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Some interesting facts about the history of Christmas 
and its many traditions! 

Written by: Jessica Horan (JC3) and Ms. Walsh 

Why does Christmas Day fall on the 25th of December? 

Christmas celebrations date back to 4,000 years ago, 
ancient midwinter festivities celebrated the return of 
the sun from cold and darkness. The decision to 
celebrate Christmas on December 25th came around 
the 4th century by bishops in Rome. They had a 
specific reason for doing so, the church leaders in 
Rome decided to celebrate the birth of Christ during 
the winter solstice, their goal was to turn the eyes of 
all men upon the true creator and Christ of Christmas.  

‘Hunting the Wren’ on St. Stephen’s Day…..an Irish 
Christmas Tradition  

In Ireland, St. Stephen's Day is the day for "Hunting the 
Wren" or "Going on the Wren." Originally, groups of 
small boys would hunt for a wren, and then chase the 
bird until they either caught it or it died from 
exhaustion. The dead bird was tied to the top of a pole 
or holly bush, which was decorated with ribbons or 
coloured paper. 

Early in the morning of St. Stephen's Day, the wren was 
carried from house to house by the boys, who wore 
straw masks or blackened their faces with burnt cork, 
and dressed in old clothes (often women's dresses.) At 
each house, the boys sing the Wren Boys' song. This 
tradition of calling to homes in still very much part of 
rural living. 

Sending Christmas Cards….where did it all start?  

The custom of sending Christmas cards was started in 
the U.K. in 1843 by Sir Henry Cole. He was a civil 
servant who was very interested in the new 'Public 
Post Office' and wondered how it could be used by 
more people. Sir Henry had the idea of Christmas Cards 
with his friend John Horsley, who was an artist. They 
designed the first card and sold them for 1 shilling 
each. 

What would Christmas be without a tree? Read on to 
discover where this gorgeous tradition first started.  

Nobody is really sure when fir trees were first used as 
Christmas trees. It probably began about 1,000 years 
ago in Northern Europe. Many early Christmas trees 

seem to have been hung upside down from the ceiling 
using chains (hung from chandeliers/lighting hooks). 
The first documented use of a tree at Christmas and 
New Year celebrations is in the town square of Riga, 
the capital of Latvia, in the year 1510. 

What are the traditional colours associated with 
Christmas?  

There are several colours which are traditionally 
associated with Christmas. Red, green, gold and white 
are the usual suspects. But why do we have them and 
what do the colours represent? 

Green: Evergreen plants, like holly, ivy and mistletoe 
have been used for thousands of years to decorate and 
brighten up buildings during the long dark winter. They 
also reminded people that spring would come and that 
winter wouldn't last forever! 

Red is also the colour of holly berries, which is said to 
represent the blood of Jesus when he died on the 
cross. 

Gold is the colour of the sun and light - both very 
important in the dark winter. Gold was also one of the 
presents brought to baby Jesus by one of the wise men 
and traditionally it's the colour used to show the star 
that the wise men followed.  

White is often associated with purity and peace in 
western cultures. The snow in winter is also very white!  

Christmas Facts! Did You Know? 

The gifts in the twelve days of Christmas add up to 
364 and would cost €36,000. 

The largest Christmas cracker was 45.72m long and 
304m in diameter. It was pulled in Australia in 1991. 

The first Christmas tree was made with goose 
feathers dyed green. 

The largest Santa Claus is in the shopping centre 
Norte in Brazil. It is 20m tall, 7m wide and 4m deep. 

The largest Christmas dinner weighed 9.6 kg and 
comprised of a turkey, carrots, parsnips, broccoli, 
cauliflower, roast potatoes and brussel sprouts. This 
was on the menu in ‘The Duck Inn’ in the U.K. 

‘Jingle Bells’ was written for Thanksgiving not 

Christmas. 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
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Editor: Rory Cassidy 
Sports Editor: Cian Cassidy 
Teacher Support: Ms. 
Toomey and Ms. Walsh 

64 shoe boxes were 
collected in aid of ‘Team 

Hope Christmas 
Shoebox Appeal’ by the 
students of Bridgetown 

College. 

Thank you to all 
students who donated 
the shoe boxes to this 

very worthy cause. 

First Year School Tour 

On Tuesday December 2nd, 103 first year students, 9 
Meitheal leaders and 5 tutors (Ms. Fitzgerald, Ms. 
Fogarty, Mr. Hannigan, Mr. Healy and Ms. 
McDonald, ) and Ms. Brennan (year head) headed off 
on the first year school tour. 

Students went to Leisuremax where they participated 
in: tenpin bowling, zip line, table tennis, archery, 
zorbing, activity course and mini soccer. 

Then it was off to McDonald’s for lunch, followed by 
ice skating on the quay in Wexford. 

Thank you to Ms. Brennan and Ms. Codd for 
organising the tour. Everyone had a brilliant day. 

Dear Agony Aunt 
I’m in an exam year in school and I'm finding it 
really stressful. 
Every time I sit down to study nothing seems to go 
in. All my friends are doing far better than me in 
school which makes me feel inadequate. 
On top of that ,I feel extremely pressured by my 
parents. 
It’s all becoming too much, what do I do? 
-Anon 
 
When it comes to exams a little bit of nerves are 
good, but not too much. 
When you’re studying you may feel as though you 
aren't absorbing information when in fact you are. 
Every time you read over it or write it out a little bit 
more goes in, keep at it and you'll know it all without 
even realising. 
With regards to friends, don't compare yourself to 
them, everyone has their strong points. I guarantee 
you there is a talent that you have that none of 
them can do half as well. If you can, perhaps ask 
them for help with subject you don't get. 
Your parents only want what's best for you, but if it 
really is getting to you, tell them. 
They're probably equally as stressed for you, as 
you are for the exams. 

LCA2’s participating in National Bowling Week. 

LCA1’s visited Grantstown Day Care Centre as part of their 
General Educational Task on Wednesday, 9th December. 

Well done to the winners of the  
October Numeracy Puzzle 

Michaela Reville McDonagh and Juliette Carroll. 

3rd year class who attended McDonald's and 
Leisure Max bowling on Tuesday 3rd November. 

Wishing all the 
Bridgetown 

College 
Community a 

very Happy and 
Peaceful 

Christmas. Best 
Wishes for 

2016. 
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Binge-Watch: To watch multiple episodes of a TV programme in rapid succession, typically by means 
of DVDs or digital streaming. 

Manspreading: When somebody spreads his/her legs to take up two seats on public transport. 

Clean Eating: When you believe most foods are bad or poisoned. 

Hangry: Bad-tempered or irritable as a result of hunger. 

Rage-Quit: Angrily abandon an activity or pursuit that has become frustrating, especially the playing 
of a video game 

Down  

1. _______ o _____ y 

2. Involves lots of number! 

4. Mountains, Volcanoes and  

Earthquakes! 

5. Bonjour 

7. Cooking and Sewing 

9. Room 28 

10. Room 12 

13. The names Bond, Ionic Bond 

Across  

2. Room 40 

3. _______ d ________ 

6. Novels, Plays and Peotry 

8. I forgot my gear! 

11. More Numbers 

12. ______ e _______ 

13. C ______ u ___ i ___ 

14. Design and ________________ Graphics 

15. H _____ o _______ 

16. Leads on from JC Science 

17. Dia Duit! 

Bridgetown College Crossword 

Do you recognise these pretty faces????? 

Guess the Members of the 

Student Council Competition 

Entries to ‘The Bridge’ post-box 

or email 

thebridge2014@outlook.com 

Closing Date: Monday 21st December 2015 
The judges decision is final 1 2 3 

Sketched by: 
Megan 

Fitzhenry 
White (JC2). 

Catering for all 
Dietary needs. 

Lunch orders taken 
before school 

or during small break. 
Delicious home-cooked 

The Canteen 

Say 
what 
you 
see! 

Christmas 
Catch 
Phrase 
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Rothaíocht in aghaidh féinmharaithe 

Written by: Andrew Walsh (TY) 

Bhí rothaíocht in agaidh 
féinmharaithe ar suíl ar an Satharn 
26ú Mean Fomhair ar a haon deag a 
chlog. Gach bliain cuireann 800 duine 
lámh in mbás féin ar Oiléan na 
hEireann. Thosaigh siad ar an gCé I 
Loch Gorman. Chuaigh said trid Teach 
Munna agus Baile an Droichid. Mhair 
an rothaíocht seasca cilimeádar. 
Chaith gach rothaí T- leinne óraiste. 
Ghlac Ms. McDermot páirt ann. Dúirt 
sí go raibh sé ar feabhas. Bhí an aimsir 
go halainn an lá sin. Fuair na rothaithe 
sos i gCé na Cille Móire. Rinne Billy 
Walsh fiseán chun tacaíochta a 
thabhairt don fheachtas. “Nuair nach 
mbraitheann tú ceart go leor tá sé 
ceart go leor agus tá sé thar a bheith 
ceart go leor cabhair a iarraidh ar 
dhaoine” – ba é sin an ‘catchphrase’ a 
bhí le cloisteáil an seachtain sin. Bhain 
gach duine taitneamh as an lá 
tábhachtach sin. 

Higher Options 

Written by: Sophie Roche (TY) 

On Friday 18th of September the TY’s and 
many others ventured up to the RDS in 
Dublin to the Higher Options Conference. 
For few of us, it was a day out of school. 
However once we reached the R.D.S. it was 
like entering a whole new world. The day 
consisted of tackling your way through 
hundreds of people twice your height and 
muscle captivity, speaking to potential 
future professors and submitting one’s 
email address to everything that was on 
offer. It certainly opened our minds to 
think about our studies after our Leaving 
Cert. All in all it was a day not to be missed! 

Ceílí Time! 

Written by: Andrew Walsh (TY) 

On Wednesday the 4th of November, we organised a ceílí for the 1st years in aid of the 
Carer’s Association. We spent a lot of time learning the dance “The Walls of Limerick”. 
We charged 50c to 1st year students and we raised €45 for our chosen charity. We had 
seven musicians playing ‘The Kerry Polka’. After a few minutes of chaos we had the first 
years dancing like Michael Flatley. After a few practise goes everyone had fun! 

Green Schools 

Written by: Lorna Walsh (TY) 

Some of you may not know what ‘Green Schools’ is, so 
for those of you who don’t know let me explain it a little. 
The central idea of Green Schools is keeping our school 
clean. It is known internationally as Eco- schools and it is 
an international environment education programme to 
keep our environment healthy and safe. Green Schools is 
run by our TY class and a whole school committee have 
set up a ‘Litter League Table’ which will keep track of the 
litter problems around the school. You will find posters 
about the league around our building; the winning year 
group will receive a movie and popcorn afternoon. The 
process of achieving a green flag can take up to two 
years. At the end of those two years if you put in the 
work that’s needed we can raise the green flag! 
Wouldn’t it be great to have the green flag flying high? 
Everybody can get involved to keep our school clean and 
environmentally friendly! It’s not too late to get started! 
It’s a team effort so let’s all ‘pull’ together to raise 
Bridgetown’s first Green Flag. 

Helping the Active Retired in our Local Community 

Written by: Abbie Jones and Rebecca Foley (TY) 

On the 21st of September ten people from Kilmore’s 
Active Retirement group came into our school. We 
were all put into groups of three or four; our aim 
was to help each member with something related to 
I.T. for example: improve their knowledge of 
phones, tablets or cameras. Each person learnt 
something new like texting, taking pictures or using 
the internet. It was great teaching them lots of new 
skills. 

As part of ‘Active Aging Week’, the Active 
Retirement group came to our school again on the 
5th of October. On this day we got to see how they 
were getting on with their new skills and to check if 
they wanted to learn something else. We all 
enjoyed some tea ad cake with them. It was a really 
enjoyable day and it was really nice to get to know 
some of the older generation in our community. 

1798 Centre: A trip that unfolds our local history 

Written by: Joshua Burke (TY) 

On the 29th of September our TY class went to the 1798 centre in Enniscorthy as 
part of our history project. We spent a number of weeks investigating this topic in 
a lot of detail so it was great to get to explore more about it. We were taken on a 
guided tour of the various stages of the rebellion nationally, and then we saw the 
events of Vinegar Hill unfold at the very end. It was very interesting to see how 
they fought and how the Battle of Vinegar Hill progressed. It also showed us the 
weeks leading up to the rebellion and how the rebels won most of the battles. We 
got to see the pikes used by the locals and we watched an amazing 3D account of the battle. It was a great trip 
especially at the end when we all dressed up as red coats and rebels, we took lots of pictures of ourselves. 

TRANSITION YEAR NEWS 
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Film Review: Brooklyn  

Written by: Hannah Raferty (TY) 

I watched the film ‘Brooklyn’ on Tuesday November, 
11th with the LC1’s and L.C.A.2’s. This film was based 
on a novel written by Colm Tóibín. This film was 
directed by John Crowley and screenplay by Nick 
Hornby. The film ran for just under two hours and was 
classed as a romantic drama. Certification is 12A. The 
main actors were Saoirse Ronan, playing Eilish Lacey, 
Fiona Glascott, playing Rose Lacey, Emoroy Cohen 
playing Tony Fiorello, and many more. Brooklyn was 
filmed in Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford and Brooklyn, NYC 
in the 1950’s. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this movie. It was very interesting 
to watch a young lady from the start of the film from 
small Enniscorthy in Wexford in transition to a young 
women living in a big city in New York. The cast were 
remarkable, and really portrayed what it would be like 
for a young woman living in Ireland and Brooklyn in 
the 1950’s. The cast displayed their emotion in such 
depth and made us even tear up just watching them. 
The cinematography was admirable and I really loved 
the scenery and background from every take. Brooklyn 

really looks like a magnificent, marvellous city filled 
with bright light and many buildings.  

Overall, I really enjoyed this film; it was fantastic as it 
really ticked a lot of boxes. I really enjoyed the way the 
actors portrayed their character in such great detail 
and really made everyone watching the film relate in 
some way to their plight; what it’s like to live in Ireland. 
They made every part of their life touching and heart-
warming, especially for a romantic drama. One aspect 
of the movie I did not like was, the main character, 
Eilish (Ronan) always in love or 
thinking about a boy. I feel that as the 
main character, she should not be 
attached to another character the 
whole time. She should have been 
free and able to live her life the way 
she wanted and not have a boy 
influencing her decision in so many 
situations. But I guess this was a key 
theme in the plot. 

I recommend this to all teenagers as it 
is a fantastic movie to watch, to 
understand what our country was like so long ago. 

Overall I give this film 4 stars out of 5, as it was superb! 

GAA Coaching Course 

Written by: Jamie Sinnott and David Simpson (TY) 

As part of our PE class, we are completing a GAA 
coaching course with former Wexford Senior hurler, 
Shane O’Hanlon. The course lasts eight weeks and 
over the duration of the course we will learn about 
coaching skills and what is required to be a coach. So 
far he has taken us out to the sports field and has 
taught us how to do drills with younger kids. It has 
been a very enjoyable experience so far. 

The Ploughing Championship 2015 

Written by: Michael Honey (TY) 

On the 22nd of September our TY class went to the 84th Ploughing Championship in Ratheniska, Co. Laois. The 
‘Ploughing Championships’ is an agricultural event that is held annually. It attracts people from all over the country. 
There are thousands of stalls there including some well known companies like Aldi, Supervalu and O’Neill’s. There’s 
are a lot of interesting things to see, especially farming related. 281,000 people attended this event, this being the 
highest number ever. It was a brilliant day out and amazing to see the attendance that was there.  

Young Social Innovators Project 

Written by: Craig Brady (TY) 

Our TY class are participating in the Young Social Innovators 
(YSI) Project. This program encourages secondary school 
students to develop projects to contribute to the world they 
are growing up in. Our chosen project is ‘Rural Crime and 
Punishment’. We chose this project because we felt it was 
very relevant to what has been happening in our community 
lately. We are halfway through the project so keep an eye 
out for our project. 

Tosca 

Written by: Harry Bourke (TY) 

On the 21st of October our TY class went to the ‘Tosca’ opera show in White’s Hotel. The story is set in Italy in the 
1900’s. The main characters are Floria Tosca who played the famous signer soprano, Mario Cavaradossi who played 
the painter tenor, and Baron Scarpai who played the chief of police, Baritone and Cesare Angelotti played the 
fugitive Angelotti. 

Giacomo Puccini was the director and screenwriter of this drama. The story is centered around Mario, the painter 
who is faced with a dilemma, his friend has escaped from prison and seeks refuge. In my opinion I did not like the 
play because they had their back to the audience a lot and I thought the singing was poor. 
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Junior Cert Results 2015 
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Comhairle na nÓg 

Written by: Meigen Rossiter (LC1) 

On Thursday, 22nd of October, Jack Devereux (JC1) and I were chosen to represent our school at the annual 
Comhairle na nÓg meeting in Wexford County Council. Before going to this event, I had no idea what to expect 
from Comhairle na nÓg  We learned that it is a child and youth council, with one in 34 areas of the country. It 
gives people under the age of 18 a voice in the development of local services and policies. We were collected by 
taxi at 9am and spent the day involved in workshops in the following areas; “drugs and alcohol abuse” and 
“racism and discrimination”. We also met some lovely people and made some great friends. At the end of the day 
12 people were chosen as Wexford’s new representatives. My name was chosen and I will spend the next two 
years as a representative, I am thrilled!! 

Neat Streets Workshop 

As part of the Green Schools Programme the school signed up to participate in ‘Neat 
Streets’, it focuses on the improvement of the school’s recycling. Three TY students 
travelled to Dublin on the 12th of November to take part in workshops with other ‘Neat 
Streets’ schools. It was a fantastic day for all involved; we picked up lots of tips and ideas 
to help us gain the Green Schools flag.  

The school has received a €200 grant from ‘Neat Streets’ and if we complete all the steps 
in their programme we will be awarded the ‘Neat Streets’ certificate at an award ceremony 
in Croke Park. 

Sophie Roche, Shauna Boyne (TY) and Ms Kelleher at the Neat Streets Workshop in Dublin. 

Maths Week 

Maths week took place from the 12th-16th of October. It was a big 
success with all students participating in the various maths activities. 
1st and 2nd years enjoyed the maths treasure hunt. 3rd and Transition 
year students carried out tally charts in the school car park and created 
bar charts, pie charts and line graphs to represent their data. The 5th 
and 6th year students used their maths skills to calculate the height of 
the school building. 

Well done to all the winners throughout the week! 

Student Council 

On Friday 4th October, every student in the school voted in the 
Student Council elections. Students who nominated themselves 
created election posters and there was a great atmosphere awaiting 
the results. Ms. Greene announced the newly elected council the 
same day. There are twelve members( 2 for each year group). The 
Student Council meet fortnightly to discuss issues and monthly with 
Ms. Greene. 120 surveys were given to students to write about what 
issues they wish The Council to address. Currently, the issues being 
addressed are; soap in the toilets and hand-dryers fixed. The soap 
has been restocked and an electrician has been contacted to try fix 
the hand-dryers. Paint has arrived for the old school and we will 
meet to discuss what areas to paint and who will do it. Council 
members will promote iConnect student discount cards in the 
coming weeks and we will also be setting up a social media account 
to keep students and staff updated of our activity. 

Contact bridgetownstudentcouncil@gmail.com if you have any 
suggestions for the Council to work on. 

Front L-R: Bessie Purcell (JC1), Jack Devereux 
(JC1), Jack Doyle (JC2), Lauren Divilly (JC2), 
Melissa Hogan (JC3) & Jordan Comerford (JC3). 

Back L-R: Lorna Walsh (TY), Emmett Lawlor 
(TY), Méigan Rossiter (LC1), Roisin Kelly (LC1), 
Zara Lee (LC2) & Luke McLoughlin (LC2). 

The Student Council 2015/2016 

Numeracy Workshop 

On Tuesday 13th October, the 1st years 
attended a Numeracy workshop run by 
Aloha. Aloha is a mental development 
programme which enhances student 
intelligence through the use of the 
abacus, mental arithmetic and didactic 
games. The workshop was very 
interesting and all students seemed to 
enjoy the numeracy games. 

”It was great fun. I enjoyed it a lot and I 
learnt a lot”. 

“It was really fun and I learnt to count on an abacus. It 
was very funny”. 

“It was very good in improving your memory”. 

“It was lots of fun and I would like to do another one”. 

mailto:bridgetownstudentcouncil@gmail.com
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Historical account of Ireland in December, 1921 

The signing of the ‘Anglo Irish Treaty’ 

Written by: Shane Waters (JC2) 

In July 1921, a truce was declared between the 
warring IRA and British army. They had been fighting 
the Irish War of Independence since January 1919. A 
delegation was sent to London to negotiate the first 
treaty between Ireland and Britain following 
discussions between Eamon de Valera and Lloyd 
George. Arthur Griffith, leader of Sinn Fein headed the 
delegation along with the IRA Director of Intelligence 
Michael Collins. Eamonn Duggan, Robert Barton and 
George Gavan Duffy were also included. Erskine 
Childers, famous author and gunrunner was appointed 
secretary. The British delegation was made up of 
Prime Minister Lloyd George, future Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill, and several senior political figures. 
This team were very experienced. Curiously President 
of the first Dáil, Eamon "Dev" de Valera did not attend. 
The Irish arrived in London that October, delayed a 
month by arguments about whether or not Ireland 
was a sovereign nation. The aims of the Irish delegates 
were to secure a thirty two county republic and 
independence from the British Empire. The treaty was 
hoped to result in a republic but instead resulted in a 
‘Free State’: The Dáil would swear an oath to the king, 

the Royal Navy controlled three ports, the new Irish Free 
State would be part of the British Commonwealth and 
the future of six northern counties would be discussed in 
a ‘Boundary Commission’. It was the best the Irish were 
going to get. Lloyd George threatened terrible war if they 
did not sign. The Anglo Irish Treaty was signed at 2:20 
6th of December, 1921. Collins stated, "I signed my own 
death warrant." 

The response back in Ireland was one of disappointment, 
bitterness and also relief. The Dáil voted in favour of the 
treaty by a narrow seven votes. De Valera stormed out, 
refusing to accept. Civil war erupted in July 1922 at the 
Four Courts following a split in the I.R.A. and ended in 
May 1923. The war lasted in Dublin for approximately a 
week however the majority of the fighting continued in 
Munster. This civil war was responsible for the deaths of 
many key figures; one has to wonder had they lived 
would our country be a different place today. Childers 
was killed by the Free State Army for owning a pistol 
Collins had given him for Christmas as he was violating 
the Emergency Provisions Act. Griffith died in August 
1922 of a brain tumour and Collins was shot in an anti-
treaty ambush in Cork ten days later. The Treaty changed 
Ireland for better or worse and teaches an important 
lesson: Don't send a friend to do a job then kill him if 
you're not happy with the result. 

Extinct Animals: The Dodo (1598-1662) 

Written by: Callum Sinnott (JC1) 

Extinct animals are animals that are no longer alive and 
you can only learn about on websites, books and in 
museums. 

The Dodo was a flightless bird that lived on an island 
named Mauritius which is an island east of Madagascar 
in the Indian Ocean. The Dodo was usually 1 metre in 
height and weighed around 10.6-21.1 KG. The closest 
relative to the Dodo is the Nicobar pigeon. Dodos appear 
with brownish-grey plumage (layers of feathers), yellow 

feet and bald head it also has a tuft of tail feathers with 
a grey/green beak. It has a gizzard stone to help 
consume its food. Its main habitat is thought to be 
woods near dry coastal areas. The first record of Dodos 
was by Dutch sailors who hunted these 
flightless birds. The last sighting of a Dodo 
before it went extinct was 1662. It was not 
immediately noticed. Some thought the 
Dodo was a mythical creature. The Dodo 
went extinct within less than a century of 
its discovery. The Dodo became popular in the famous 
novel Alice in Wonderland. It is now a symbol of 
extinction and is used as a mascot for Mauritius. 

A History Trip to Newgrange 

Written by: Ellen Fletcher Mc Hugh (JC3) 

A group of 2nd, 3rd and 4th year students set off for Newgrange in Co. Meath on the 5th of 
November. Newgrange is a megalithic tomb located in Brú na Bóinne, a historical site which 
dates back to the Neolithic period. Newgrange is known for the light which only shines inside 
the tomb on the winter solstice. This alignment with the sun has allowed historians to 
understand the use of astronomy in Neolithic people’s lives.  

On arrival to the visitor centre we were allowed to roam around and use the interactive 
experience to add to our knowledge of the Neolithic period. As we made our way through 
the display we were able to view models of the site and read about the different aspects of 
the Neolithic period. We were able to experience what a site would look like as 
archaeologists dug for artefacts and look at models of a historic house with common 
implements, such as a saddle stone, included. After walking through the display we entered a 
cinema room. We viewed a video which led us through facts on Newgrange. We then explored a life size replica of 
the passage tomb. This made us even more excited to see the real thing. After following the 
path of the tomb we arrived back to reception. From here we could spot Newgrange hidden 
in the hills of the Boyne Valley. We hopped on buses which brought us to the monument. 

Our tour guide joined us as we gathered around the quartz exterior of the Newgrange. The 
curved roof and the roof box above the door, an example of architecture in the Neolithic 
period, allowed us to observe the workmanship used in building it. The tour guide gave a 
summary of the history of Newgrange and its discovery. We were then led into the tomb 
through a narrow passage. Inside the tomb we observed the corbelled roof and learned of 
the different theories about the original use of the tomb. We witnessed the event which 
takes place on the winter solstice when artificial light illuminated the passage and came to a 
point at the back of the chamber. It was amazing to experience this piece of history. It allowed us to experience a 
rare insight into Newgrange and Neolithic life. Thank you Ms. Cahill and Ms. Walsh for organising the trip. 
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What make of car do elves drive? 

Toy-otas! 

What do you call an elf that sings? 

A rapper! 

What type of motorbike does Santa drive? 

A Holly Davidson! 

Why did nobody bid for Rudolph and Blitzen on 
eBay? 

Because they were two deer! 

Why was Santa’s little helper depressed? 

Because he had low elf esteem! 

Who sings “Blue Christmas” and makes toy guitars? 

Elfis! 

What is the best Christmas present? 

A broken drum, you can’t beat it! 

What doesn’t eat at Christmas? 

A turkey because it’s always stuffed. 

What would a reindeer do if it lost its tail? 

It would go to the re-tail store! 

Congratulations to the winners of 
the September Numeracy Puzzle 

Luke McLoughlin (LC2) and  
Charlene Quinn (JC1). 

Congratulations to the winners of 
the November Numeracy Puzzle 

Rebecca Burke (LC1) and  
Jordan Sinnott (JC1). 

‘Green Schools’ Project 
Recycled Flowers 

Made by 1st Years. 

Sketched by: Tara Power 
(LC1). 

Above: Traditional Irish band 
who played for the TY céile. 

Wear Red No Uniform Day for Trocaire 

Well done to Ms. Bates/Ms. Jordan’s 3rd Year 
C.S.P.E .class for their generous donation of €459.49 to 
Trocaire to provide aid such as food, water, shelter and 
medical supplies to those affected by conflict in Syria. 

Money was raised by holding A Wear Red/No School 
Uniform Day before the Halloween 
break, the entire class would like to 
thank all students who contributed 
to such a worthy cause. 

Well Done Everyone! 

Light Up Christmas 

Written by: Louise Corish, Images by: Liam 
Walsh. Thanks to Shannon Kavanagh (JC3) 

Did you know that light bulbs on your 
Christmas tree can be related to science 
lessons. “Physics Fairies” who light our 
Christmas lights have two ways of doing it. If 
a light bulb is set up in a row or in series and 
one of the lights breaks, they will al go out. 

When the bulbs are set up in parallel, if one 
light bulb breaks, it is only that one that will 
go out and all other lights will work. 

LED’s (light emitting diode) these can be 
used instead of glass bulbs because they 
don’t use as much electricity and they have 
abetter usage and they are not breakable. 

Sketched by: 
Anna Mai Stafford (JC2). 
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Need help with picking a new phone...well look no further! 

Written by: Ben Nagle (JC2) 

With the new year just on the horizon, I decided to have a look at the best phones due with 
it. I have looked at 3 different categories-Flagship, Mid Range and Entry Level/ Budget. 

Flagship 

Flagship Phones usually have ground breaking technology with a general price range of €600-€1,000. 

iPhone 7 (and most likely 7 Plus) due to hit shops in the Autumn of 2016. As with iPhone 6s, Apple finally 
updated specs which they haven't changed in a while, one of which was the 12MP iSight Camera and I suspect 
this probably won’t change for some time. Also, it is highly likely they will stick with the 4.7 and 5.5” screen 
options on the iphone 7. There should be performance updates with an A10 processor and hopefully 2 or 3GB 
RAM, this will be a welcome update for many. Maybe like the ‘Samsung S6 Edge’ there will be a “sidewall 
display”, or maybe Apple’s Touch ID sensor will be built into the screen just below it. Rumours are pretty 
farfetched at the moment with the phone not due until next September but I’m sure Apple won’t fail to impress, 
so start saving. 

Samsung S7 

With the S7, it is hoped Samsung will change the design of their handsets from the current boxy shape. It is 
expected to hold a 5.7” screen, there is talk of a 4k display- if they pull it off it could be awesome. It is also 
rumoured that Samsung is working on a 20MP ISOCELL sensor on S7 and a generally improved camera with 5MP 
front facing. A 20MP ISOCELL sensor is basically a 20MP camera with the companies very own ISOCELL 
technology, the tiny camera would take up very little space allowing the phone to be considerably thinner. It is 
also anticipated that it will include a Snapdragon 830 processor. It is also expected to support USB Type-C (which 
is a powerful charging port) The S7 is bound to have an improved fingerprint scanner, similar to that of the iPhone 
7 built into the screen. The Phone is due early next year. 

Mid Range 

Mid Ranged Phones are usually a generation or two behind flagships with a more affordable price range of €350-
500.00 (with €400.00 average) 

One Plus 3 

The One Plus 2 is a great phone and most importantly, a great price at just under €400.00. However it lacks fast 
charging and it is hoped the next generation will charge faster, maybe wireless charging. Again with the previous 
phone an improved Finger Scanner is an almost guarantee after the scanner on One Plus 2 experienced problems 
before a software update attempted to fix it. The phone is hoped to have a QHD screen, a change from last years 
1080x1920 display. The phone should maintain a €400.00 price tag and live up to its nickname ,“The flagship 
Killer” 

Budget Phone 

Budget or entry level phones are often several years behind flagship phones, though in recent years this category 
has really heated up with companies putting more and more into their phones. Price usually ranges between 
€60.00- €300.00 

Moto G 4G (2016) 

Motorola’s Moto G 3G just is one of the best budget phones on the market with a price tag just under €160.00 for 
8GB and around €210 for the 16GB Version. The phone has a decent camera, water proof and holds a 5” screen. 
Next year’s generation is hoped to have a 180p screen, an even better camera, and a Snap Dragon 400B 
processor. Though as this is not a flagship phone not may rumours are circulating, but it is still an amazing phone 
for the price and hopefully it will keep on improving while maintaining such a price. 

New Computers and Technology: The ‘IO-HAWK’ 

Written by: Baden Lino (JC1) 

Do you want to be the envy of all your school friends with this trendy device? 

The ‘IO-HAWK’ is a new generation of technology that is used as a basic motive of 
transport. These ‘Personal Motorized Transporters’ are going to change the way you 
see, move, and connect with your world. This new device is a Segway without handle 
bars and is half the size of a normal Segway. The ‘IO-HAWK’ has roughly five hours of 
battery life and can make its way across most surfaces.  There are only two surfaces it 
cannot cross, grass and gravel. Here are some images of the ‘IO-HAWK’  or Segway as 
the public has come to call it. 

How to use this new form of transport? 

To operate the ‘IO-HAWK’ put pressure on the pads and lean forward slightly. To turn, 
press a little more on the opposite side to the direction you want to go in. This trendy 
device retails at approximately $1,800.00 (€1,600) from China and delivery will take 2-4 
weeks. 
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Say what you see! 

Christmas Catch 

The Migrant Crisis in Syria 

Written by: Rory Cassidy (JC2) 

When did the migrant crisis start? 

The migrant crisis started between 2007-2011. These 
migrants were mostly coming from the Middle East and 
Africa, entering Europe mainly through Greece. Greece 
decided to update their border controls to stop the many 
migrants entering. In 2015 Bulgaria also updated their 
security to prevent migrant flows through Turkey. Around 5 
million Syrians have fled the country in recent years. 

How did the migrant crisis start? 

The migrant crisis started because of many wars. There are 
a lot of ongoing civil wars in Africa, particularly in Syria. In 
Syria, the civil war began in 2011 because of protests 
against the president of the time, Bashar al-Assad, whose 
forces reacted violently to the aforementioned protests. It 
is very easy to flee certain countries because there are no 
authorities supervising the ports a lot of the time. 

Why are people fleeing? 

The people are fleeing because unfortunately they have no 
choice. It is very sad that these people are fleeing their 
home countries in small little dinghys embarking on a 
potentially life-threatening journey. These people have 
been given no choice but to emigrate due to war. On their 
journeys which could last several days they are in constant 
fear and shock, but they still hope that they can make the 
mainland. They are dismayed when people come out to 
rescue them but unfortunately due to capacity reasons it 
hasn’t always been possible to have everybody on board at 
the same time. 

What are the EU countries doing to help the crisis? 

Currently, a lot of countries have been taking migrants in. In 
the EU, Germany and Sweden have taken the most 
migrants in  recent years. Now the EU is trying to get all 
countries to pitch in and help these people. German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel has had plenty to say about the 
ongoing crisis. Merkel said “There is no tolerance of those 
who are not ready to help, where, for legal and 
humanitarian reasons, help is due.” Ban Ki-moon, the UN 
Secretary General has also had a lot to say about what the 
EU countries have to do to help. He said: "The future does 
not belong to those who seek to build walls or exploit 
fears.” This quote is very important and is very significant. 

What are the people of Ireland doing to help? 

As we all know, Ireland is well known as a very kind and 
charitable country. The government has pledged to take at 
least 4,000 migrants. The big debate seems to be whether 
we should take in less or more. Personally I’m of the 
opinion that we should take in as many as we can. I’m 
aware that we already have a significant homeless crisis in 
this country and I think we should work on housing many 
migrants and homeless people quickly. 

How can we help? 

The Ireland Calais Refugee Solidarity was set up to bring 
equipment and food over to Calais in France to assist the 
migrants. They’ve collected over €88,000 in two months 
and hope to raise at least €100,000. This money will be 
used to buy products to help the migrants. They have a 
Facebook page and a page on www.gofundme.com where 
you can donate. Mr. Codd has been collecting money to 
donate for GOAL a great charity. 

What are the charities doing? 

GOAL have already assisted over 200,000 people during this 
crisis. They will be providing non-food items, kits and 
vouchers to over 240,000 people. Over 42,000 female 

refugees were provided with basic hygiene 
equipment in 2014. GOAL will provide many 
refugees with shelter in Turkey. They provide many 
bakeries with flour to make bread to feed to 
refugees. Remember a small donation can do a lot. 
GOAL will be scaling up their work in the next year. 

What work have the navy been doing? 

Three naval vessels the LE Eithne, LE Niamh and LE 
Samuel Beckett have been working off the coast of 
Italy for a number of months. They have been out 
there at different times. The government gave the 
navy three weeks to prepare the LE Eithne for its 
journey. In total so far 8,000 people have been 
rescued by the three ships. This could have risen to 
10,000 by the time you are reading this article. The 
crew members aboard the LE Niamh have rescued 
people travelling in dinghys and barges. A typical 
dinghy would fit would usually fit 10 people 
however sometimes 120-130 people could be 
aboard these ships. A barge would typically have a 
capacity of 20-30 people. On some occasions 
however over 500 people have been on board one 
of these barges. The LE Samuel Beckett should be 
back home by the time your reading this and it is 
hoped the boats will be back in February. 

Grad Committee 2016 

Right to left: Conor Bates, Delphine Roche, Adam 
Wright, Sarah Cadogan and Chiara Morgan 

A sample of some of the work 
produced by the LCA2’s as part of their 

Childcare task. 

‘Green Schools’ Project 
Recycled Flowers 

Made by 1st Years. 

https://bay181.mail.live.com/m/messages.m/openurl/?mid=mc85c3d6d-8af1-11e5-b521-00215ad7ea30&mts=2015-11-14T17:04:45.867Z&fid=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&iru=%2fm%2ffolders.m%2f&pmid=m20d1f594-8b93-11e5-9178-d89d675f25de&pmts=2015-11-15T12:19:38.250Z
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Film Review: Crimson Peak 

Written by: Rebecca Egan (LC2) 

A movie highly anticipated by those 
interested in the horror/gothic genre 
and it did not disappoint. Set in the 
1800's, it follows the story of a young 
and naive American named Edith (Mia 
Wasikowska; Alice in Wonderland) 
who finds herself taken with young 
and mysterious baronet Sir Thomas 
Sharpe (Tom Hiddleston; Avengers) 
who travelled to America in search of 
investors, such as Edith's father, for his 
clay-mining invention.  

Edith unknowingly follows Thomas to 
'Crimson Peak' where his charming 
sister was waiting for them and is dead 
set on keeping their family secrets 
from her. Edith quickly realises where 

'Crimson Peak' got its name. Before 
long, secrets become apparent and 
the past comes back to haunt them, 
the Sharpes begin to unravel 
making them vulnerable. After 
various warnings from unknown 
beings, Edith tries to solve the 
mystery of 'Crimson Peak' and it's 
horrible past before history repeats 
itself. 

The movie has a great atmosphere 
and was filmed and directed by 
Guillermo Del Toro. As it is set in 
the 19th century the physical set 
itself as well as costume must be 
historically accurate and to the best 
of my knowledge they succeeded in 
this and did it justice  

Hiddleston who is famous for being 
Loki, God of Mischief amongst 

other things, very successfully 
portrays Thomas Sharpe and often 
plays similar characters. 
Wasikowska was the perfect 
actress for this role as she has a 
slight innocence about her but in 
reality she is quite fierce. 

This movie did not rely on gore and 
jump-scares in order for it to be 
successful. It has a very interesting 
plot which honestly has something 
for everyone as there are a lot of 
romantic elements in it as well as 
horror. As a person who does not 
particularly enjoy scary movies this 
is definitely an exception. It's a 15a 
and I definitely recommend this 
movie as it honestly had no dull 
moments. (metaphorically 
anyway). 

The Bridge Video Game Review 

Written by: Cormac Doyle (JC3) 

Fallout 4 

Platforms: Xbox One, PS4, PC €69.99
(Amazon prices) 

Suitable: 15+ age group and those who are 
interested in RPG’s. 

Developers: Bethesda 

From the developers that brought ‘Elder 
Scrolls’ and ‘Fallout 3’ comes the long 
awaited new instalment of the revolutionary 
game series, ‘Fallout’.  

This new instalment comes with a whole host 
of new features including armour and 
weapon crafting, customisation and 
buildable settlements. 

‘Fallout 4’ moves away from the irradiated 
wastes of ‘Fallout 3’ to the dangerous 
Commonwealth of Boston. In this game you 
are a normal man/woman living your casual 
life with your family. But, in an instant your 
world is thrown upside down as a nuclear 
war ensues between America and China.  

You are forced to leave with your family to Vault 
111, an underground bunker to preserve the 
remnants of humanity. You emerge 200 years 
later as the Lone Survivor of the Vault and you 
must venture out into the unpredictable and 
dangerous wastes. This new instalment aims to 
impress and will be an enjoyable experience for 
new and old players alike. 

Book Review: Wonder written by R.J Palacio 

Written by: Nicolas Cornejo (JC1) 

Sometimes, instead of reading your usual action-packed, 
fantasy-driven books, you need to relax and read a more 
thoughtful, touching book. Wonder is a great example of 
this. The book follows August Pullman, a 10 year old boy. 
August is pretty much ordinary- he owns an Xbox, eats ice-
cream, plays ball and many other things. But he will never 
be normal. He was born with a hugely deformed face to 
the extent that he’s had 27 surgeries, with the bigger ones 
happening before he was even 4. Even with all these 
surgeries, August still doesn’t look normal, some would 
even say he looks scary, or ugly. Most people, without 
realising August’s feelings, look away or run away 
whenever they see him on the street. Due to all his 
surgeries, he had to be home-schooled for years. But now 
he’s stepping into a whole new world- middle school. 
Having never been to a public school of any sort, August is 
absolutely petrified. Will people run away as soon as he 

appears? Will he get that sympathy he 
hates? Will he get bullied by the bigger 
kids? All is revealed in the book. His 
middle school journey is a rocky ride. 
He goes through trials and tribulations, 
meets friends and meets enemies, and 
suffers the loss of a loved one. The 
author’s style of writing is very unique. 
She’s one of the few who can write an 
intelligent, loving and touching story 
from the point of view of a 9 year old. 
You wouldn’t believe how much it works! The first 
chapter of the book really captures the reader. 
August describes himself very well without sharing 
the details of his facial features. Overall, this book 
is very touching and makes you think about how 
lucky we are to look normal, unlike August. I would 
recommend it to anyone over 9, as the book seems 
perfect for any age- not too childish, yet not too 
serious. Overall, I would give it a 9/10. 

Results of the Student Christmas Survey 
Do you like Brussel Sprouts ? Yes 29% / No 71% 

Is Santa your favourite over fed person? 62% / No 38% 

‘Mrs. Browne’s Boys Christmas Special’? 80% / No 20% 

Turkey Sandwiches 62% / Ham Sandwiches 38% 

‘Roses’ 28% / ‘Celebration’ 72% 

‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ 30% / ‘Home Alone’ 70% 

Christmas Day ‘Eastenders’ 73% / Christmas Day ‘Fair City’ 27% 

Chocolate for Breakfast? Yes 62% / No 38% 

Do they know it’s Christmas 60% / Last Christmas 40% 

How will Santa get in toy your house? Chimney 70% / 
Through the door using a magic key 30% 
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Scouting 

Written by: Sean Thompson (LC1) 

Scouting has been around for over 100 years. The first 
scout group was set up in 1907 in the United Kingdom. 
Scouting is so different to any other activity outside of 
school. 

Scouting has developed so much in the past 100 years. 
There are three main types of scouting: land, sea and air 
and  these are all under the umbrella of Scouting Ireland. I 
myself am a Sea Scout in Rosslare Harbour where we are 
instructed in many aspects of seaman-ship, water safety 
and first aid. 

Our activities include sailing, skiff and punt rowing, 
canoeing, kayaking, hiking, pioneering, camping and so 
much more. 

As youth members we develop our own program of what 
we would like to do. Within scouting worldwide as you can 
achieve so much. I am a provincial representative and a 
county representative which basically means that I 
represent all the Scouts in both my county and province.  

There are five section Beavers (ages 6-8) Cubs (9-11) Scouts 
(12-15) Ventures (15-17) Rovers (18-20) 

Scouting has given me invaluable skills such as leadership 
skills, seaman-ship skills and so much more. Scouting is not 
just about learning there are an awful lot of social events, 
as well as events and camps in other countries. 

I was given the opportunity to go away to Finland next 
year with scouts. This trip is going to be a once in a life 
time opportunity. We’re going to be able to push 
ourselves and the skills we have learnt such as 
camping. Another skill we would use is pioneering 
which is when we get wooden poles tie them together 
with lashings and the end product can be forts. You 
name it you can build it through pioneering! 

 I have made so many friends through scouting, the 
amount of fun we have together is just unreal. When I 
joined scouts at the age of 
six I did not know anything 
about sailing, pioneering 
or anything to do with 
scouts but I have learnt so 
much I am making good 
user of these skills by 
giving them back by 
teaching the scouts who 
are younger than myself. 

To find out more 
information visit us on 
Facebook @ “6th Wexford 
Tuskar Sea Scouts” or call 
into us on a Tuesday night 
6:30pm to 8:00pm in 
Kilrane Community Centre. 

Come on, join in with the fun! 

LCA2 Fundraiser for St. Vincent de Paul 

Students of LCA2 recently held a 
fundraiser competition where people 
had to guess how many sweets were in 
a jar. Total money raised was €132 and 
was presented to St Vincent de Paul's 
representatives Marian McGlynn and 
Assumpta Murphy from the Kilmore 
branch and Debbie O'Halloran, Youth 
Development Officer for the South East 
SVP. 

The money will be used to 
buy toys for local children this 
Christmas. 

The correct guess was 523 
sweets and the winner was 
Mr. Hendrick, along with his 
1st year class, who reportedly 
enjoyed eating all of the sweets. 

Fishing in Kilmore Quay 

Written by: Daniils Skerskas (JC1) 

Thinking of going fishing in Kilmore 
Quay, well you came to the right 
place! You can catch anything there 
from little Pollock to big Bass even 
some sharks have been caught off The 
Burrow. 

The Burrow 

Now, firstly lets talk a bit about this 
place that people call ‘The Burrow.’ 
It’s a massive beach stretching all the 
way from Kilmore Quay to Rosslare. 
Secondly, lets talk about fishing .....It’s 
not that hard to fish, well it’s pretty 
simple actually. 

First things first, get a pair of 
WELLIES of course because you will 
get wet. Then you will need a stand 
because if you are bottom fishing 
for sea bass and flounder etc. (well 
you don’t have to have it but I 
would recommend it), your hand 
will get sore, so get one if you can. 

What’s Bottom Fishing? 

Bottom fishing is when you put bait 
on a line of hooks, put a weight on it 
and cast it out and leave it till you 
get a bite, then you might have 
caught a fish!! 

In relation to bait, on The Burrow 
it’s just rag worm, lug worm, night 

crawlers, peeler crabs etc. So it’s 
pretty simple! 

Spinning of The Burrow. 

Of course you can spin the Burrow. 
All you will need is a spinnerd, just 
cast it out and reel it back in till you 
get a fish. 

Where to get equipment? 

Kehoe’s Marine Hardware Store is 
a good place to get equipment. 

There are a lot of places to fish in 
Kilmore Quay. You will need to 
organise a fishing trip to bring you 
out to sea, where you can enjoy a 
great day out on board a boat. 

Sketched by: Nile 

Sinnott (JC1) 

Bake Sale to raise 
money to buy 
new equipment 
for the Music 
Department 
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Happy Birthday 
 

26th December 

Happy Birthday 

Ben Stevens 

 

16th December 

Happy Birthday 

David Simpson, 
Megan Murphy 

 
21st December 
Happy Birthday 

Sophie 
McGrath 

17th December 

Happy Birthday 

Shannon Finnegan 

Ryan Millar-Younger 

18th December 

Happy Birthday 

Charlene Quinn 

& Laura Bates Toader 

22nd December 

Happy Birthday 

Chloe Cardiff-
Clancy, 

& Tori Doyle 

 

25th December 
Happy Birthday 

Jessica-Mary 
McMahon, 

Joshua 
McLoughlin 

23rd December 

Dovydas 

Vasilcenki 

Happy  

Birthday 

14th December 

Happy Birthday 

Rachel Boxwell 

20th 

December 

Happy Birthday 

Rebecca Breen 

 

27th December 

Ryan Finnegan 

Happy Birthday 
 

29th December 

Happy Birthday 

Naomi 

Wallace 

30h December 
Happy Birthday 

Coral Devlin- 
O’Flaherty, 

Sean Whitty, 
Aaron Whitehead 

15th December 

Happy Birthday 

Luca McLaughlin 

Questions For Dean O’Neill On All Ireland Final 

Recently I spoke to Dean O’Neill JC2 about his recent All Ireland Handball final victory. Dean has being playing 
handball for some years now. He plays his club handball with Ballymitty. He is also on the Wexford team who 
recently won the All Ireland final. 

What age did you start playing handball? I started playing handball when I was five years old. 

What age did you realise this was the game for you? I was nine years old when I realised handball was the game 
for me. 

How often do you train? I train twice a week. 

What aspect of training do you find most difficult? I find all of it difficult. 

Can you describe all the different competitions you had to win to reach the final? We had to win the Leinster final 
and the All Ireland semi-final to reach the final. 

What extra preparation did you have to put in for the big match? I had to train five nights a week. 

Did you have much support for this match? Yes I had lots of support for the match. 

What were your thoughts before the game? Before the game I was thinking that we were going to win it. 

What was the most difficult part of this game? The most difficult part of this game was winning it. 

Was the game 60 by 30, 40 by 20 or one wall? The match was 60 by 30. 

Where was your game played? The game was played in Thurles, Co. Tipperary. 

Who were you playing against? We were playing against Tipperary’s team of six. 

What was the score in each of the games? The score in the first game was 15-13 and the second finished 15-1. 

How did you feel after the game? After the game I felt happy and thrilled with my performance.  

Do you have any goals for the coming year as far as handball goes? Next year I would like to win it again. 

Finally, I would like to thank Dean for taking the time to answer these questions 
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This Irish rugby team can make the nation feel proud! 

Written by: Rory Cassidy (JC2) 

“The nation holds it breath”. These were the words used 
by RTE’s George Hamilton at Italia 90 when Ireland beat 
Romania in a historic penalty shoot-out. These words 
resonate with more staff than students in our school. 
This year we had another big sporting tournament taking 
place and our small nation was tipped to go a long way 
by the public. Although it wasn’t nearly as dramatic as 
Italia 90, we can hold our heads high and be proud of our 
country and team. 

It all started at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff, a 
stadium we got to know quite well during the rugby 
tournament. I must admit it probably wasn’t the most 
exciting game but we did what we had to do. It was 
incredible to hear the sound of the ‘Fields of Athenry’ 
ringing around the beautiful Cardiff stadium. The 
atmosphere was great. 

We then made history when 90,000 people turned up at 
Wembley Stadium for our game against Romania, the 
majority of them being from Ireland. This game took 
place on the 27th of September. Once again Ireland won 
at ease. Yet again, the sheer noise you could hear from 
your couch made you extremely proud to be Irish. It was 
great for the country’s reputation that we showed what 
great supporters we have and how we are all so proud to 
be Irish. 

From there it started to get a bit trickier. The Italy game 
on the 4th of October at the Olympic Stadium was quite 
a challenge. I must say I think the tournament organisers 
made a poor decision having games and the Olympic 
Stadium which I thought was a poor venue for rugby. I 
believe that because the Olympic Stadium is not really a 
purpose- built rugby stadium the atmosphere was a bit 
different. Take for example Twickenham or Kingsholm in 
Gloucester which had great atmospheres for all the 
games that took place there during the 6 week 
tournament. That however didn’t turn the Irish fans off 
what was an exciting spectacle where Italy could’ve won 
the match. The final score of 16-9 to Ireland was 
probably a bit unfair on the Italians who in my opinion 
were the better team. 

Going into the final pool game against France, we had 
won three out of three. However as everybody knew the 
next game was the one that would count. A lot was 
made about the fact that the winners would have the so-
called easier quarter-final against the pumas of 
Argentina. The losers would be involved in a titanic battle 
against New Zealand. Thousands upon thousands of Irish 
fans flocked to Cardiff again for what was built as one of 
the matches of the tournament. Ireland played out of 
their skin and did all of the country proud. What were 
you doing if you weren’t watching this match? TV3 had 
its biggest ever viewing figures for an event on their 
channel with 1.6 million people tuning in. 72% of all 
adults in the country watching television that afternoon 
were watching the match. Irish people were in awe of 
the rugby team. Exciting moments included Madigan’s 
kicking performance, Keith Earls dropping the ball as it 
looked like Ireland were in for a try, Rob Kearney’s try 
after fifty minutes and Conor Murrays try after seventy-
one minutes. In the end it finished 24-9 and Irish eyes 
were smiling around the world. However, injuries during 
this game turned out to be crucial in the next game of 
the tournament. The news that Johnny Sexton, Paul 
O'Connell and Peter O'Mahony all got injured was 
devastating news for the Irish camp. 

I don’t think I should spend too long on the next game 
against Argentina. It was in two words, bitterly 
disappointing. Fair play to Argentina they’ve come a 
long way and are now deservedly one of the top four 
rugby nations in the world. A 23 point defeat for Joe 
Schmidt’s men probably doesn’t tell the story of the 
match. The injuries in the last game had a massive 
impact in this game. We were without a number of our 
leaders and then shortly into the game Tommy Bowe 
got injured. I would imagine that this had a massive 
mental impact on the team. As our leaders watched 
from the stands you could sense how desperate they 
were to get onto the pitch. Paul O'Connell was so calm 
that he sat and watched the early stages of the game 
with his IPad clutched to his hand. Nobody knows what 
was going through his head during the eighty minutes 
but he must have found a lot of it very hard to watch. 
When we look back on the achievements of this Rugby 
World Cup, I think we should all feel proud to be Irish. 
We as supporters gave a really good account of 
ourselves and the team made us feel proud. I can 
imagine now that the overall impact on the tournament 
will be pretty big. For a start I reckon a lot more people 
will take up rugby and another massive impact could be 
that in 2023 Ireland could host the world cup. World 
rugby has seen what amazing supporters we have and 
that we get behind all the teams so let’s hope that 
Ireland will host the tournament in 2023, however that 
is a long time way from happening. Well done lads, you 
have made our small island nation proud. 

Wexford Schools Cross County Competition 

Bridgetown College had 18 students competing in the 
Wexford Schools Cross Country on Wednesday 25th 
November, in Good Counsel College, New Ross. 7 of 
these students came home with medals: 

Chanel O'Leary 4th in Minor girls (1000m) 

Sam Delaney 4th in Intermediate boys (2000m) 

Katie Daly 3rd in Senior Girls (2000m). 

Junior boys got 2nd team in 2000m Junior boys event. 
The team were: Sean Roche, Callum Bates, Jack Doyle 
and Liam O'Flaherty. 

Well done all who competed! 

Second Level Union Regional Council 

Zara Lee (LC2) and Luke McLoughlin 
(LC2) attended a workshop of the Irish 
Second Level Union Regional Council on 
Friday, 12th November in Trinity College. 
Student Council representatives from 25 
secondary schools in Leinster attended 
the workshop. 
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John Ryan Handball Final 

Written by: Cian Cassidy (JC2) 

On Wednesday the 28th of October Bridgetown Handball 
Club held the final of their John Ryan 60 x 30 competition. 
Unfortunately it was a straight final this year with only two 
entries. In the final Willie Murray LCA1 competed against 
Ciarán Busher LC2. A small crowd had gathered for the 
game, but what they witnessed was a treat for the eyes. 
These two games gave us the best final in years and by far 
the best match I have ever seen. In the first game Willie 
certainly had the upper hand. It took Ciarán a while to get 
his eye in but when he did, he gained 12 points. There was 

too wide of a gap for Ciarán to bridge and Willie took 
the opening game 21-12. Ciarán started the second 
game the better and Willie struggled to come back 
into it, resulting in a 21-7 victory for Ciarán.at this 
point in the match, there was a tiebreak first to 11 
aces. Ciarán had a great start with a score of 9-3 
before Willie mounted a challenge and made rapid 
headway and went on to take it 11-9. The crowed 
were blown away with the result as Ciarán is the 
more experienced of the two players. The trophy was 
presented to Willie by Stella Ryan. I would just like to 
say well done to Willie and hard luck to Ciarán. 

Under 16 Basketball 

On December 2nd, our under 16’s played in the South Leinster Semi-final 
against Abbey Community College. The small team battled fiercely to get to that 
stage. After struggling through previous tournament matches winning 3, they 
travelled far and wide from Bridgetown to Baltinglass where they played their 
quarter final against Scoil Cheanglais beating them 23-12 on the day. 

The team then played their semi final against Abbey 
Community College and beat them a tremendous 50-16. 
Unfortunately our luck wasn’t with us on December 8th 
when we were beaten by St. Brigids, Callan in WIT.; the 
team have secured a place in the All Ireland Preliminary 
Rounds due to take place on January 7th. 

Team Rebecca Burke, Tyra Brennan Roche, Imogen 
Fanning, Abbie Jones, Orla Fortune, Kira Bates Crosby, 
Naoise Ward and Megan Doyle. 

Coach: O. Manning 

Congratulations to: 

Naoise Ward (JC3) has been 
selected for the Irish Squad for 
Pony and Dressage (aged 14-16) 

Ciara Bates Crosby (JC2) has been 
selected for the Irish Elite 
Development Soccer Program. 

Rebecca Burke (LC1) has been 
selected for the Under 17 South 
East Regional Basketball Squad, 
who gained 3rd place. 

Winners of the Wexford One Wall Competition 

Back: Cian Cassidy (referee), Conor Scallan , 
Dorian Reville (referee), Dean O’Neill (referee), 
and Michael Sheil. 

Front: Michael Keegan, Callum 
Smithies and Gavin Lacey 

Interview with Tiernan Power Roche (Jockey) by Cian Cassidy 

Tiernan Power Roche left Bridgetown College in June 2015, after completing his leaving certificate. Shortly after 
finishing school he qualified for his jockey’s licence, this allowed him to compete in races. So far he has had four 
rides in point to points. Recently I conducted an interview with Tiernan. 

How did you first get into horses? I always liked horses. At the age of seven I went to lessons in Shelmalier riding 
stables. I then got my first pony when I was 12. I was a member of the Killinick Pony Club up until 2014. I have 
done show jumping, hunter trails and I have hunted with the Killinick Harriers. I really enjoy it. 

How did you get into racing? I got a part time job riding out with Brian Jordan, schooling race horses and it went 
from there. Then I went to Liz Doyle’s in Crossabeg, part time also. I really enjoyed it and I got my jockey’s licence 
in December 2014.Before I got any job, I went around with my cousin working in racing yards when on my 
holidays from school. 

Where and when was your first ride in a race? My first ride was in Curraghmore in Waterford at the end of the 
2014/15 season. 

Who trained your first race ride? Jim Cousins trained my first race ride. A mare named ‘Hi Lucy Lou’. 

You have competed in point to points for William Codd, how did you get involved with William? I first rode out for 
William when I was still in school. The odd day I would fill in for any of his staff who were off. Then during the 
summer William rang me and offered me a full time job. I was delighted to be offered a job in such a good yard 
like William’s. 

Do you ever think about the risks involved in racing and riders like John Thomas McNamara who suffered a 
horrible fall a few years ago? Yes I always think of the risks, by wearing the proper clothing and protection helps to 
reduce those risks. I suppose it’s like any other job in sport there are always risks. But it’s what I love doing. 

You currently have a five pound claim do you think this claim helps novice riders like yourself pick up more rides 
off trainers? Yes, it does help with picking up rides. As obviously it is an advantage to a horse if it is carrying less 
weight than other in the racing. 

And finally we are five or six weeks into the new point to point season, do you have any goals for the coming 
season. Yes I hope to get a lot more rides and hopefully get placed and even get a few wins. That’s my goal this 
year. I got my licence late last year so hopefully I will get more rides.  

Inter Vocational Schools Athletics 

On September 23rd , 46 students 
from Bridgetown College travelled 
to the new track in Enniscorthy to 
compete in the Inter Vocational 
Schools Athletics Competition. 
The College won 50 medals: 25 
gold, 19 silver and 6 bronze. 
Retaining the Junior Cup and 
claiming back the Best Overall 
School Cup after an absence of a 
few years. Congratulations to all 
involved. 


