. This IS happening. This 
will KEEP happening. Even as you read this sentence it is 

happening. But it can be stopped. All you have to do 
is lend a hand to the miracle workers at the 
W.S.P.C.A. Whether it is a bag of dog/ cat food, 
some straw/hay or even money. It’s all appreciated. 
And just think. With that food, you could nourish a 
starving animal back to health, with that straw you 
could give a bed to an animal whose only bed has 
been the cold hard concrete of a street or alley. So 
please. PLEASE! Find it in your heart to donate 
something, anything to the great workers and 
suffering animals at the W.S.P.C.A. 

Thank you. 

Healthy Horse Neglected Horse 
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Film Review: Guardians of the Galaxy 

Written By: Rebecca Egan LC1 

I'll be reviewing the most recent Marvel 
movie 'Guardians of the Galaxy', the name 
itself is quite self explanatory. It was 
directed by James Gunn. The primary 
ensemble (Chris Pratt, Zoe Saldana, Dave 
Bautista, Bradley Cooper and Vin Diesel) 
did an exceptional job at portraying their 
characters. Although Vin Diesel only had 
one line 'I am Groot' he displayed a lot of 
emotion through these few words. He also 
voiced his character in other languages. 

The reckless adventurer Peter Quil finds 
himself the object of a tenacious bounty-
hunt after stealing a mysterious orb, 
sought after by Ronan, a powerful and 
dangerous villain who is a threat 
to the universe. In order to avoid 

which also contained a group 
of special individuals trying to 
save the world. Nevertheless 
'Guardians of the Galaxy' 
proved its worth to Marvel 
fans all over the world. This 
movie received a lot of free 
publicity on social media sites 
such as 
'Tumblr' as 
many fans 
created GIF 
images of this 
movie and 
they spread 
like wildfire, 
causing this 
movie to get 
a lot of 
attention. 

a fatal confrontation with Ronan, 
Quil is forced to form a truce with 
a group of various misfits of the 
galaxy. Rocket, a hotshot raccoon, 
Groot, a tree-like humanoid, the 
deadly Gamora and the not-so-
intelligent Drax the Destroyer. 
When Quil discovers the true 
power of the orb he realises what 
he must do to save the lives of 
everyone in the galaxy, with the 
help of his new found friends. 

I'd recommend this for people 
who enjoy a good action-packed 
sci-fi film. It provides a great 
cinematic experience and is 
hilarious at some points in the 
movie. In spite of all of this I 
couldn't help but compare it to the 
2012 Marvel movie 'The Avengers', 

The day the Apple home page stood still... 

Written By: Dylan Cleary LC2 

The latest in over-priced, designer tech was announced during the  Apple keynote on September 
9th. The keynote consisted of three big announcements, firstly, two new ‘selfie’ machines; the 
iPhone 6 and the iPhone 6 plus, also a new way for Apple to get all of your credit card details; Apple 
pay, and finally three flavours of the new Apple watch; the plain old vanilla watch, a sports watch, 
and a designer watch for those of you who feel like having a 18ct gold phone strapped to your wrist. 
All joking aside the event was a success and Apple proved they still have it when it comes to the top 
tech as they improved on what other companies (namely Motorola and Samsung) released earlier in 
the year, despite the fact that the consumer will have to sacrifice an extra €100-200... 

“Happiness is not something ready made. It comes from your own actions”. Dalai Lama 

Junior Book Review  

Written By: Cormac Doyle JC2 

Title: Halo The Fall of Reach  

Author: Eric Nylund  

Genre: Science Fiction  

The year is 2552. The Covenant, an alliance of religious 
aliens sweeps inexorably through space, intent on 
wiping out every human life-form in the galaxy. Only one 
stronghold remains - the planet Reach. Practically on 
Earth’s doorstep, Reach is the last military stronghold to 
defy the alien onslaught. But Reach’s defenders have 
another priority higher priority: to prevent the Covenant 
from discovering the location of Earth.  

Outnumbered and outgunned, the soldiers seem to have 
little chance against the Covenant, but Reach holds a 

deadly secret. It is the training 
ground for the very first “super 
soldiers”. Code named 
SPARTANS, these highly 
advanced warriors were made 
for one purpose - saving the 
galaxy from the Covenant threat. 
Now as the Covenant attacks 
Reach, only a handful of 
SPARTANS remain, ready to 
wage ultimate war. One of them 
will kill, will never surrender and 
will lead them all to victory. This 
SPARTAN, known as the Master 
Chief- will live to fight another 
day on the mysterious artificial 
ring world called Halo.....  

Blood Brothers’ Review 

Written By: Megan O’Brien JC3 

“Blood Brothers” is a very interesting play. I recommend that as many people as possible go and see it. This is how 
it all began. There was a very poor family, the Johnstones. Mrs. Johnstone was a very busy woman, who had a lot 
of children and not enough money to look after them all. She found out she was having twins and didn’t know how 
she was going to get enough money for another two children as she already had enough trouble with the milk-man 
every morning because she couldn’t pay her bill on time. Mrs. Johnstone went to work in a Lady’s house (Mrs. 
Lyons). Mrs. Lyons couldn’t have any children and Mrs. Johnstone couldn’t stop having them. Mrs. Lyons decided 
she would take one of the twins and say he was her son and give him everything Mrs. Lyons could not. At first, 
Mrs. Johnstone said no. But Mrs. Lyons talked her into it. Both of them swore never to speak of it to anyone and 
definitely not to Mickey and Edward. As the two boys, Mickey and Edward grew up they became best friends and 
swore they would be best friends forever. Linda grew up with the two boys and was the boys’ best friend. Both 
brothers loved her and she loved them back. She ended up getting married to Mickey later in the play. 
The last bit of the play was really exciting but very sad as well. It really surprised me how it turned out for both 
families. I didn’t think that both brothers would die. I think going to see it helped me to really understand the play. 
I give it five stars. Go see it! 
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Senior Book Review 

Review Written By: Amy O’Connor LC1 

Title: Divergent 

Author: Veronica Roth 

Genre:  Teenage Fiction/ Sci-Fi 

Divergent is set in a futuristic dystopia where society is 
divided into five factions each representing a different 
virtue. Teenagers have to decide if they want to stay in their 
faction or switch to another- for the rest of their lives. Tris 
Prior makes a choice that surprises everyone. Then Tris and 
her fellow faction members have to endure a highly 
competitive initiation process to live out the choice they 

have made. They must undergo extreme physical 
and intense psychological tests that transform them 
all. But Tris has a secret; she is divergent, meaning 
she doesn’t fit into any one group. If anyone knew, 
it would be almost certain death. As 
she discovers a growing conflict that 
threatens to unravel her seemingly 
perfect society, this secret might help 
her save the people she loves…. Or it 
might destroy her….. 

Review: Brilliant book and beautifully 
written. It kept me on the edge of my 
seat. A brilliant mixture of sci-fi and 
romance. Couldn’t put it down! 

Culture Night Events 

Written By: Kirsty Moran LC1 

Culture Night is an annual all-Ireland public event that 
celebrates culture, creativity and the arts. This year, it took 
place on Friday 19th September 2014. On Culture Night, arts 
and cultural organisations and venues of all shapes and sizes, 
including the National Cultural Institutions, extend their 
opening hours to allow for increased access to the public. 
Special and unique events and workshops are specifically 
programmed at participating locations and everything is 
available free of charge. 

Culture Night has grown from a relatively small scale cultural 
event staged only in Dublin in 2006 to the significant national 
cultural event it now is, with some 350,000 people visiting 
museums, galleries, historic houses, artists’ studios and 
cultural centres across the country. The initiative has 
captured both the public imagination and the enthusiasm of 
artists and cultural organisations. 

Culture Night was introduced to: 

-Encourage more people to visit cultural venues and 
experience culture in their locality 

-Remind us all about the fantastic cultural facilities and 
resources that we have locally and nationally 

-Raise the profile of cultural organisations, activities and 
facilities 

-Encourage people to try new things and to get into the habit 
of going more often to cultural venues and activities in their 
locality 

-Make it easier for people to play a role in their local cultural 
scene 

-Help create a sense of community and belonging 

 

Who makes culture night happen? 

Culture Night happens because many people share a vision 
and enthusiasm for enjoying, celebrating and promoting 
creativity and culture. The following list gives a taste of the 
wide range of people and institutions that make it happen 
across Ireland: the public, the artists, performing groups, 
galleries, museums, sports clubs, libraries, arts centres, craft 
workers, studios and workshops, theatres, public spaces, 
broadcasters, schools, community groups, local authorities, 
government departments, state agencies and public bodies, 
transport companies, universities, shops and many more! 

Getting Involved 

This year some of Bridgetown’s own students were invited to 
part take in different aspects of Culture Night. Chiará Morgan 
LC1 performed with Myriad Dance School in a demonstration 

of modern dancing and variations of dance. This 
demo took place in Wexford’s own Wexford Opera 
House and members of all ages watched the art of 
dance with a smile on their face and a rhythm in 
their hearts. The connection between the passion of 
dance and the love in our hearts is strong and this 
dance display definitely highlighted this. 

Another kind of art was displayed by some of 
Bridgetown’s students. Kirsty Moran LC1 and Adam 
Wickham LC2 were part of the debut concert of the 
Wexford Wind Ensemble. The art of music is almost 
impossible to understand however every human 
being has a relationship with it, an emotional bond 
that differs for each person. The wind ensemble 
conducted by Liam Daly consisted of variations of 
folk music such as Scarborough fair and Boolavogue 
creating a deep sense of pride and joy for the 
audience packed into St. Iberius’s Church. Then also 
to maintain that reflective atmosphere they played 
pieces such as Black Granite, At Dawn They Slept 
and Solas Ane in honour of soldiers lost in the many 
civil wars and large scale wars of Europe. A pleasant 
surprise for our musicians was seeing Bridgetown’s 
writing tutor Billy Roche enjoying the concert 
himself along with many other well-known writers 
and musicians.  

“It’s wonderful to see such a crowd here, I’m so 
happy for the wind ensemble since they spent so 
much time preparing for this concert” Adam 
Wickham. LC2 

Personally I must say that it feels so amazing to be 
part of something bigger than a concert. It was an 
opportunity to 
display something we 
cared for and loved 
so other people could 
experience it too. 

Culture Night is so 
much more than a 
few concerts around 
the country, it’s 
about bringing 
Ireland’s people 
together to enjoy 
each other’s 
company and respect 
each other’s passions 
and talents. 

Photo Adam Wickham LC2 and Kirsty Moran LC1 

“We must accept infinite disappointment but we must never loose infinite hope”. Martin Luther King 
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Welcome to our Spanish/Catalan Students 

The Bridge newspaper would like to welcome Javier, Jorgina and Carmen to our 
school. We wish you all the best of luck and hope you enjoy your time here in 
Bridgetown!!! 

 

 
 

 

Happy Birthday 

22
nd November 

Happy Birthday 

Dellooo LCA1 

Love 

The LCA Boys!! 

5th November 
Happy Birthday 

Tyrone LCA1 
MUCH LOVE! 

Delphine 

19th November 
Happy Birthday 

Shauna Breen LC2 
Best Wishes 
Ms. Bolger &  

Ms. Toomey & 
all The Bridge 

30th October 

Happy Birthday 

Sean Wickham LCA1 

from LCA1 Class 

3rd November 
Happy Birthday 

Cole 
     from your 

      two Besties 

5th November 

Happy Birthday 

Libby Thomas JC1 

From 

Laura Bates,  
Megan Doyle & 
Shauna Byrne 

8th December 

Happy Birthday 

Emily 

Love Dylan xxx 

19th October 

Happy Birthday 

Lauren 

from your Bestos xxx 

24
th November 

Happy Birthday 

Dillon Parle LCA1 

Love  

The LCA1 Crew 

11th October 

Philip Byrne JC1 

from  

All JC1 Students 

19
th October 

Happy Birthday 

Conor Breen JC1 

from 

All JC1 Students  

Happy Birthday 
Rowan 'Rap-God' 

Firman LCA1 
Love 

Delphine, Ryan, 
Tyrone & Dillon 

Happy 
Birthday 

Everyone 

 

COASTAL CABS 
Coach and Taxi Service 

Kilmore, Co. Wexford. 
www.coastalcabs.ie 

 085 8467277 / 087 6465257 
 

 

Here’s the Science Bit…. 

 There are 206 bones in the adult human body and there are 300 in children (as they grow some of  
the bones fuse together). 

 The human eye blinks an average of 4,200,000 times a year. 

 The hottest planet in the solar system is Venus, with an estimated surface temperature of 864°F (462°C). 

 It's impossible to sneeze with your eyes open. 

 The leg bones of a bat are so thin that no bat can walk. 

Halloween Playlist 
Michael Jackson - Thriller (1982) 
Ray Parker Jr - Ghostbusters (1984) 
Bobby “Boris” Picket - The Monster Mash (1962) 
AC/DC - Highway to Hell (1979) 
Blue Oyster Cult - Don’t Fear the Reaper (1976) 
Ella Henderson - Ghost (2013) 



 

15 

Issue 2 The Bridge 20th October 2014

It’s Competition Time 
In the next edition of ‘The Bridge’ we would like to 

feature some of the amazing artwork from the 
talented Bridgetown Vocational College Art students. 

One of my favourite areas will be the theme: 
SHADING! 

Only the best will be chosen. The theme is up to you 
and since it’s a student publication then you will 

decide the winners, 
by vote, from the finalists. 

BEST TONAL DRAWINGS WILL BE PUBLISHED. 
All entries to: 

Ms. O’Callaghan by November 3rd 2014 

 

local family run Department Store 

Stocking all the main brands  

Nike, Adidas, O'Neill's, Levi’s, Remus, 
Tommy Hilfiger, Wrangler, Baileys and 

many more... 
and of course all the essentials for your 

school uniform. 
 053 9142200 

Great brands at great prices. 

Bridgetown Girls Shine for All Ireland Champs 

Written By: Jack Murphy LC2 

It all starts in the cold, dark, wet days of winter, being dragged 
away from the cosy fire to drive halfway across the county for at 
least an hour and a half of intense training that would make you 
feel sick come the end of it, to represent Wexford in the great 
sport that is football. And the reward at the end was made all the 
sweeter by the incredible two point victory at Croke Park on the 
28th of September. Despite missing an early penalty from St. 
Anne’s forward Fiona Rochford, (highly unusual considering the 
Anne’s are the best team in the county of course!) our brave 
hearted women survived the storm and came out the better with 
the All Ireland trophy in their hands. On the 19th of September we 
decided to fundraise for the 5 women who had studied here at 
Bridgetown Vocational College, Johanna Cousins, Maria Byrne, 
Sharon Kehoe, Marica Cullen and Niamh Moore. We incredibly 
raised an amount of €843.50 for the Wexford women which will 
undoubtedly be put to good use by the county board. And of 
course after winning such a big prize the ladies had to show off 
their incredible victory and trophy. On the 1st of October the 5 
girls visited the school and pose for some pictures, with an 
amazing amount of commotion happening in the process. The 
victory was great for the county and it was great for the school 

also. Well done to Maria who scored a goal in 
the final, what an amazing feeling it must have 
been to score a cracker of a goal in Ireland’s 
largest stadium. What a fantastic few days and 
what an outstanding achievement for the 
sterling ladies of Wexford. Just goes to show 
once more that it’s an incredible task to try and 
beat the Slaney siders! 

Vending Machines should be banned 
in Irish Secondary Schools... 

Written By: Megan Scallan LC1 

For: 
Students have endless opportunities to buy junk 
food. Whenever students walk by or into the 
canteen, they can see the vending machines full 
of junk food. 
The money that students receive from their 
parents could be spent on healthy food for the 
student and the remainder of their family. 
Vending machines can be quite expensive for 
schools. This money could be used for other useful 
resources, such as school tours, sports equipment, 
school desks and chairs, etc. 
If the students were to eat the food stocked in the 
vending machine every day of the school week, it 
could lead to childhood obesity, teeth problems and 
diabetes. 
Against: 
On the other hand, vending machines could 
contain healthy food. If they were to stock healthy 
food, there may be less chance of childhood obesity, 
teeth problems and diabetes. 
It should not be up to the school to decide what 
their students eat. That is up to the students 
themselves and their parents. 
If vending machines were banned from schools, 
students may buy junk food elsewhere. Schools 
could make a profit, rather the other shops receiving 
the profit. 
 

So you what 
do you think? 
Send us your 
opinions in ‘The 
Bridge’ post box 
opposite the main 
office! 
 

 

End of Term No Uniform Day 

Halloween Fancy Dress 
Friday 24th October 
Staff and Students 

Cost €2 
Money raised towards School Improvements 
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Topaz Takes The Trophy!! 

Written By: Kirsty Moran LC1 

Congratulations to JC3 Correna Bowe 
who won the Eventing Ireland CNCP* in 
Ballinamona on Carol Gee’s CastleView 
Topaz. The determined pair only had a 
few days together to take on the 
challenge of entering such a 
competitive class in such little time. 

Correna’s day started off with an 
impressive score of 69% putting her 
into 2nd place behind Jennifer Kuehnle 
by O.5%. Topaz’s flashy step and 
consistent rhythm was highly regarded 
by the judge. The movement was 
graceful and almost resembled the 
ways of the beautiful swan. 

After some adjustments to the tack, the 
pair headed to the show jumping area 
for the second stage of the event. The 
course consisted of multiple jumps 
slanting up and down the hilled 
landscape. This made the course 
extremely difficult for both horse and 
rider and many competitors had 
problems. Correna moved into the ring 

every jump that was between 
her and the finish line. Correna 
amazingly finished with a clear 
round and only a few time 
penalties which pushed her up 
to 1st place after successfully 
finishing ahead of Jennifer 
Kuehnle. Congratulations 
Correna from all The Bridge 
team and best of luck for the 
rest of the season. 

with confidence and in deep 
concentration, began her round. After 
a very successful round Correna left 
the second stage with only 4 faults to 
add to her score, extremely 
impressive given the circumstances at 
hand. Even with the additional 4 faults 
to add, Correna remained in 2nd place 
because of her accurate dressage test. 

After a quick bite to eat and a tedious 
walk, it was time for Topaz and 
Correna to change into cross country 
mode. “20 seconds”…. Keep calm 
don’t get too excited yet “10 seconds” 
okay into the starting box wait for it “ 
5,4,3,2,1” Go!!! Correna took off at a 
strong but reserved speed. She knew 
the time was tight and pacing was 
everything. Start too fast… you’ll be 
wiped out and won’t be able finish 
strong enough to get inside the time, 
start too slow you won’t be able to 
cover the ground quickly enough. 
Correna knew that every second 
would diminish her chances to finish 
in the ribbons. However Correna 
remained professional and dealt with 
the pressure like a pro, soaring over 

Bridgetown Inter-Schools Success 

Congratulations to Kirsty Moran LC1 who came 4th on Thyne Will 
Tell in the Open Derby at Wexford Equestrian. They finished their 
round clear in a time of 44.38 seconds. 

Also congratulations to Sophie Roche JC3 who came 4th on Clyve 
in the Novice Derby at Wexford Equestrian. They finished their 
round clear round in a time 52.75 seconds. 

Finally, congratulations to Tyra Brennan Roche LC2 who came 5th 
on Murrintown Flash. They finished their round with a total of 4 
faults and were the fastest time with faults. 

Well done to all other competitors who represented Bridgetown 
Vocational College. This is a great start for Bridgetown. We wish 
all competitors the best of luck in future events!! 

Sophie Roche making it happen with Clyve. 

It’s All Sport Under The Bridge  

Written By: Jack Murphy LC2 

While writing this report on sporting achievements and 
victories involving clubs and teams outside of school and 
during the beautiful summer of 2014, I couldn’t help but 
sit back in my chair and gaze with pride at the abundance 
of talent in Bridgetown Vocational College.  From 
gymnastics to badminton, basketball to hurling and 
cycling to soccer, our young students seem to be 
talented at every sport under the sun. Although all 
achievements have not gone unnoticed I must say a huge 
congratulations to students who travelled abroad to 
compete in their respective sports, with a well deserved 
‘CONGRATULATIONS’ going to Seamus Sinnott, Zara 
McGuire and Caoimhe McGuire. Seamus competed in 
the Ireland performance team in Belgium for a week 
during the summer and had an incredible experience, 
saying that ‘representing Ireland in cycling in a 
competition abroad was just a dream come true.’ Zara 
and Caoimhe represented Ireland in gymnastics and 
came seventh in the whole world while competing in 
France over the summer which is an unbelievable 
achievement to say the least. The talent does not stop 
there though, with a number of players getting selected 
for county teams. Well done to Kyle Kennedy, 
second year, and Rees Broaders, third year, for 
being selected for the under 14 Wexford hurling 

team, don’t be surprised to see these two young, 
energetic and highly skilled lads togging out in front of 
the Wexford fans at Croke Park one day! Also well done 
to Jason Ellard who was selected by Mick Wallace to 
play for Wexford Youths for the coming season at 
under 17 level, which is a huge achievement with 
around 80 young adolescents presenting for trials. One 
victory that really stood out to me was Daniel Halligan 
claiming the Leinster high jumping trophy in the minor 
(under 18) category, despite being only in second year. 
Huge congratulations to young Dan. In basketball, 
Rebecca Burke was selected for the South East under 
15 regional team, which is an exceptionally hard team 
to try and break onto as there are such huge numbers 
to pick from. She also has a chance of making it to the 
Irish team when the Inter-Regional tournament takes 
place this month in Galway, where the overall national 
team is selected. As well as Kyle and Rees making the 
county hurling at their age group, we also boast Anna-
Mai Stafford and Orla Fortune in our ranks who were 
selected to play camogie for Wexford at under 15 level. 
Such an array of talent here in this school, and I have 
only mentioned a handful, but go to the gym to check 
out some more names on the ‘Wall of Fame’, or if you 
think you have an achievement that deserves 
recognition notify Ms. Manning and you too will be on 
the Wall! 


